
CONTACTS BETWEEN SYRIAC ORTHODOX 
AND LATIN MILITARY ORDERS 

DoROTHEA WELTECKE· 

INTRODUCfION 

Syriac Orthodox writers have much more to say about the Latins and are 
more precise in their descriptions than vice versa. But in general Syriac 
Orthodox and Latins respectively are on the periphery of either perspec­
tive in the written sources,l In reality, however, Syriac Orthodox and 
Latins - traders, monks, knights. scribes, physicians, administrators -
certainly met in the streets of Jerusalem, Antioch. Acre, Edessa and else­
where, and mixed on a day-ta-day basis.2 Recent systematic research has 
shown that the Latins even lived close to Oriental Christians in rural 
areas of Palestine,) To develop a better understanding of these contacts 
it seems necessary to focus on intercultural encounters o n  social strata 

• I would like to thank Amill Gorgis and Gabriel Rabo for their advice on Syriac 
Orthodox social structures. For the abbreviations used in the footnotes :-;ee the end of this 
article. 

I A. Lilders, Die Krellzzllge in! Um'iI .fy"i.�('h('r und I1rme"i.�cll/'r Que/ll'n (Berlin, 
1964); A.D. van den Brincken, Die "Nl1tione.f Chri.wiLIIloJ'llm Orientu/ium" im V('I" 
standnis del' /u/f'ini.fchl'n Hi.ftOl'iographil', !'Cm d('l' Mifle de.f 12. hi.f in die zwt'ite Hii/fte 
des /4. Juhrllllndel'l.f, Koiner Historische Abhandlungen, 22 (Cologne. 1973); C. Cahen, 
"Some New Editions of Oriental Source.<; about Syria in the Time of the Crusades", in 

Outrl'fl/er: Sflldies in Iht' HLftury uf Ihe Crusading KinRdtJm of Jl'rllsu/em. Pre.fl'ntt'd fo 
Jos/wu Pruwer, cd. B.Z. Kedar, H.E. Mayer and R.e. Smail (Jerusalem. 1982), pp. 324-
31; Hamilton, Latin Church. pp. 188-211,332-60. 

l See 1. Prawer, "Social Classe.<; in the Crusader Stutes: The 'Minorities"', in A 
Hi.I'tWY of the Crusade.I', v, ed. N. P. Zacollr and H.W. Hazard (Madison,Wisc .• 1985), 
pp. 59-116. Recent studies show a systematic approach to intercultural contact, apart 
from the volumes in the present series see e.g. "Occident ct Proche-Orient", in Con· 
tUC/.f sciellfi[ique.l' UII femp.f des Crvi.�ude.I·: Actf'of till col/oqllt' de Lullvuin-la-Neuve 24 ('I 
25 mur.f 1997, ed. I. Draelants. A. Tihon and B. van den Abeele (Louvain-la-Neuve. 
2(00). 

1 R. Ellenblum, Frcmki.\·h Rural Selllt'mellf in Ihe La!in Kingdom of Jeru.�u/em (Cam­
bridge, 1998); on Syriac Orthodox estates in the kingdom see l.P. Martin. "Leg premiers 
princes croises et les syriens 1acobites de 1erusalem", Journal A.tiuliqlle, 8, SeT. 12 = 133 
(1888), pp. 471-90; 13 = 134 (1889), pp. 33-79; A. Paimer, "The History of the Syrian 
Orthodox in lerusalem", 1I, "Queen Melisende and the 1acobite Estates", Or. Chr., 76 
(1992), pp. 45-83. 
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below the official meetings between the Syriuc Onhud()x high l"Il..'rgy 
and Latin kings or patriarchs,4 

Among these the encounters between Syriac Orthodox and Illilitary 
orders present one starting point: in the three great Syriuc Orthodux 
cbJonicles, namely rhe one by the Patriarch Michacl (d. 1199). the nnt.! 
by the anonymous author of the chronicle ad a. 1234. and the chmnidc 
by the maphrian, Gregorius Bar 'Ebr5yo (known in the West us Bar 
Hebraeus. d. 1286), some 25 passages mention the milili.try orticrs.\ 
Without already being able to solve all the textual and factual prohlcms 

posed by these passages, the known Syriac material shall he CvalUi.lICd 
and presented here to foster further interdisciplinary discussion between 
medievalists and orientalists.6 

As will be seen, the Syriac Orthodox became aware of the militury 
orders immediately after they were foun�ed and accepted them ns onc of 

the Latin forces in the Levant. They were well infonncu about the spiri. 
tu,al concept of the military orders. Contrary to expectations they, appar· 
ently, had no objections to it. One could have expected otherwise: the 
members of the military orders - in the Levant most prominently the 
Knights TempJar and the Hospitallers _7 were men who combinell rcli· 

4 The since then often quoted passages were gll.thered by P. Kawer.u.l. lJi,' 1111."/1;,,, 
.rch� Kirche im uitult�r du Syri.fl·lIl'n Rt'IIai,f.<:fJnl'I': Ill,'" "",I Wirklid,I."j,. Berliner 
Byzantinische Arbeiten, 3 (Berlin, 1960). pp. 82·5. For new sources sec H. KauOlllltl, 
"Zur syrischen Kirc:hengeschic:hte des 12. Jahrhunder1s: Neue Qucllen Uller ·lnC('(lnm" 
bar Wahbfin", Or. Chr., 74 (1990), pp, 115-51; A.B, Schmidt and P. I'lalfler. "Dcr Ihief 
Papst Innozenz 11. an den armenischen Katholikos Greg(lr Ill.: Ein wenig heachlclc:-. 
Dokument zur Geschichte der Synode von Jerusalem (Olitem 1141 ) ", Ant/lldrill'" /H.�rll· 
riae Condlilfm, 31 (1999), pp. 50-71. 

S BE CE QCC.; BE CP; AA 1234 CFJCP 11; M (lU). Apart from the! intruductinns cun· 
sull also A. Baumstark, Gnchichf� du .ryri.u·hM Litl'rutllr (Bunn. 19221. pp. :!9H·Jnll. 
302, 312·20; l,·M. Piey, "Esquisse d'une bibliographic de Bar Hehmcus", Parolr Jt' 

l'Oritnl. 13 (1988), pp. 279·312; A.B. Schmidt, "Die zwcifache amlcnilichc RC1.cnsiun 
der syrischen Chronik Michael des GroBen", u MII.�eoll, 109 (11)9('1. pp. 2t)1}·.lI9: 
L.J. Conrad, "The Ambic Bar Hebmeus", Puroif! dt 1'0rit''''. 19 (1'N41. pp .. \lH-7H. 

6 Indices given by the editors and translators of the Syriae chronicles in this case tlu 
nOI prove to be reliable: M 595·7 (IU, 201.3): M 59!! (Ill. 207·11): M 612·J (Ill. 2.\1): 
M 614 (rn, 235-6): M 644 (HI. 287): BE CP 319 (279-!!O). compare Ihe Amlcniun revi· 

sion: Chroniqu� d� Michtl It Gra nd, Langlois, p. 310 (/u('fma in Ihe chmniclc t1f 
Michael); BE CP 323 (283), compare Chroniqllf! dt Michl'llt· {j/'{JIId, Langl(lis. p . . \14 
(lacuna in the chronicle of Michael); BE CP 330 (2!!1I). AA 1234 CP 11 I HIP} {141·21: 
M 720 (Uf, 379): BE CP 354 (308-9); M 734 (Ill, 404): AA 12:\4 ep II 1911 (\4K); BE 
CP 373-4 (324.5); BE CP 390 (337); BE CP 430 (370). AA 1234 CP 11 5111 (171); BE 
CP 442 (379), BE CP 444 (381), BE CP 454 (389), BE CP 462·) (396): BE CP 54.\-4 
(463); BE CE ace. 669 (670), BE CP 578·9 (492-3). 

1 See J. RiJey-Smith, The Knights of SI. lolrn in hru,falrm u n d Cyprll.'; ,'. IOS(J·O/O: 
A Hi.ftory of the Order of tlr� Ho.fpital of SI. John of lUII.fulrm. I (London. 1%7): 
M. Barber, The New Knighthood: A Hi,ffory of Iht Ordtr of Ill,. TMlp,," (Camhridge, 
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gious life and military service. As a form of vira religiosa this must have 
been unheard of within Oriental Christian communities, as indeed it was 
within Latin Christian communities.1! Even for the members of the mili­
tary orders themselves, their specific form of life could pose theological 
and social problems,l! It is therefore worth noting that the Syriac chroni­
clers never seem to have been inclined to share the Latin's theological 
reservations. 

Equally surprising is a report indicating that Syriac Orthodox and 
members of the military orders were killed side by side far up in the 
north-east of Syria. Both observations consequently lead to the question 
about the Syriac Orthodox's own attitude towards war, which has not yet 
been investigated systematically.1O No exhaustive answer shall be 
attempted here, since the very existence of military involvement of Syr­
iae Orthodox has not received the attention it deserves. These military 
activities. however, shall be interpreted as the context in which the Syr­
iae reports about the military orders make sense. 

