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Abstract

This project aims to e xgnditeoelerm publiedissotursesidi n g s
Britain, Germany and Franc@&hereby, it triedo shed light orEur opseéamed o6i den:
crisisodé: scholars have ar guetdyainhemmonthreadEur op
of European identitgmong itsputative citizens.

In order to investigatéhesepublic understandings of Europe, thmpirical analysigims to

examire newspaper accountsn the migrant boat which sank near the Italian island of
Lampedusa on the™October 2013. It is estimated that more than 300 migrants, mostly
believed to be Eritrean, died in the Mediterranean Sea in their attempt to claim asylum in the

EU. The shipwreck triggeredn important media debate on the European bamigrasylum

policies in its aftermathThe thesis will show that these media representationsng@tant

for the st utkyardokep Euo opeder standing the ways
theworldaroundte m and t hei r prp@0&le298hastndteditotal numbema s Sh a
of 109 articles, directly relating to the Lampedusa shipwreck in the newsJdqge@uardian

(Britain), Der Spiegel(Germany) and_e Monde(France), have been compiled, coded and
analysed.

As | will outline in Chapter 4, ach of the analysed newspapers ascribes different meanings to

the event and thus articulates different understandings of Europse Tihdings parallelith

the argument that AOEuroped figuredprogest a di f
withinseltd ef i ni ng nati onal narr at i vnetsdd wilkessgueMo i s i o
t hat 6 Eu rtheneferé es homuwled st ood as a Atraveling id
it traverses from one location or point in time to thieo since it adapts to the new histatic

and social context. Allaf hr ee an al ¥wope howevel,ar kighly crifical of the
European border and asylum policies. The European Union is therefore increasingly under
public pressure.

These findngs indicate that academic works on the current European boekeng are unable
toexplainthear t i cul at ed .8y adgairgshat Eardpe r&8ssertsoappestcolonial
identity (see van Houtum: 2010) 009thaydrawpos s es
a rather deterministic and essentialized pi
sense of Eur enpes énd negotiaticn procdsael fraw an overly pessimistic

and critical p i c ti inefect,ithdy ovéroak pdsgibie startingpoint® fpre 6

future changes and discursive dislocations.
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1. Introduction

AThere wil/ be no peace in Europe if the st

sovereignty, with i1ts i1implications of prest

countries of Europe are not strong enough individually to be able to gusrambsperity and

social development for their peoples. The states of Europe must therefore form a federation or

a European entity that would make them into
- Jean Monnét-

It was still in the times of the Second WibWar when Jean Monnet first voiced his vision of

a united Europe that would enable the peaceful development and cooperation of the states of

Europe. But wh at has become of Jean Monnet ¢

Although the European UniofE{)) has gone a long and peaceful way of becoming an ever

stronger economic and political community o

European unity seems to face an unprecedented crisis. The recent European parliamentary

elections in May 2014 wealed viably that the European citizens are increasingly at odds with

the European Union: righwing and euresceptic parties marked a remarkable rise all across

the European continent. The British oO6Uki pbo,

have attracted more voters than ever before.

the aims and benefits of the European Union be explained?

Scholars in the soci al sciences have examin

c r i she AndericanIpolitical scientist Francis Fukuyama (20@2examplehas argued that

At he EU i s utnldree agtoda mign g driifsei s. Il tds not sim

financiers and economists. In many ways, it is really a crisis ovedéiméity of the EU, and

beyond that, of the identity of Europe and what obligations and responsibilities Europeans will

have towards one another 0. Tghestiorbotthédestitysfé6 i s t

Europe: what i s ttiokls Europeansitogathet amd dessemitates ahfeeling

of European citizenship?

The search for the European identity, however, appears to be particularly challenging: Jean

Monnet s foremost i ntention for a unilted Eu

sovereigntyo. I n other words, he s o-stgtd t t o

which is based around notions of a homogenous culture and the attachment to a clearly defined

and demarcated territory. The European Unimwe\er, is often criticzed forits failure to

1 Published in Monnet (1978)



make sense of this O0dil emmad-stlatt eibs whaicdh tsa
Europeds inner heterogeneity and, i n turn,
member states (see Boedeltje, van Houtum: 28@8phy: 2013).

The considerations on the OEuropean identit
importance to assess national public attitudes towards the European identity. On the one hand,
this could be enabling in order to identify a comntlmread among European citizens. On the

other hand, it might help to uncover reasons for the growing public dissatisfaction with the
wor king of the European Union and, in effect
of European identity. How caneanthus assess these national public attitudes?

The influenti al political geographer Anssi
boundaries are two sides of the same coino
relation t oestthaeb IGiosthhienrgb.a Bdye mar c at,imeaningéi ne b
become ascribed. Following this perspective, questions of European identity are importantly
connected to the act of borderaking for the European Union. In order to uncover public
understadings of Europe we might thus assess their attitudes towards the European border
policies.

An incident at Europeds external border rece
a boat with more than 500 refugees on board, mainly believedEdtbeans, sank on thé®3

October 2013 in the Mediterranean Sea. The boat caught fire and capsized on its way from
Libya to Europe just half a mile off the coast of the Italian island of Lampedusa. While only

150 migrams were rescued by the ltali@oast giards, it is estimated that around 300 people

died in the attempt to reach the European shameo claim asylum in the European Union
(UNHCR: 2013). The sinkingfathe migrant boat triggered a greaedia reaction in the

European member statesdesparked a general debate on the European border policies. Works

in critical geopolitics have asserted that this media debate is of crucial importance for the
anal ysi s of publ i c attitudes. As Sharp (20
understandig the ways in which people understand the world around them, and their place
within it [€é€] because of the wunrivalled powe
The following dissertation therefoeems to analyse the media debate on thgramt boat of
Lampedusa in order to explore national public understandings of the European identity and
border. In order to do so, the dissertation examines newspaper articles in three different
European member states, namely the United Kingdom, Germdriyrance. These countries

are often regarded as the most important voices within the European Union since they represent
the biggest economies and greatest numbers of inhabitants among the European member states.
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The analysis will focus on one of the leaglinewspapers in each of these countries, namely
The Guardiann Britain, Der Spiegeln Germany andle Monden France. These newspapers

have one of the highest readerships in each country and are therefore likely to hold an important
influence on the pule common sense

Based on these considerations, four central research questions arise which shall guide the

following study:

A What meanings are ascribed d&uropeéand its border policies in the three national

public debates?

A How do these meaningtiffer from each other and how can these differences be

explained?

A What discontents are expressed with the current status quo of the European Union?

What alternations are proposed?

A Can a 6common threadd of European citizen

The thesis will start off by outliningtheoretical framework for the analysis of national public
understandings of Europeln the first two sections, the European identiyll be
conceptualized through its exterreldits internal borders. In the thisection, | willpresent

a framework for the analysis of geopolitical storylines in newspaper articles with reference to

O Tuathail (2002ps wellaEd war d (1983 66 sght s on the oO0travel
chapter then outlines my methodologiegliproach to the analysis of newspaper articles and

t hei r & wo rThid Wilyiclude a discusstoh dhe difficulties | encountered during

the research process. In the fourth chapter, | will then preseh interpret the analysed
storylineson the Lampedusa shipwreck the newspaperfhe GuardianDer SpiegebndLe

Monde In the fifth and final chapter, | will then come back to the introductory remayks

pointing out possible starting pointhat might allow overcoming he assumed OEur

ident ity crisiso.



2.The Theoretical Framewor k: Europeods
Discourses

The introductory remar ks have indicated that
it is said to be unabl e t citizgnshipthatmovedbeyomimo n t |
the logic of national sovereignty with clearly demarcated borders and a homogenous culture.
These considerations raise three important questions for the analysis of European identity that
merit further reflection. First, how are the bordersuad Europe linked to the European

identity? Second, how shall we make sense of the fractures and borders within Europe? Third,
how can we assess public attitudes on Europe and its borders?

In thefollowing chapter, Iwill reflect on each of these quest®in more detail by drawing on

the academic |iterature. |l will start off by
and its identity in the first section. Il n t
inner fractures and their eglon to the European identity. The third section fmklly theorize

a framework for the analysis of public discourses on the European identity and border.

2.1 Borders around Europe: Constructing European ldentity through the Encounter with
the6 Ot her 6

Borders have found increasing attention in the field of political geography in the past years.
Rather than as natural givens, tteg now conceptualizeals beingcentral to the ideas of
territoriality and identity only through the establishment o a di vi di ng | i ne be
and Ooutsidethenrdri susd® podsihkeedéto define the
(see Soja: 2005)dentities arethereforealways constructed against the background of an
external oO0othero.