11 

The majority of the passages in the Syriac chronicles deal with military 
history. Involvement of Syriac Orthodox is not reported. The first well-

1994); for further reading consult K. Elm, "Die Spiritualitat der geistlichen Rittcrorden 
des Mittelalters: Forschungsstand und Forschungsprobleme", in Mililiu Cltrh-/i e Cro/"i­
uta lIei .v('coli XI-XI/J, Miscellanea del Centro di sludi medioevali, 13 (Milan, I 992). 
pp. 477-518; A. Lutlrell, "The Military Orders: Some definitions", in Militia Sum·t; 
Sc'puleri - Idea f' i,\·'illlziuni: Alii dd Culloquio int('rlla:ionall' I/'/wlo prr.tS(I Id Plllllift­
cia IIniversirclcl£'1 Ulfrl'UIIO /0-/2 ""rilr 1996, ed. K. Elm and C.O. Fonseca (Vatican 
City, 1998), pp. 77-88. 

g Sec, however, similiar institutions in a similar conlCllt, the early militant confr.tter­
nities in Spain: N. Jaspcrt, "Frilhfonnen der geilalichcn Rincrorden und die Krcuzzugs­
bewegung auf der lberischen Halbinsel", in Ellropu WI tin Wl'lldl' 1'011/ 11. :lfm 12. 
1(111rllllnll£'rl: Bt.'irriigc' :u Ehre/l I'IJ1f We""c'r GUt':, ed. K. Herbers (SIUl1gtlrt, 2OCII), 
pp. 90-116. I would like 10 thank N. Juspert for reviewing the present paper. 

� They had to face criticism as well as their own doubts. Ellhortations are known to 
have come from Ihe mosl approved authorities of the time, see Bemard of Clairvaull, Dc' 
lu/u/e novuc' mililiae, S. BC'rn"rc/i Opero. cd. J. Leclercq and H.M. Rocl1ais, III (Rome, 
1963), pp. 207-38. J. Leclercq, "Un document sur les debuts des Templiers". RI'I'UC' 

c/'Hi.woire EC'l"/hiasliqul', 52 (1957), pp. 81-91: lice also R. Hiestand, "Kardinlllbischof 
Matthiius von Albano, das Konzil von Troyes und die Entstehung des Templerordens", 
Zeirschrifr for Kirc'hengeschichu', 91 (1988). pp. 295-323, p. 296 for further references. 

\U See, however, A. Palmer, "De overwinning van het kruis en het probleem van de 
christelijke nederlaag: Kruistochten en djihaad in Byzantijnse en Syrisch-orthodo.llc 
agen", in Heiligc' oorlogm: Een lJndrrzot'k naor hisfori.tclte ('/I "f'dc·nda(J,�.fe I'omwn 1'lIn 
cof/eclit'/ rrligiell,\· gt'weld, ed. H. Bakker and M. Gasman (Kampen, 1991), pp. 84-109. 
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known b'!,ttle to be mentioned is not, as could be expected. the siege of 
Damascus in 1148,11 but the conquest of Ascaion in 1153.12 The next 
incident mentioned is the battle between Reynald of Chiitillon and 
Prince Thoras of Annenia in Alexandrette in 1156.13 It is followed by 
the battle of I:larim in 1164,14 Montgisard in 1177. Jj the battle on the 
river Litani in 1179,16 and l:Janin in 1187.1' The military orders are fur· 
ther mentioned in the context of consultations between Richard Lion­
heart and Malik al-·A.dil in 1191,18 the siege of Damietta in 1219 and 
1221,19 and the conquest of Acre in 1291.20 Here the military orders are 
depicted more or less like other military powers, who were involved in 
collecting tribute, in the assault and the defence of towns, and in politi­
cal negotiations.21 Where the chroniclers gathered their knowledge about 
these battles is a source-critical problem as yet unsolved.22 The passages 
in question, however, sometimes clearly show Latin23 and sometimes 
M1,!sH.m,provenance.24 

Another more general conclusion can be gained from this first glance. 
Michael and Bar <Ebroyo were born in areas of Muslim domination. 
Michael visited the territories of the Latins several times at the stan of 
his administration, and Bar 'Ebroy5 lived there for part of his earlier 
life.2S Th�.¥1onymous is known for his excellent sources for the history 

II M 639 (lII, 276); BE CP 313 (274); AA 1234 CP n 149 ( 1 12). 
12 BE CP 3J9 (279·80); Chroniqul' de Michcl It' Gmnd, Langlois, 3 1 0  (fm·/IIIII in the 

chronicle of Michael); AA 1234 CP Il 155-6 (116-7) does not mention them. 
Il BE CP 323 (283); compare Chroniqlll! de Michl'1 It' Grand, L::lnglois, 314 (lcmma 

in the chronicle of Michael). 
!4 BE CP 330 (288). 
I' AA 1234 CP Il 188·9 (141·2); M 709· 10 ( III, 375) does not mention Ihem, neither 

does BE CP 353-4 (207·8). 
16 M 720 (Ill, 379); BE CP 354 (308·9). 
!7 M 734 (m, 404); AA 1234 CP 11 198 (148); BE CP 373-4 (324-5). 
18 BE CP 390 (337). 
L9 AAI234 CPII518(l71). 
W BE CP 578·9 (492-3). 
11 See also BE CP 430 (730), 444 (381), 454 (389), 462-3 (396), 543-4 (463). 
II Michael's secular sources for the twelfth century are virtually unknown, sce the 

introduction of Chabot 10 M (I), xxxv·xuvi; P. Kawerau, ··Barbarossas Too nach ·Imad 
ad-DIn und Michael Syrus", Or. Chr., 48 (1964), pp. 135-42; for Bar ·Ebroyo sce the 
recent studies of Hennan Teule, esp., "The Crusaders in Barhebraeus' Syriuc and Arabic 
Secular Chronicles: A Different Approach", in East and West in rh,. Cm.Wlde'r S''''t".�. I, 
pp. 39-49. 

1l At leaSI I would like to suggest this for BE CP 323 (283), which must stem from 
Michael (now lacuna): compare Chronique de Michel le Grand, Langlois, p. 314. 

2.4 BE CP 373-4 (324-5), who preferred this version to Ihal of M 734 (1II, 404). 
1!1 W. Hage, Theologische Realen"Zyklopiidie, XXII (1992), pp. 710·2, s.v. Michael der 

Syrer; H. Teule, in Encyclopedia of Iran, VDI (1997), pp. 13-5. s.v. Ebn al·'Ebri. 
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of Edessa. which is why he is widely assumed to be of Edessenian ori· 
gin.�h Be it <:IS it may. he was certainly born after the loss of the County 
of Edessa to the Muslims but was in Jerusalem when it fell to Saladin in 
1 187.27 Hence. he must have seen members of the military orders and 
the places where they stayed in Jerusalem and elsewhere. The chroni· 
clers' starling position being quite equal in this respect. their interest in 
the military orders turns out to be less so. 

The anonymous chronicler mentions the military orders only three 
times. He was also misinfonned about their actions. After all. his inlel· 
lectuul world is not concerned with the West. He records. not whether 
scholurs knew Greek but whether they knew Arabic;2M in fact. he was 
mainly interested in Arabic culture and the Oriental world. No direct 
conlucts between him and Latins of any position can be detected. 

The bulk of the passages is offered by the chronicle of Bar 'Ebroyo. 
which is only p.trtly due to the lacunae in the chronicle of Michael.2'j 
Most of them concern military history. Some of the pussages by 
Michael. discussed in the following. apparently did not find Bar 
'Ebroyo's interest. 

III 

Michael the Great describes the origin and early history of the military 
orders. The passage in question is inserted into his chronicle ad a. I 1I R 
or 1119. It is distinguished by a headline. "taS"ito da·frer abe frange". 
that is to say. "a narrative about the/rer. the Frankish brethren". Corn· 
pared to other narratives in Michael's chronicle. no stylistic change can 
be perceived. From the way the development of the Knights Templar is 
presented. the narration must have been written in the second half of the 
twelfth century and before the battle of l:iagin in 11 R7. This is congruent 
with the assumption made on other grounds that this part of the chroni· 
cle must have been written after the year 1165.3u There is no positive 

!t, Fiey in hi.� intmductiun tn AA 1234 CEJCP 11. vii·viii ag:lin disc.'ussed the evidence 
euncluding with: "11 semble 4ue run puiss� ripundre sans hcsitcr llue r&rivuin ctlLil 
Etles...enicn .• , 

21 AA 1234 CP 11 200 (\ SUI. 
ZlI AA 1234 CE 11 302 (226); AA IB4 CE 11 3()Cj (231). 
� TWtJ pas.'>l1ge.� can he tr.lecd, see above notc.� 1 1 .  12. Concerning the Im·mult' cun· 

suh ChaOOI. Introduclion in M (I), Ix·lxii. 
.\11 D. Wcilecke, "Mor Michael cler GroBc ( 1 126·1 199): Die Beschrcibung der Zcilcn·· 

(unpublished dissertuliun, Berlin, 1(99), pp. 127·)0. 
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proof. however, that Michael himself was the author of this narration 
and in all probability he used second hand information. 

Scholars do not hold this account of the origin of the /rer in high 
esteem as to the infonnation it provides about the early history of the 
Knights TempJar,ll For the present survey, however. another feature 
comes to light: although the account does not relate any direct encounter 
betweel"! Syriac Orthodox and members of the military orders, it leaves 
the impression that such encounters must have taken place. 

The narration starts off by reporting the first steps of the history of the 
Knights Temp!ar: 

"In the beginning of the reign of Bagd/lin 11 {=Balwin U (1118-1131)] a 
Frankish man came from Rome to Jerusalem 10 pray. He had taken a vow 
not to go back to his own lands but rather, after helping the King in his bat­
tles for three years, he - and the 30 knights, who were with him - would 
become monks and would fulfil their lives there, in Jerusalem. And when 
[he King and his magnates saw that they succeeded in the battles and vir­
tuously helped the city during their service in these three years, they 
advised him, instead of becoming a monk and only saving his own soul. to 
serve in the army together with those, who would accompany him, and to 
protect those places from brigands. And when he accepted this advice. this 
man, whose name was HU d-Payn and also those 30 knights agreed and 
came with him, the King gave them the house of Solomon for habitation 
and villages for their livelihood. And likewise the Patriarch gave to them 
some of the villages of the Church. "32 

Whereas this passage describes the assignment of the brethren as an 

unspecified military service on behalf of the city of Jerusalem, a second 
definition of their purpose is presented at the end of the narration: 
"Although they have been founded for the sake of the pilgrims, whom 

they guarded on the streets, later on they also set off with the kings for 
the battles against the Turks. "33 

This account reveals some apologetic elements: The virtuous Hugh de 
Payen and his knights were coaxed into military service with a very 

convincing argument. Instead of selfishly saving only their own souls by 

leading the contemplative life of the monks, they are asked to do more, 

JI Compare Barber. New Knit:hthood (see n. 7), pp. 6, 7, 10; A. Lutlrell, "The Eartiest 
Templars". in Autour de la Premiere Croisade: Acte.t du Col/oqlle de 1(1 Society for the 
Study of the Crusades and the Latin East (Clermont-Ft'rrand. 22-25 Juin 1995), ed. 
M. Balard (Paris, 1996). pp. 193-202. 

12 M 595-6 (Ill, 201). Concerning the dates of foundation see Hiestand. "Kardinal­
bischof Matthiius von Albano" (see n. 9). For a recent discussion of the sources of the ori­
gins see Lultrell "Earliest Templars" (see n. 31). 

13 M 596 (UI. 203). 
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10 join in good service for olhers. "Service" (te!mefro) appears to be a 
keyword of the text. Mililary service is not only equated to religious ser­
vice but fighting becomes a foml of worship, as, in fact, it was in the 
conceptions of the military orders:34 "And when it is ordered to go to a 
place to die, he has no right to say: 'I don't go!' but as he promised. 
until death, he labours in this service for faith" ("te�me�t5 bOde d-hay­
m5mlt5").35 

But to whom is this apology directed? The Orientals were not an 
interested party here, and their approval or disapproval of the way of life 
of the Knights Templar was of little concern to the Latin authorities. The 
passage. then, might rather preserve an argument of the early internal 
Latin conflicts connected wilh this new fonn of religious life and its spe­
cific discrepancy between the desire for contemplation and military 
duty:lll 

As 10 their religious way of life Michael's account reads: "And they 
defined their way of life by these rules, to live monastically rdayro'i!]: 
that they have no women and do nOI go to the baths; and that they will 
never purchase anything separately, but give their entire property to the 
community."37 

By dayro'i! the Syriac Orthodox writer does not mean monastic ism in 
the Latin sense. In the West, the previous four centuries had brought a 
great differentiation of rules, customs, statutes, and orders of monks and 
regular canons. whereas Syriac Orthodox fonns of religious life 
remained individual and flexible. The tenn only refers to religious life in 
the community in contrast to the life of the anchorites. It is exactly this 
aspect of their life being a communal one which is repeatedly stressed, 
as the narrator says that all the new members, "sons of kings, and kings, 
magnates, and humble men are united with them in the brotherhood, 
which is a spiritual one" ("metJ:layadTn 'amhun b-al]ut5 d-ak hode 
rU�5n6yto ").3K 

Both abo, the terminus tec/lIlicus for the jrer, and alllito are well 
established as tenns for religious relationships in the Syriac Orthodox 
culture.3Y Nevertheless some infonnant must have explained the fact that 

J.I See above notes 7 and 8. 
J� M 596 (Ill, 202). 
3h Comp are esp. Leclerq, "Un document" (see n. 9), pp. 86-9. 
l' M 596 (Ill, 201). 
la M 596 (Ill. 201). the sentence is unclear. perhaps incomplete. 
3'1 For some references see R. Payne-Smith. Tholllll·II.\· SyriaclIs. J (Oxford. 1897; 

reprint New York. 1981). pp. 110-1. who stales "Praesertim Christiani se invicem (mtres 
nominnverunt. .. postea coenobitae monachique nomen sibi assumpserunt. unde Ang!. 
friars . . . ... and ibid .• pp. 111-2. Kawer-.l.U, lukobifi.fchl.' Kin·hl.' (see n. 4). pp. 122-3. and 
the studies he used were unaware of this fact. 
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the life of the Irer was organized as a spiritual confraternita:-,4U and he 
took pains to translate the Latin and French words. The narrator is also 
informed about some further peculiarities of Latin religious life: "Their 
habits {am ne] and their rules [q6nune] are written down and are 
arranged. "41 The Syriac Orthodox tradition does not distinguish between 
rules and customs as written documents to regulate religious life. yel 
the narrator faithfully records both words. Again, someone apparently 
stressed these facts and translated the terms in question.42 

Bearing in mind these translations of words and features of social life, 
one conceives a certain dialogue. As the narration unfolds and further 
details about the life of the brethren are related - revealing an amalga­
mation of features of the Knights TempJar and the Hospitallers - two 
directions of dialogue become evident. The Syriac Orthodox would ask 
about aspects familiar to him from his own culture and religious experi. 
ence: How does one become afrer?43 Do they really have no property 
of their own?44 What clothes do they have apart from their white cloak? 
What do they eat?45 How do they earn their Livelihood and who does the 
work for them? The author records all infonnation with equanimity, 
even the following one: 

"And for everybody who dies they celebrate 40 masses, and feed the poor 
for him for 40 days, every day 40 souls. And his memory will be kept ill 

40 See Hiestand "Kardinalbischof Matthlius von Albano" (see n. 9). 
41 M 596 (Ill, 202). 
�2 See La Regie du Temple, ed. H. Cunon (Paris, (886); Die ll/'.�p/'ijnKIi('h(' T(·mplu­

regel, ed. G. Schnilrer, Studien und Dmtellungen aus dem Gebiete der Geschichte. 3/[-2 
(Freiburg. Br., 1903); Cartulaire general de l'ordre du Temple J /19? -/ISO: Rf'(,lIl'iI df'.f 
chartes et des bulles relatives d I'ordre du Temple, ed. Marquis d'Albon (Paris. 1913); 
Call111aire general de I'ordre de,f Hospitalier.f de St. Jean de Jlmso/f'm (1I00-HOD), 
ed. J. Delaville le Roulx (Paris, 1894-1906). S. Cerrini, "A New Edition of the Latin 
and French Rule of the Temple", in The Military Orders, u, Wdfare and Wurfurr, ed. 
H. Nicholson (Aldershot, 1998), pp. 207·15. 

41 Michael 596 (rn, 202): "Everybody who comes to be a brother with [hem is 
rejected for one year. During that time [not: "On lui lit les regles par sept fois .. . "I the 
rules are read to him, and during the whole time he is told 'See to it that you do nOl 
deceive yourself, in case you are not able to live up to the fulfilment of thc.'iC rules. Do 
penance and return to your home!' At the end of that year they say Ihe prayers above thc 
one, who accepts it and promises to carry the burden, as they clothe him in their habit." 

44 Michnel 596 (ITI. 202): ''They observe however the following custom that nobody is 
allowed to possess anything for himself, neither a house, nor money. nor other propertie. ...... 
And if someone is found to have concealed something from the community, or, when he dies, 
it is discovered that he had something which he did not give 10 the community, they do not 
even spread the clothes, which consist of one simple white habit, over [himJ for the funeml." 