Highly influe nt i al on this revisited conAnsspPaasiof t he

(1995 2001, 2005a)e perceivestundariesasi s oci al , cul tur al and po
are made meaningful and exploited by human beings as part of the institzéiboalprocess

of territorieso (Paasi: 2001, 22). Their mes:
thus continually in the making. Accordingly,

of academic inquiriesfoodward; Paul: 2005, 239Yloreover the boundary is seen to hold
an Aontol ogibexzlaudiemdémpeiopn @& use emplsamdebfed, ca

their position in thevorld and through this, they construceth r i dent i ti es and

10



(Scuzzarello; Kinnvall:2013 93) Boundariesthereforebecome inscribed and enacted in
everyday social practices and extend beyond the actual border line.

I n Iight of this conceptuali zation of t he
European Union have found considédeabritique in the academic literature. Controversial

policies include the establishment of the European border agency Frontex, the European
Neighbourhood Programme (ENP), or the confinement of illegal migrants in detention centres

(see Vaughatwilliams: 2011; Bibler Coutin: 2010)5cholarshavein particulamproblematized

the sealed and militarized nature of the European border towardsunopeans. In effect of

these bordering practices, the EU would incr
Pijpers: 2007, 292).

These considerations on Europeds bordering p
the fortification of Eur o p e 0 srelateots theEurgpean seltinderstandingRecent
academiavorks have proposddo possibleexplanationsdrthel i nk bet ween Europ
policies and its identityFirst, Europevould reassera postolonial identitythrough colonial

modes of government. Second, the European id
which was sparked by the 9/Mdrror attacksl would like to turn to each of these conceptions

in more detail below.

2.1.1Europe and &ostcolonialldentity

The first line of argument regards the curreatdering practices of the E&k reasserting a
colonialidentity. This view paallels with work in Postcolonial theory which assumes that the

cultural legacies of colonialism are still present in the ways the Western world perceives of
itselfanditsnodWWe st ern 6ot her 6 (see for example Said
In this sense, thestablishmenof a fortified borderis seen to reflecand reify notions of

societal difference and dang@an Houtum:2010). The world outside of Europe is seen as

0Ot hreatdo from which the European citizens ne
scholar avid Slater (2004, 6) this representation of thewbms t er n wor |l d as Ot
back to the colonial encountérinstalled gopowerful metanarrativie the Western mindhich

Sl ater ©d\anelrd c@mbursandé. Thi s mod e ityofthetWestemk i ng ¢
culture and goes hand in hand ,asSlakefbdebati ve
puts it AThere is an insistent belief in the ke
West as the essential motor of progressilization, modernity and development. This is

coupled with a view of the nee st as passive or recalcitran
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Pijpers (2007, 303) argue that the European Unioeffect,increasinglr e s emb |l es a fg
c o mmu nnhdreytie c mmon purpose is Athe creation of
affluent wall and gate themselves off from t
Balibar (1998) further perceives of the European border policies as reproducing colonial
technologies of govaance. This is said to be particularly visible in the context of the European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) which aims at outsourcing concerns about illegal migrants to
third states (Jones: 2011) . | nruleb and standds v i e w,
which figureas he norm and i deal from which.Thilbe Eur c
means thaan asymmetrical powar e | at i on b et webeont héeErudr oi pse 6e satnadb

a noti onAnoefr i @adBui & méassdnteddieraley sthefi myt hs of We s t

ci vil iameadadtivateddandt he ol d i mage of princess Eu
p o w e risfrafutbidhedas Robins and Morley (1993, 398pue §ee Figure 1

Figure 1: Refurbishing the old image ofprincess Europa?

By establishing such meaningbe EU is said to follow enodernist logic of ordering space,
namely the division of space into discrete, homogeneous rattomt es as &écont ain
processegsee Brenner et al.: 2003,. Through ts fortified border policiesEurope creates a
clearline of separation and difference betwedethn e s uperi or and enl i ght

d a n g er o ulrsegulaontignagon, diawevewould disturtthisunderstandingf space and

12



is therefore framed aa O pr ob |l e md Ifh Eoesequéneer measBr@sCate jtaken to
exclude the O6o0other 6, wh agte oPlod tieri ceateivh,e | 2h)c
boundary could be seen as a zone of legitimate dialogue and communication, where differences
could be negotiated, but within the frame of European colonialism boundaries established the

i mposed presence of the Europeans practical/l

212Eur ope and a O0Globalized Fearb

The second line of argument regards the current European border polices@se of a
6globalized fear 6 which was installed in the
Following Pain (2009, 469), this powerful metanarrative shifts attetidine issue@ f A h o w

to feign control over that n c o nt r o prbdaded eagio-undérdtand and mobilizing

i mages of dangers oO0out t hewhatelrih(2007)dedtnbesat e n

as O0OTabloid Imperiali smbd.