�$ Michae1597 (rn, 202): "Their food is as follows: on Sundays, on Tuesdays and on 
Thursdays they eat meat, and the rest of the week milk, eggs, and cheese, but only the 
priests and the deacons who are serving in the churches drink whine with their bread 
every day of the week." 
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the masses of their churches in all eternity. And those who die in the 
battles. they count among the martyrs." 

But in addition to these aspects. the Syriac Orthodox learns some fea­
tures of the Latin way of organising religious life which he would never 
ask about because there is no equivalent in  his own culture. Apart from 
the documents regulating their lives. these features include most promi-

\ nently the centralised hierarchy of the knights and their strict rules of 
obedience and communal life,46 

A specific feature of the narration requires explanation: if someone 
neglects the vows he took upon him, ..... without mercy and without any 
inlercession he dies by the sword" .47 This is obviously a dramatisation 
of the actual facts as is Ihe description of the recruits of the new order, 
who are supposed to be "sons of kings, and kings, magnates and humble 
men" .411 Dramatisation is one of the prominent features of the narra­
tion.49 This feature seems to allow some further considerations: if the 
initial informant had been a Knight Templar he would deliberately have 
been telling lies. However, the informant was probably not a Knight 
Templar. Rather, there seems to be a considerable distance between the 
chronicler and the inilial cross-cultural dialogue. 

At the same time, the dramatisation underlines even more strongly the 
rules and the asceticism of the knights. as well as the widespread recog­
nition of their virtuousness and their fame. This fearure, then, has apolo­
getic effects as welL 

IV 

This narration about the early history of the /rir is followed by another 
one, concentraring on charity.50 Here many of the features of the first 

4ft Michael596 (Ill. 202): " ... and nobody is allowed to go out without the permission 
of the prior (rf.wj]. or to sleep anywhere else but in their house or to eat bread but at the 
communal table." Michael 597 (Ill. 202): "And in every city and in every village where 
they have a house there is a prior or a commander. and according to his command they all 
serve. each in  his own occupation. The one prior common to them all is in Jerul\ulem. He 
is the one who rules over all of them, while on no account shall anybody be in charge 
over anything particular himself." See A. Forey. "Rank and Authority in the Military 
Orders during the TwelFth and Thirteenth Century". Slltdia Mona.�ti(·(J. 40 (1998). 
pp. 291·327. 

_7 M 596 (III. 202). 
-48 M 596 (III. 20 [) . 
• 9 Perhaps dramatisation is also responsible for the rise of numbers of the first mem­

bers, which time and again puzzled scholars working with this passage. see above note 33. 
so M 598 (1II, 207-8). 



62 

account reappear; therefore the interpretation just given can now be 
tested for its validity. As indicated, Michael does not distinguish 
between the different military orders and only has one set of designa­
tions at his disposal, which makes it impossible to identify the frer men­
tioned in his chronicle.51 

In the year 1120, the narrator tells us, there was a severe famine in 
Jerusalem, and the jrer, whose custom it was to distribute food to the 
poor, were prepared to face death together with them and to share the 
small remains of their wheat with them. Then a miracle took place and 
they were able to feed everybody. "And this miracle was proclaimed 
everywhere for the glory of God. "52 

Again apology makes itself felt, this time described as a proclamation, 
which also reached the Syriac Orthodox. They were now, in facI, an 
interested party as they, too, were part of the religious and social land­
scape of Jerusalem affected by the rule of the Latins. Even if this 
account cannot at present be corroborated, the historical situation where 
Latins saw the need to legitimate their position towards their oriental 
Christian subjects is certainly genuine: Michael claims to be an eyewit­
ness to the proclamation of the successful battle of Montgisard in the 
Principality of Antioch. Thus he learned a certain Latin version of the 
events, stressing divine support and hence, legitimate Latin warfare and 
rule.S) 

Again the use of specific terms reveals the ultimate origin of this 
piece of information: " ... these /reI', that is to say 'brethren', those who 
call themselves DAWYH [m.."r<�] which is a/oh6ye,"S4 lean- Baptiste 
Chabot, the French translator of Michael's chronicle, translated af6hoye 
with divin, which seems to be a surprising self-designation for the hum­
ble commilitones. In fact, Michael obviously uses the same term by 
which the Templars are known from Arabic texts, ad-diiwiyya. Appar­
ently this term cannot be derived from the Arabic and therefore different 
suggestions for loan words from outside have been put forward. Hitti 
explained the Arabic term as a Syriac loan word, as an arabisation of the 

SI Unlike the anonymous, Bar 'EbrOyO again occasionally uses the term U�I(! as 
Michael does, 

jl M 598 (llI, 207). 
S) One wonders in  which language this proclamation was made: M 718.9 (Ill, 375); 

compare BE CP 353-4 (207·8), who copied the account but preferred not to conclude 
with Michael's testimony but with quotations from a Muslim source, and a Muslim 
proclamation of the outcome of the battle issued in Egypt, which further stresses the 
importance of this medium. 

S! M 598 (lU, 207). 
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Syriac d6we, d6wy6.s� But this derivation has been dismissed. Another 
hypothesis supposes Arabic dtiwiyya to be the arabised Latin word devo­
tus or rather, French devOt.5b 

The Syriac sources corroborate this thesis. The anonymous and Bar 
'Ebr5y5 clearly use an Arabic loan word. Michael's spelling is a little 
different. He presents DAWYH as a tenn the brethren use themselves and 
translates it. His translation of the term al6h6y6 should indeed be inter­
preted as "belonging to the god, sacred" instead of Chabot's divino 

Divo" therefore, is the original tenn. But DAWYH is a phonetic tran­
scription o f  the arahised term. The Syrian again heard an intermediary, 
who in this case spoke Arabic. 

v 

The next two passages to be mentioned report actual contact between 
Syriac Orthodox and members of the military orders. Inserted ad a. 1130 

in the chronicle of Michael the Great is the story of the rather restless 
Bis.hop of Segestan, who deserted his diocese in this year and was 
excommunicated because of that. 57 Time and again he is provided with 
a new see and livelihood, conspicuously with the help of a Latin, loce­
Iyn 11, Count of Edessa, who strongly interfered in Syriac Orthodox 
affairs.5S But the Bishop continued to fail and was expelled by the faith­
ful. After 1138: 

" . . .  he continued to wander about from one place to another and went 10 
Jerusalem, and as he could not bear it in our monastery, which is there. he 
joined the Franks who are called }i"fr. and finally he fell into an oven and 
burnt. "S'I 

No identification of these brethren with either of the military orders can 
be attempted here. But one would like to know why. of all the possibil­
ities he could have chosen, it would be attractive for the Bishop from 

5S Ph.K. Hiui. Hi.tlvry of (he' Arahs: From 1/11' Earlie'.\·' Timt'.\· /(J ,hi' Pr/'Sc'lI/ (London 
etc., 1970iU). p. 644. n. 3: "Ar. DfiwiYlIh, corruption ora Syriac word for ·poor·. the orig­
inal name of the order in Latin being Pallpt'l't!.� I·ommilif()m'.� Chri.\·li (Poor Knights of 
Christ)." William Budge was not awure of the meaning of this tenn: he consequently 
translated it "wretched Brethren": compare BE CP in his tr.J.nslation. 324 etc. 

SI, St.R. Humphreys, E12. Supplement fase. 3-4 (1981). pp. 204-6. s.y. Diiwiyya und 
Isbitariyya; H. Hein. "Der Deutsche Orden bei den arubischen Historikem der Kreuz­
zugszeit". Der Islam. 76 (1999), pp. 148-54. 

S7 M 612-3 (III. 231-2). 
SIC M 612 (Ill, 231). 628 (Ill. 259). 
YJ M 613 (Ill. 232). 
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afar to JOin the brethren in Jerusalem. Neither Armenians nor Capts 
would accept him, and maybe the Latin monastic orders settled in and 
about Jerusalem decided not to accept him either/Il} At first sight. this 
passage is proof only for an isolated spontaneous encounter between 
Syriac Orthodox and brethren. 

There are, however, more clues for connecting pieces in the triangle 
formed by the military orders, Jocelyn lI, and SYTiac Orthodox of the 
County of Edessa, and they are all the more welcome since little is 
known of the activity of the military orders in this area.61 One of them is 
provided by the following lemma ad a. 1133. It alludes to some activity 
of the /rer far up in the north or even outside the Crusader States.62 
"During the time when this eclipse took place, that is to say the darkness 
of the sun, 40 knights/reI' were slain and with them 400 other Christians 
and the deacon Bar QRYA." 