I n | i ghtb aolfi zt eteirosistabagetiégre said tthvavebecomediscursively linked

up with other contemporary social concersisch as migration To speak i n Der el
(2005, 123; emphasis in originajyo r d s , terrorism has been mac

A wi t defnedshape or determinate ropits mantle can be cast owvamyform of resistance

t o sover eFrgma gnmilav @arspectivdiuysmans (2006argues that Western
perceptions of migratih have beefsecuritized in the aftermath of the 9/11 terror attacks. In
consequence, folitics of fead wasinstalled which structures social relations on the basis of
distrust (ibid. xii).

Many scholars have since interpreted the European borderepoasdirect effect of tle
6securitizationdé of mi gr aTheyare sai tobd cloavactarized t h e
by a moveawayfrom geopolitics towards h e i n s@Bopdiiticso(Hyndmian: Z012)The
primary purpose of theew fibiopolitical bordeo is not to territorialize states but rather to
control the mobility of individual bodies. It assumes that mobility can never be nuliiied
aims to limit, check and regulate the nature and quantity of flows (Kitagawa: 2011, 213).
This contol of mobility would be achievedhrough theincreasing use of technicaind
biometricdevices such as for example the European border surveillance system EUROSUR

(see Vaughaiwilliams: 2011, 192) Amoore (2006) suggests that the use of such scientific

techni ques | eads to the Oobjectificationd of
factors. In effect, fiborders are continually
assessed, categorized, aned |telresnd torre adtbeadr ea sl i¢

Williams: 2011, 195).
13



The t er m rebebsdorthe wdrks b6f ¢hbalian philosopher Girorgio Agamben (1998,

2005) whose radical conceptualizations have had an important influenttee @tudyof
Europeds mbedeusdeAgtands dbare | ifed as |if
rights of citi zen sbarngd frannlalv (Agandben:t1898,s63)lneen 06
consequence, the individual 6 gicalifei(ssetEk:8006& bec o
366).Agamben regarddegal migransas pri mary exampl e of O&ébare
to the ancient Greek figure ofpunstmembutmmtacer 6
sacrificed (Agamben: 1998, 47).

Following Agambens conceptions, tistinction b et ween | i fe that i s w
|l ifed is the <central pivot o.fThisswowidefinckits gn p o\
expression in the creation of a fAspace of e)

95).Thi s s pace tooafsulshumaas tpwdgmydreaisely for that reason, anything

and everything can happen, ostensibly, in the name of law, justice and the defence of freedom

in the world outside its wallso (Minca: 2005
has found its uttermost expression in the concentration camps of Nazi Getm#reypost

9/11 eraMinca (2007, 79)rguestnecampgh as r et ur n e d state af exeeptipghe r ma n e
has become insertedihis has been illustrated by the establishmerdaténtioncentres for

illegal migrantswhichhave often been discussed in |igh
Papastergiadis: 2006itagawa (2011, 210) asserts tfiaemi gr ant s arri vi ng af
detention centre] were reduced to a mass withouesarvoices and individuality, and were
unconditionally deported; in Agambends ter ms
of indistinction between citizenandnoni t . z e n 0

From this perspective, theuropean identity is ndormed through thereation of a clear
demarcation | i ne bbeott weeposicoloiabappionahds fairue.dnstebd, i t s
OEuroped is seen t o baeabstnagfeavtich metameinsfaledh me d t |
the aftermath of the 9/11 terror attacks. P&@05b, 581) for example notes tfiit e 6 ene my 6
in current images does not lie beyond any specific border: rather it is the abstract notion of

terrorism that i s everywhereo.

The precedingparagraphs have presented two conceptualizations of the link dretilve
current border policies of the EU and the European identity. In the introductory remarks,
however, | have noted that the European Union is often criticized for being unable to make
sense of its inner heterogeneifurthermorethe European citizarappear to be increasingly
sceptical about the policies of the European Union. The above conceptions, however, are

14



unable to make sense of these differences and fraetithés Europe. In the following section,

| would therefore like to turn to the bordavithin Europe.

2.2 Borders within Europe: Constructing European Identity through the Nation-State

Al t hough the Schengen Agreement fbplO9haHel v abe
imagined boundaries betee the differentmember stateseem tobe nuch more rigid and
long-lastingThe persi stence of national i1identities
1l4)viewthatir egi ons are political arenaso whose m
processesl would therefore like to concelize the link between the European identity and
thenational identities within Europe the following section.