60 The minphysitic sister-churches usually accepted each other's verdict� during the 
twelfth century as can be seen in a Cop!ie and in a Syriuc Orthodox connic!; sce G. Onlf. 
Ein Rt[ormVtr.fuch inntrhalh dl'r koprisdlt.n Kirche im zwiJ/ften iuhrJlJlmll'l'r (Paderbom. 
1923). Theodor bar Wahbt1n had to leave the monastery of the Armenians in Jerusalem 
where he sought refuge and was accepted in Cilicia only after the conflict between the 
Catholicos and Patriarch Michael aggravated, see Kaufhold, "Zur syrischen Kin:hen· 
geschichte" (see n. 4). Prof. H.E. Mayer doubts that this encounter is historical and com· 
ments: Why should the Latin institution have accepted him, as he probably had nothing 
to offer? The motive of a bishop falling into an oven is also rather suspicious. This being 
true, the evidence leave.� no room for doubt that the term [rer before the arrival of thc 
mendicants can only refer 10 members of the military orders. Whether or not the narr<ltion 
is considered to be historical requires explanation. 

61 The first settlement of the Hospital dates back to the reign of Baldwin 11, perhaps 
even to the time when he was Count of Edessa. Jocelyn Il's first known donation dates 
from 1 134, see Rtgesra Rtgni Hierosolymitani (MXCVI/I·MCCXCl), ed. R. R6hricht 1= 
RRH) (Oenipointi, 1904), n. 206, 137b, 1 5 1 .  Concerning RRH, n. 390 :«:e H.E. Mayer. 
Varia Alltiochena, MOH Studien und Texte, 6 (Hanover, 1993), pp. 65·74, who dates the 
original chart 10 1 143, and ihid., pp. 114-7, n. 3. I would like to thank Prof. H.E. Maycr 
for correcling this note and for the following reference: R. Hiestnnd, "Ein unbekanntes 
Privileg Filrst Bohemunds 11. vcn Anliochia flir das Hospital vcn Man 1 1 27 und die 
FrUhgeschichte der anliochenischen FUrstenkanzlei ", Archil' fiir Diplomatik, 43 ( 1 998). 
pp. 2746. See also C. Cahen, La Syrie du Nord a l'Epoqul' de.� Croi.\·<ldj'.� I!r III Prim·i· 
pal/re [r anque d'Antioche (Paris, 1940), pp. 5 1()"26. 

62 M 614 (III, 235·6). See Bartholomaei dl' ColtOI! monuchi No,.wkf'II.�i.� Hi.l'foriu 
Anl:ficana (AD. 449·1298) etc., cd. HR Luard (London, 1859), ad a. 1 133, 62: "Eadem 
anno interfecti sunt omnes mililes Templi. Eodem anno tenebrae factae sunt in Anglia et 
lerrnemotus; sol similis factu.� est lunne tertiae." Matthat'i Puri.tit'lI.tis mOllodli Sum'r; 
Albani chronica majora, ed. HR Luard, 11 (London, 1874), p. 159: "Anno Domini 
MCXXXlli. Tenebme factae sunl in Anglia, et terra mota est; sol similis factus lunae ter· 
tiae ... . Interfecti sunl omnes milites Templi Domini." Usually these passages are iden· 
tified with the defeat of Damascus in 1 129 mentioned among others by William of Tyre, 
Chroll;con, pp. 13, 26. See M.L. Bulst�hiele, Sacral' Domu.� Militiut' Templi Hil'ro.tolymi. 
rani Mugis/ri: Unter.fuchllngen zur Geschkhfe de.v Templerordells 1118119·1314 (OBuin. 
gen, 1974), p. 28, n. 39 and others. 
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No indication is given as to how this killing came about or where it 
took place. But some pages earlier the deacon is identified."'·l He 
belonged to the Bene QRYA, who were entangled in a fierce conflict 
with the Bene KMRA, concerning land property in the vicinity of the 
Euphrates. The Bene KMRA was the family of the Syriac Orthodox 
Patriarch Athanasius VU. The Emir of Amid became involved and the 
conflict aggravated into a veritable feud. The anonymous relates that the 
Patriarch was kept in Amid against his will and that he could take leave 
only after the diplomatic efforts of a certain Syriac Orthodox named 
Michael bar Snmono. official of the Edessenian administration, second 
to Jocelyn 1I himself, who seems to have threatened the Emir with 
raids.M Hence, the anonymous alludes to military activity of Latins. The 
context is a little different, since the Count took the side of the Patriarch 
whereas the Irer perhaps fought with the Bene QR Y A, but nevertheless 
the report of the anonymous corroborates the passage in Michael's 
chronicle.65 

After the fall of Edessa conditions changed. In 1148 an event took 
place which brought the future Patriarch Michael, then 22 years of age, 
involuntarily into direct contact with the frer:66 the assault by Count 
Jocelyn 1I and his Annenian-Latin troops on the rich monastery Mor 
Ba�awmo.67 According to Michael. the attack has to be seen in the con­
text of skirmishes provoked by the concurrence of Danishmendids and 
Latins in the border region, taking their toll on several Syriac Orthodox 
monasteries.6!I Following Michael's account, the priests accompanying 
Jocelyn apparently went straight into the church to loot, and afterwards 
Jocelyn .. . . .  ordered his soldiers to inspect the cells and to collect every­
thing to be found in gold, and silver, and brass, and iron, and gannents, 
and carpets".ft') 

6J M 602 (III, 213). 
().t AA 1234 CE lIt 302 (226). 
lIS Ten year!'! earlier a Lalin-Annenian conlingent, also from Edessa, was active in 

the northern region for different reasons, see O. Dedeyan, "Un projel de colonisation 
annenienne dans le royaume latin de Jerusalem sous Amaury ler ( 1 162·1174}", in 
Le partage dll monde: Echungl'''' et colonisatioll dun.r lu mflc/iff'rrum;f' mhJih'uh'. ed. 
M. Balard et A. Duceilier, Byzantina Sorbonensia, 17  (Paris, 1998), pp. 1 0 1 -40, 
p. 105. 

66 See Kawerau. iukohili.fchl' Kin'he (see n. 4), p. 84 etc. 
67 E. Honigmann, & coU\'enf de Bur.fullmu I.'f /e pUfriarcuf jucohite d'Amioclll' ('I clt' 

Syrie, CSCO, 146, Subs.7 (Louvain. 1954); H. Knufuotd, "Notes on the Late History of 
the Barsauma Monastery", Hugoye (http://syrcom.cua.edu/Hugoye), 3,2. 

toll M 644 (1lI, 287). 
69 M 644 (HI, 287). 
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Then the irer were moved to action: 

VI 

"Some Frankish men who were with him were of those frer that is to say 
'brethren', When they saw this [the ongoing looting], they said to him 
[Jocelyn]: 'We come with you for the battle with the Turks, and for the 
relief of Christians - not for the plundering of churches and monasteries! ' 

And as they went away from him, they would not even eat bread nor drink 
water. "70 

Gregorius Bar <Ebr6yo copied the account aboU( the assaulr from 
Michael's chronicle into his own history of the patriarchs of Antioch. 
except for this passage.71 The brethren might not have been of any inter­
est to his intended audience.72 His readers must have been quite ignorant 
of the western world because they needed basic infonnation about such 
prominent places as Antalya and Cyprus.n But by omitting this rather 
dramatic element of the /rer defection from Jocelyn's contingent, a new 
sinister twist enters the story. In Bar "Ebroyo's account there is simply 
no pious person to be seen in the Latin troops. And there is another 
omission producing a similar effect: as he also cut part of another sen­
tence, the story now reads as if the priests and not the soldiers looted the 
private cells of the monks! 

These and other changes he makes to Michael's reports on the IreI' 
are, however, not decisive clues for a critical attitude of the maphriall 
towards the knights. For twice he records without comment the claim of 
the jrer that their houses and their labour were for the benefit of all 
Christians.14 Such was the answer of the brethren to a diplomatic mis­
sion not corroborated by Annenian or Latin sources: The Syriac Ortho­
dox Patriarch Ignatius ill David (1222-52) and the Annenian Catholicos 
Constantine (122 1-67) are said to have tried to mediate between Isabel, 

70 M 644 (UI, 287). 
11 LUders, Kreuzziigt' im Urteil syrischer und armenischer Qlle/lt'n (see n. I). p. J 5, 

specially preferred Bar 'Ebroyo's chronicle to Michael's because of its assumed objecli­
vity, following the opillio c:ommuni,f of the scholan, see above note 5. His achievement .. 
in historical writing left undiminished, one resull of the present paper is thal his use of 
Michael (and other sources!) should be analysed in detail. His additions and interpreta­
tions clearly deserve critical treatment. 

72 The discussion about the intended audience of the historical works by Bar 'Ebroy?j 
is still going on, see Conrad, "The Arabic Bar Hebraeus" (see n. 5), and critical 10 that 
Teule, "Crusaders in Barhebraeus' Syriac and Arabic Secular Chronicles" (see n. 22). 

7J BE CP 420 (363). 
74 BE ep 323 (283); BE CP 454 (389). 
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Queen of the Kingdom of Annenia, the Regent Constantine, and the 
Hospitallers in Seleucia. There the Queen had sought asylum after the 
death of King Philip in 1224. According to Bar 'Ebroyo, the prelates 
tried to put an end to the schisms and war in Cilicia?5 

As to encounters between Syriac Orthodox and knights, another 
prominent passage is brought to mind.76 Bar <Ebroyo reports the conflict 
between the Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria. Cyril ibn Laqlaq (1235-43) 
and the Syriac Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius III David. This conflict took 
place in 1237 when Jerusalem again belonged to the Latins, during 
Ignatius' visit to Jerusalem. 