The differences between the European member states are often said to hamper the progress of
Europeanization since they would impede a commditigad approach (see Jones, Clark: 2011,

Scott: 2009). This line of argument regards the European identity and national identities as
conflicting and contradictory entitieg\ progress of European unity could thus only be
achieved through a furthering Buropeanization, i.e. the erasure of national differences and
thecentralisation of power within the EU

Bickerton (2011) however,argues that ths reasoning is misleading since it would only
reinforce the discordancestweerthe member statethey compete over the influence on and

content of European policies. Murphy (2013) further suggests that the process of
Europeanization is untenable since it implicitly follows the logic of the natiate. He argues

that thiswasaptly demonstrated biyne introduction of the Euro as a common currefdye

move towards Monetary Uniomould have only furthered the differences betweemamber
statesaswas illustrated by the European debt crisis in 2009: it uncovered the fractures between

the seemingp homogenousd® Euro zone. Murphy (ibid.
significance of national loyalties, it will take more than centralization to produce a
commonal ity of Vi siono. These arguments i nd
idertities cannot be considered mutually exclusive. Instead, the European identity must
integrate the naticstate.

This assumption is supported Bpomgaarden et al. (2011, 26@ho identify apositive

correlation between the attachment to the nagtate ad the identification with Europe. In

other words, if people feel attached to the nasitate and its policies they seem to be more

likely to be in favour of the European project. This argument suggests that the European

identity andnational identies ae importantly linked to each oth&uch a perspective is also

15



taken up bywaever(2005, 59\wh o ar gues that HAEurope has bec
not as an alternative polity sabmpeting the natiostates but as a concept increasingly
embedded in #se natiors t a tAeceradingly, he European Union hagshaped national
identitiesand should therefore be understoodnésgral part of national visions.

These conception®llow the understanithg thatnational identities as continually changing.

Thisi s in |Iine with the view of @&itcalengagemedt all
with state space must always relate even the most dominant scale(s) to the broasielarter
processes through which political geographies are continuallydontsut ed and r econ

The European identity and national identities therefore appear to be highly dependent on each

other. This is summarized oisio et al. (2013, 7443s follows A Eur opean i nteg
soci al and pol i tEucralp e@r docegsusr eisn awhiachdi & f er e
vision and project within selfiefining nationah ar r at i veso. Nati onal i de

be understood ake political and cultural framework fori f f er e n bfthéEHu®@@ad i n g s 6
idenity (see also Paasi: 2005a, 18)

Themajor problem for the European Uniomnght therefore be the fact that theradd just one

Europe but many competing and overlappigrope$ , Paas{2005b, 581kuggestsSince

the European identitis dependenbn national narrativedifferent and even contradictive

0r eadi n g scouldeist ircdifferenpptaced hese differences merit further reflection,

as Waever4005,59ar gues: AWe have to operate in a pe
differentways the meaningf ul worl ds are construc
different forms. The internal dynamics of each of these narrative struggles, as well as their
mutual relations, have to be grasped to understand the stability and fragility cafinipéex
constellation called Europeo.

Robins and Morley (1995, 399) argue that a collective identity is, however, based on a certain
coherence. They thus emphasize the importance of investigatindifierent Europedenter

into dialogue.Since the fuire of the European Union depends on a common ground, it is
necessary to not onlyag attention to the differemtar r ati ves on OEuropebo

similarities and links betwedahem.

These considerations hageiggestedhat the European identity caot be understood as
homogenous. 1t should rather be regarded as
fractures and boundarieBhe European identity and national identitneght beimportantly

intermingled and dependent on each other. In order to examine the European identity, it is
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therefore of particular i mpor t adifferentndtianala s s e s s

narratives and, beyond that, what commonalities and eliféers exist between them.

2.3Public Discourses on Europe and its Borders

As has been noted in the introductory chapter, the European public is said to be increasingly
sceptical about the European policies. In the following section, | would like to sketbbw

these public understandings can be grasped in the media. In the first subsection, | will outline
the role of the media in framing public views. In the second subsection, | will then

conceptualize a framework for the analysis of geopolitical st@ylin newspaper articles.