Patriarch Cyril had ordained a Coptic bishop for Jerusalem with juris­
diction over Palestine and Syria up 10 the Euphrates, including the Latin 
principalities. By this action he obviously interfered in the jurisdiction of 
the Syriac Orthodox patriarch.n At the same time, perhaps not coinci­
dentally,1!! Ignatius was asked by a certain party of the Church of 
Ethiopia to ordain an Ethiopian as Abllna, the primas of the Ethiopian 
Church. Ignatius III was well aware that in doing so he would act against 
the law but, as Bar 'Ebroyo writes. he meant to "drive out a nail with a 
nail". "And immediately he planned not to act without the knowledge of 
the brethren Per-per suroyl, the Frankish scholars, in order not to stir up 
the Egyptian Metropolitan, who was in Jerusalem ... 79 

U BE CP 454 (389); see Cahen, Syrie dl/ Nord (see n. 61), pp. 634-5 1 ,  who, although 
quoting BE's account, does not discuss this particular detail. No further source critical 
study of this passage can be attempted here. On the other hand, there is no reason to 
ignore this evidence. Concerning Anneninn-Syriac cooperation in Cilicia consult e.g. 
Schmidt, " Zweifache armenische Rezension" (see n. 5) for further reading. 

7� See also H. Teule, "U is not Right to Call Ourselves Orthodox and the Othel1l 
Heretics: Eucumenical Altitudes in the Jacobite Church in the Time of the Cnasade�", in 
Ea.it and We,vt in the Crll.fUder StClte.�, 11. pp. 12-27, esp. 23-6. 

77 This was the argument brought forward by critics of Cyrii"s in Egypt. See HisftJry 
ofr/II' Holy Church, p. 77 (pp. 158-9), Cyril's own bishops agnin accused him of inter­
fering in the affairs of the Patriarch of Antioch during refonn synods organized by his 
opponents one year later. See Hi.flory of th" Holy Church, pp. 82-3 (pp. 169-73). 

7X The Hi.ftory of the Holy Church points to massive resistance against the adminis­
tl1ltion and the dogmatic position of Cyril among the bishops of Egypt. There were wide· 
spread doubts about his Orthodoxy. Doubts of this kind could have caused the Ethiopians 
to turn to the Patriarch of Antioch us a second Orthodox choice, as it were. Compare the 
wovaminu brought forward against Cyril and e�pecially the:: canons signed by Cyril and 
the synod in 1239. pp. 84-7 (pp. 175-8). Scholars have hitherto explained the event by 
national feelings on the side of the Ethiopians, and lack. of self-control by Ignatius, see 
E. Cerulli, Etiopi in P"/,,srin(l: Storiu ddla comnlllni/a etiopico di Genlsalemme. I, 
Collezione scientifica e documenturia. 12 (Rome, 1 943), pp. 62·73; see Hamilton, Latin 
ChI/reI!, pp. 350-1 for further references. 

7<) BE CE occ. 659 (660). Hi.rlory of Ih" Holy Church, 77-9 (160), corroborates 
rumours of a union between Latins and the Coptic Metropolitan of Ierusalem, which were 
not approved of by the legate of Cyril who had come to Ierusalem to reconcile 19natius, 
and who is said to have returned annoyed. 
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These "Frankish scholars" were the well-trained and multilingual 
Jratres ordinis praedicarorum, the Dominicans, who had recently arrived 
in the Levant and apparently maintained close relations with the Copts. 
They offered Ignatius their service suggesting that they senle the matter 
peacefully but the Patriarch went ahead in spite of them and ordained the 
Abuna. 

"And the Per-per sQroyi heard about this and burned with anger and went 
to the brethren Knights TempJar and Hospitallers [dowayi w-asbtaryi] and 
agitated them and gathered their entire chapter. And they came to the Patri­
arch in great anger and sat down without saluting him. And the head of the 
brother scholars started and said to the Patriarch: 'I tell you: who arc you? 
Neither was the city once bought by your wealth nor did you rule it with 
your sword, but as a stranger you came to us, and for the sake of Christ we 
received you in love and honoured you. And when you consulted us 
because of this unlawful act we forbade you. But you held us in contempt 
and trampled on our word. So why then and how did you do this, tell us 
boldly!'  On the Patriarch fell fear because of them and he was struck dumb 
and his face became pale and his lips white. And he did not know what to 
answer them."so 

Then the helpless Patriarch and Bishop Dionysius standing next 10 him 
discussed the situation in Syriac. Dionysius, who had acted as the Patri­
arch's messenger, took the risk of pretending that the venerable brother 
scholar had given his consent or that at least he, Dionysius, had under­
stood thus. "Then the noble Franks [i.e. the hierarchy of the knights] 
said to the head of the brethren: 'Truly you don't know Arabic as you 
should do, and neither does this Bishop. ",81 Mutual excuses were 
exchanged, and the matter was settled. The Patriarch thanked his Bishop 
for relieving him "from the accusation of these tyrants" .82 

This story is narrated rather vividly. It is difficult to evade the strong 
image of those armoured and fierce looking men, roaring at the intim­
idated Patriarch. With its moments of irony and ruse it seems fit for the 
amusement among like-minded people. And Bishop Dionysius was a 
good story-teller, whose testimony Bar <Ebr5yo records several 
times.8l Still, there is no reason to challenge the factual solidity of the 
account. 

Ij(I BE CE occ. 659-61 (660-2). 
$1 BE CE occ. 663 (664). 
81 Ibid. Kawerau, lakobitische Kirche (see n. 4), p. 85, considered this passage to be 

significant, although it rather contradicts his concept of good relations. 
81 BE CE occ. 637 (638). It is the same Dionysius s�b6 BE mentioned several limes 

(Abbeloos and Lamy emd in assuming two personalities), whom he apparently knew 
personalJy and who died in the year 1273, sce CE occ. 697 (698), 745 (746), 771 (772). 
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19natius III David, who is often presented as the Syriac Orthodox 
patriarch in union with Rome,lI4 - information not corroborated by Bar 
<Ebr6yo - is shown here in his utter administrative weakness. The Latin 
brother scholars, on the other hand, apparently feel entitled to forced 
action against the Patriarch and to direct church regimen. And they use 
the knights and their armed authority to support their cause.8S 

vu 

Michael the Great reports that knights were killed together with Syriac 
Orthodox during an eclipse of the sun. One of the dead had been a dea­
con. Michael's sources for these accounts are unknown. Therefore some 
further circumstantial evidence shall be examined in this context. Mili­
tary involvement of Christians in Muslim wars had caused new legal 
problems, concerning the role of the clergy in particular: from Bishop 
Jacob of Edessa's (d. 708) answers to some such questions,M two spe­
cific historical situations can be discerned. Firstly, the lower clergy 
resorted to military service as a means to survive in times of severe hard­
ship. Secondly, all inhabitants of the cities were obliged to take part in 
the defence of the walls in case of war. The Muslim authorities forced 
the clergy to join the defenders. 

Jacob's ruling was mild and compassionate. The deacons should be 
readmitted to service after some time. Jacob left it to the clergymen to 
decide for themselves whether they wanted to go back to service after 
having been forced to kill on the ramparts. and in his view it was ulti­
mately for God to decide whether it was a sin to kill under these cir­
cumstances. 

80! See Cahen, Syri� dll Nord (see n. 61). pp. 681-8; Hamilton, Lolin Church, p. 350. 
Because of BE's silence on this maner and because no consequence of the assumed union 
was ever trnced Teule. "It is not Right to Call Ourselves Onhodox" (see n. 76), voices 
again doubts. 

I!!I They obviously occupied the position of the traditional secular and clerical powers 
in lerusalem. who demonstrated little interest for the city during the interregnum. see 
Hamilton, Lolin Church, pp. 258-61; see also 1. Pahlitzsch. Gra�ci und Sudani im 
Pa/iistina der Krellzfa"r�ruil: Bl"irriig� IInd Qu�lI�n zur G�schichte des gri�chisch­
orlhodoxl"n Pat";urchal.t van J�ru.tall!m, Berliner Historische Studien, 33 (Berlin, 2001), 
pp. 259-89. I would like to thank Or J. Pahlitzsch for critical advice concerning the fol­
lowing paragraph. 

116 Additional questions of Addai, translated by R. Hoyland, Suing l.dam os Otht'r.r 
Suw It: A Survey and Evalualion of Chd.rt;an, iewi.rh and Zoroostrian Writings of Early 
l.t/am. Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam, 13 (Princeton, 1997), pp. 605-6. 



70 

Although Christian and Jewish minorities were generally excluded 
from military service by Muslim law, Syciac Orthodox also carried 
weapons in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.87 This fact is mentioned 
in the context of the fierce war between Turkomans and Kurds. which 
took place in the 12805. According to Bar <Ebr5y5 and Michael the 
Great, the Turkomans invaded regions in Greater Armenia after they had 
defeated all the Kurds in Syria. Bar <Ebr5yo's report reads: 

.....  and from Tel-Besmy in the County of Mardin 170 of our Syriac men 
were killed, and of the village Amrun in Ihe COUnlry of Qlaudia under 
authority of Melitene 200 of our young men [rl6ye] who carry weapons 
were killed. "!Ill 

This passage is explicit about the Syriac Orthodox carrying weapons. 
But Bar <Ebroy5 does not only quote Michael the Great in this passage. 
He also interprets Michael's account to some extent, for Michael himself 
reports the incident as follows: 

"And after that, when the governors saw that their countries were desolated 
because of the Kurds passing through, every one of them in his own coun­
try began to attack the Turkomans as there was war and killing all over 
Cappadocia and in the country of Melitene. At that time, when the Turko­
mans invaded the region of Qlaudia, the governor rose agaima them for 
war, and from the village and from the rest of the country about 200 young 
men were killed in the war. "K9 

To Bar <Ebroyo it was clear that Syriac Orthodox were actively involved 
in the fighting, even if Michael the Great hesitates to be explicit about 
their actions. Michael's account explains his uneasiness:'lO the military 
command was in Turkish and Armenian hands. 

Michael reports another case of Syriac Orthodox taking part in mili-
tary action: 

"In the year 1449 [1 138] when Edessa was almost under siege by the 
Turks, who were frequently raiding and did not permit its inhabitants to go 
in and out freely, there assembled in Samosata a multitude of people 
because of that to provide it with supplies, and with them Frankish horse­
men and 300 Romans; altogether there were almost 4000 men, amongst 
whom was AM Sa'd, a deacon, physician, and philosopher. As they trav-

S7 Concerning legal treatment of Ihis facl by Muslim lawyers see A. Fallal, Lt, ,1'lalut 
Mgal de.t non-mllsulmans en PU)"f d'lslam, Recherches publiees sous la direction de l'ln­
stiM de leltres orientales de Beyrouth, 10 (Beyrouth, 1958), pp. 232-3, and his historical 
evidence pp. 233-6. See also A.S. Tritton, The Ca/iph.f and fhf'ir Non-Mu,I'lim Suhject.I·: A 
Critical Study of flJe Covenant of 'Umor, Islam and the Muslim World, 14 (London, 
1930; reprint London 1970), pp. 185-6. 

sa BE CP 370 (321-2). 
" M 733 (Ill, 402). 
9D BE CP 370 (321-2). 
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elled forth, an ambush of the Turks assaulted (hem in the nigh!. This had 
been 1:lusam ad·DTn. the head of Mardin. Then a multitude of them were 
killed and all the rest were led away as slaves. he. Abli Sa'd. and Michael 
bar Slimono.'J1 and his son. And Abli Sa'd had not been able 10 forecast the 
events of that day by the craft of the futile astronomy."1I2 

Again Michael bar Sumono. who was also involved in the affair between 
the Emir of Amid and Jocelyn II. is mentioned here. Michael bar 
Sumono, the administrator, was none other than the brother of Basilius 
bar Sumon6 (d. 1 169). at that time Metropolitan of Edessa.'�·\ Basilius 
was accused of having taken the bishopric out of Jocelyn's hands, an 
accusation he rejected in a written answer.94 

The assembly seems to have pursued the interests of all patties 
affected by the Turkish actions against Edessa, the Latins being one of 
them. But the presence of the Latin horsemen is unambiguous evidence 
that the supreme command was theirs. Hence, Syriac Orthodox were 
fighting under Latin command just like they probably had done in the 
year 1 1 33. Joint military action, must then, in all probability, also have 
been the situation in the north of the county in the year 1 1 33. 

It should also be noticed that in the year 1 1 38 a deacon Wa'i again 
involved. The reports of the spectacular sieges of the time reveal that the 
clergy, and especially the bishops. gained specific functions. They were 
engaged in the exhortation, and even in the command of the defenders of 
the cities, and they were targets for diplomatic efforts from the attackers.95 

Jocelyn LI is said to have forced Basilius bar Sumono to join him in 
his attempt to recapture the citadel of Edessa in 1 146.96 Basilius also 
took part in the first defence of the city in 1 144, as did the bishops of the 
Latins and the Annenians. According to the Syriac sources, the three of 
them in fact shared the command.1I1 As to the people fighting on the 

<'>1 Sic! Compare Chabot's commentary to M (Ill, 246), who prefers the reading of the 
chronicle of Bar 'Ebroyo, see next note. 

9! M 622 (Ill, 264): BE ep 302 (265) continues; "Present with them was AbO Sa'd, a 
deacon, physician and philosopher, and Michael bar SmOnO Isic! see previous notel and 
his son. And he, Temurti\�, also look the castle of KSWS from the Fmnks." 

<'>1 AA 1234 CE 11, 305 (229). 
'J..I M 628 (Ill. 259). 
% M 586 (Ill, 1 85·6), 648 (111, 295·6). See also BE CE or. 405 (406). where a 

mapliriun is relaled fighting on horseback in the year 1231. 
'/6 AA 1234 CP 11, 140 ( 105). 
'11 AA [234 CP n, 120 (90): M 631 (Ill, 262). See A. RUcker. "Aus der Geschichtc 

der Jakobitischen Kirche von Edessa in der Zeil der Kreuzfahrer", Or. Chr., 3. Ser. 1 0 =  
32 (1935), pp. 124-39: Ba,e;ilias, becau.'le of his subsequent collabordtjon with the new 
Turkish overlords, wa,e; accused of treason by Edessenians, as Michael reports, and WIIS 
imprisoned for three years in Hromqla by Jocclyn 11. M 638 (Ill, 277): see also Baum· 
stark, Gt'.fchichlf.' (see n. 5), p. 293. 
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walls, all three of the chroniclers assure that everyone without exception 
took his or her specific position in this situation.9K Michael (and, by 
using his account, Bar "Ebroy5) also reports military engagement of 
monks: "And the people of the city - old and young, men and women, 
and the monks from the mountains - were standing on the walls and 
were fighting."99 

Michael mentions an additional incident in this context: 

" During the first capture of Edessa, Bishop Basilius, who was 'Abbas, was 
killed together with many; he had been Bishop of Mardin and had left his 
diocese and returned to live on the mountain of Edessa and there he was 
crowned. "100 

The passage is ambiguous. It is said that Basilius died a violent death, 
which is interpreted as martyrdom, and that he was not alone at this 
moment. One might only assume that Basilius faced death while 
defending the city; however, no action of the virtuous monk is ex­
plicitly stated. 

Be it as it may, there are more clues to the fact that monks were not 
altogether alien to the use of force. In the monastery of Mor 
Bar�awmo the memory of an assault lingered on, when about 300 
Armenian brigands roamed the area of Melitene in the summer of 
1 066, looting villages and monasteries. In contrast to the year 1 1 48, 
the intentions of the brigands were disclosed in time. A provisional 
guard, conSisting of refugees from the region of Qlaudia camping 
on the hillside. " mighty men from Tel_Tiiro",IOI fought them off. But 
still a number of monks and msa<bdi were caught in an ambush, 
when they made their way home from Melitene from temporary exile 
two months later. There was an exchange of arrows, and three monks 
and two msa<bde were killed. After citing their names, Michael 
the Great concludes: "The reader may pray for them, because they 
killed the murderers, and they were killed on behalf of the holy 
monastery. " 102 

98 AA 1234 CP lI, 121 (91); BE CP 305 (268); M 630 (IlI. 261). 
� M 630 (nI, 261). 
100 M 630 (ll, 263). 
101 Michael 574 (ID. 163). It should be noted that several of the incident .. recorded 

here point to the regions of Qlaudia and Gargar in the northeast of Melitene and at the 
eastern shores of the Euphrates. 

102 M 575 (DJ, 164), compare AA 1234 CP I1, 46 (33), who relates an assault d;. :d to 
1045. when a few hundred Kurds were supposed to have been involved. No actiou of 
defence is mentioned. 
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Obviously monks joined armed action in serious cases of assault, and 
this could develop into outright war.lO.l The monastery of Mor Bar­
�awmo was fortified in the forty years to come, as is well known,l04 and 
it  became a desirable fortress for Turkish and Latin forces alike. As a 
fortress it must have organised means of defence by manpower, for 
which there is some evidence : the monastery provided foot soldiers for 
the Emir of Melitene in the year 1 242. Whether it did so voluntarily or 
not remains an open question. 

"The head of Melitene collected his troops, 500 horsemen, and for his 
assistance he look as well some of the mla'bde of the monastery Mor Bar­
sawmo, proved men, 50 foot soldiers, archers, and they went to meet the 
Turkomans, and those from Bet Rumoye were defeated. and none of the 
msa'hdi escaped except for some few. " IOj 

In Bar 'Ebroyo' s narration there is some stress on the fact that these men 
had practise in bow shooting. Their social status is more clearly defined 
than that of the {loy! mentioned above. In the present case they were 
m§a'bdi of the monastery. WilIiam Budge and lean-Baptiste Chabot 
used "subjects" or "serfs" as a translation. They agree with Robert 
Payne-Smith who suggested "mancipia monasterii" for m§a'bde d­
'umro.l06 But in [his context the tenn needs further investigation. 

Apparently they were employed as armed guardians as were the 
natUre (guardians) Ba�awm6 and Eliah, whose names Michael records 
for the sake of memorial prayer.107 At least in Mar Bar�awmo m!a'bdi 
seem to have been employed as guardians on a regular basis. In the inse­
cure position Syriac Orthodox held between Turks, Kurds, Annenians 
and Latins, they surely chose those entrusted with guardianship very 
carefully. [n fact, the m!o'bdi of Mar Bar�awm6 in the twelfth century 
originated from the same villages and could argue with the monks on an 
equal level : in 1149 refugees from Gargar camped at M6r Bar�awm5 in 

IOJ BE CP 5 16-7 (44()..I )  records lhe drumatic attack on the monastery Mor Mattai by 
Kurds in 1261. an incident to which Trillon, The ClJliph.� und their Non-Mu.�lim S" bjects 
(see n. 87), p. 186 already pointed. 

104 M 575 (lH, 164). See Honigman. COl/llent dt.' Barsal/mu (see n. 67); H. Hel­
lenkemper, Burgen der Krelltrilll'ruir in der Graf�chaft Edt.'.�.fU "nd im KuniRI"eich Klein· 
urmrl/ien: Studi!'n 'ZlIr Hi.ffori.w·ht.'n Sil!dlun8·�geogruphie Siido.rf-Kleillo.rien.v, Geogm­
phica Historica, I (Bonn, 1976); idem, ··Kirchen und KIi)Sler in der nordlichen 
Euphratensia: Studicn zur Religion und Kullur Kleinasiens", in Fe.v/schriJtjiir Friedrich 
Karl Domer, ed. S. Sahin, E. Schwertheim and J. Wagner (Leiden, 1978), pp. 389-414. 

105 BE CP 474 (405), see also BE CE occ. 773 (774). 
106 Although /16yi could also be servants a decision is at present not possible. For 

mIu'hdi compare Payne-Smith, The.vullTIIs Syriucu.v. II (see n. 39), pp. 2771-2. 
107 Michael 575 (Ill, 164). 



74 

search for shelter against Turkish raids. Some of the monks, concerned 
for piety and afraid of becoming the next victims, wanted to expel them 
from the confines of the monastery. 

"However, because there were monks and msa'bdi in the monastery who 
were countrymen of those refugees, they could not expel them. Then two 
parties were fonned in the monastery: those who said 'it would be better to 
hand over these people' ,  and those who cried 'we will not hand them 
over ! '. and they were close to fighting and swords. " IUS 

Conditions under which armed guardians, fellow countrymen and possi­
bly even relatives of monks under constant military pressure, could have 
been held in the state of mancipia are hard to imagine. 

CONCLUSION 

In Michael's account of the early history of the /reI' one notices some 
dispassionate interest. It reveals the existence of intercultural dialogue 
on the forms and terms of religious life. As to his attitude, Michael pre­
sents the knights as people who were good to the poor, and even if they 
were not good to the Syriac Orthodox, they at least refrained from doing 
them any harm. 

Intercultural dialogue produced cultural knowledge on the side of the 
Syriac Orthodox: scholars of religious orders will find unambiguous 
transcultural proof that the knights were not monks but brethren in the 
Syriac sources.109 Still, in the year 1 138, the fonner Bishop of Segestan 
is said to have taken the house of the jrer as an appropriate abode for a 
monk. as he was one himself. Clearly, the Syriac Orthodox accepted that 
the frer led a religious life. At the same time the specific spirituality of 
the military orders, which equated military and religious service, was 
known and apparently not objected to by the Syriac Orthodox. 

Traces of direct Latin apology for the military orders were discovered. 
Latin apologetic proclamations to their subjects emerge as another con­
text of intercultural contact. Was it a mere coincidence that these 
reached the Syriac Orthodox? It seems that, unlike Armenians and 
Greek Orthodox, they never did matter much to the Latins, neither as 
friend nor foe. At least this seems to be the message of the silence and 
the attitude of superiority expressed by the Latin sources. 

lOll M 647 (Ill. 290-1). 
l09. Hiestand "Kardinalbischof Mauhiius von Albano" (see n. 9), p. 298. 
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In Bar 'Ebroyo's report. it is  the knights and the newly arrived brother 
scholars, the Dominicans in Jerusalem, who look down on the Syriac 
Orthodox Patriarch as a stranger. He describes intercultural contact too, 
but on unequal levels. The impact of these different fonns of cultural 
contact on the Latin side cannot be assessed at present. 

The case of the anonymous chronicler, his mentality so entirely dif­
ferent from that of Michael and also the differences between him and 
Bar 'Ebroyo, indicate a factor which should always be taken into 
account when the relationship between the Latins and the Syriac Ortho­
dox is discussed: strong regional and individual differences may be 
expected. 

All in all, there are not sufficient data to reconstruct a development in 
the mutual relations. Neither of the chroniclers decided to focus on cases 
of fonnal alliance between Syriac Orthodox and military orders. The rel­
evant reports seem to have slipped into their works by chance. The note 
about the ousted Bishop is a telling exception, supporting the overall 
impression. But the small passages scattered throughout the chronicles, 
which are more dense in the fourth decade of the twelfth century and 
again in the third and fourth decade of the thirteenth century, form a 
rough picture, which raises further questions. 

It comes as a small surprise that the passages about contact with the 
brethren point to the County of Edessa, the Principality of Antioch, CiJi­
cia, and to the city of Jerusalem, But activity of the military orders in the 
County of Edessa in connection with Syriac Orthodox matters of con­
cern and together with Syriac Orthodox (auxiliary) troops in the year 
1133, does come rather unexpectedly. In order to evaluate this dark pas­
sage in the chronicle of the Patriarch Michael, digressions were needed 
to analyse this particular coalition more closely. 

Since this incident was recorded within a context of cooperation 
between members of the family Bar Surnono both in the secular and the 
ecclesiastical administration of Edessa and the Count, and since further 
evidence was found to prove that Syriac Orthodox fought under Latin 
command i n  this area. it cannot easily be dismissed. In this context new 
questions about Latin administration and warfare should be asked, Nei­
ther Muslim nor Latin overlords could do without the military support of 
auxiliary troops. This also resulted in military cooperation with Syriac 
Orthodox, sometimes voluntary, sometimes undoubtedly less so. Neither 
Muslims nor Latins provided sufficient security for the Syriac Orthodox 
subjects against third parties, They were rather apt to turn violently 
against them. Syriac Orthodox could not afford to be the passive sUh-
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jects, the non-fighting civilians they are usually taken for today. They 
had to look for means of defending themselves. 

Some preliminary suggestions can be offered here as to how this was 
done in cities and monasteries. In this context military activity by mem­

bers of the Syriac Orthodox secular clergy and by monks (as well as 
women) was mentioned. Their involvement in war seems consistent with 
their vital social functions in the infrastructure of the communities; as to 
the historical, theological and legal consequences, further study is 
needed. A hypothesis for the lack of objections to the spirituality of the 

military orders on the part of the Syriac Orthodox chroniclers was put 
forward. Their societies were not conceptionalised along the lines of 
the three ordines of oratores, bel/alores, and laboratores. Hence, the 
spirituality of the military orders. which was undermining the western 

concept, could not cause the same irritation in the Syriac world. J 10 

That so little should be known about these contacts is only partly due 
to the state of research. Apparently this is an area of a very volatile 

nature, ambiguous for both lords and subjects. The analysis of the chron· 
iders' reports revealed some uneasiness on their part to be outspoken 
about this subject. 

It is true that the relations between Syriac Orthodox and Latins are gen· 
erally described as cordial. Apart from the fact that this assumed cordial· 
ity always contradicted the overall disinterest of the Latin sources, what 
exactly does "cordiality" mean in this context? It is certainly not fit to 
serve as a historical category. Neither is it fit to qualify relations like these. 
maintained by people on unequal levels of power, bound by temporary 

common interests. The memory of the particular relations discussed in the 

present paper at least was cherished by neither of the two parties. 

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE FOOTNOTES 

BE CE oce. Gregorii Barhebrei Chronicon Ecclesiasticum. I-U, ed. and trans. 
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Schriften des historischen Kollegs: Kolloquien, 12 (Munich, 1987), pp. 65·1 17. 
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