2.3.1The Media and Public Discourses

The analysis of media representations has been commonly applied in research on popular
geopolitics (see for example Sharp: 1996; Dittmer: 2005). This is based on the idea that the
media ar&key to understanding the ways in which peopéke sense of the world around them

(Dittmer; Dodds: 2008, 441). Silverstone (1969,for examplearguesthatit he medi a f i
and frame everyday realities through their singular and multiple represestgtioducing
touchstones, referencefyr the conduct of everyday lifefor the production and the
maintenace of common senseo. I n ot hdorgramtedr d s , t
understandings of the world and our place within it and thedelbyrmne what caints as
6common sensebod.

Such a perspective i sextynlityohgeopatds(@Tuathaihl®96] dea o
63) which understands geopolitics as discourse. The media are se@nexful institution in

the construction of such disaows e s since they provi de At he
understandings of the world are communicated
In order to deconstrusuchdiscursive patterns, we need to investigate how they systematically
organise knowlége within them or, so to say, how they delimit what can and what cannot be

said aboutatopiCh oul i ar aki (2005, 2 7polhticsafdrstrowhictb e s s u
Afaut horize the meaning horizon withwhatitwhi ch
includes and what it excludes as possible kn
However,| do want to acknowledge academic accounts that emphasize the importance of
understanding discourses as languaggpractice (see Mueller: 2008puch perspectives call

for the need tacomplement media analyses by ethnographic work on audiences in order to

understand how media discourses are interpreted and performed (Dittmer; Dodds: 2008).
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Although | agree with this vieWvand do not wartb re-assert a notion of structural determinism

T the investigation of geopolitical practice will not be the purpose of my study. Instead, | aim
to assess the broader patterns of the geopolitical discourses whuaffieagd by the media.

How these offered storylines are performed shth#shbe invesgated in the scope dfiture

enquiries

2.3.2 A Contextual Framework for theaysis ofGeopolitical Sorylines inMediaArticles

The preceding considerations have indicated that public attitudes on Europe and its border
policies are importantljormedby the media. The empirical analysis will therefore examine

the media coveragof the Lampedusa migrant boat in Britain, France and Gerrfranyder

to assess and compare theeemedia debat | aim to conceptualize a framework for the

analysis of newpaper articles in the following paragraphs.

I n a case study on the United St(2002¢rgitiullyr espon
proposes a conceptual framewdok the analysis of geopolitical reasoningvould therefore

like toshortlyske t ch o ut dOncdptioast hai | 6s

According toO Tuathai] mediaimages and representations formfihvendation of the political

process gee Figure 2 below. He argues that the mass medi
international crises erupt and are eanted as a mhsieries of repetitive and occasionally
spectacul ar i mages and as a constTheptoduged up dat
6archive of storylinesé6 tpedomeddmgfeopms ipolcial i &
O Tuahail understandsf the storyline as a set of argumenisich ties different meanings

together into a coherent and convincing narrative (ibid. 617). The producsanhstorylines

in the medidollows certain rulesvhich he calls thdigrammar of geopdlcso (see Figure 3

below). This includes théicategorization andfiparticularizatio® of meaningsas well as the

useof analogies, images and metaphors.

He furtheridentifies five questionswhich form the building blocks of a storyline and are

therefore of particular importander their analysis:

A  WHERE? Location Specification
This question refers to the specification of different locations as well as to the ways in
which different scales, i.e. the locetgional and global, are related to each other (ibid.
610).

A  WHAT? Situation Descriptions
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This refers to Ahow foreign policy actor:

construct scenarios and anal ogies to rend

A WHO? Acto Typifications
This refers to the ways in which different actors are identified and positioned in relation

to each other, often closely connected with blame strategies (ibid. 614).

A WHY? Attributions and Imputations of Causality (Blame Strategies)
This refers to the Aways in which actors
eventso (ibid.). The attri buttheassignmmént c aus a

of blameon the protagonists.

A SO WHAT? Strategic Calculation
The last questiomefers to how the geostrategic significance of a political issue is
calculated (ibid. 616).

| Problem | Geopolilical

i [ToL” S ety sm——" _Lie Ll L Geopolitical | : |
Foreign Policy | Defintion | ' strategy | Accommodation | Problem Closure |
Process - b 5 _ R o S R A
T PERFORMATINE :
GEOPOLITICAL SCRIPT ™
i i ' ' | .| STOREHOUSE
Dem_)eratwe © STORY-LINE CONSTRUCTION =1 GF "COMMON
Public Arena et Bl LB e A i A
i : SENSE
CATEGORIZATION & s -
i, PARTICULARIZATION

e : -

Y RN

i Mediaimages & |
| Represeniations |

Figure 2: A framework for the analysis of practical geopolitical reasoning
(O Tuathail: 2002, 608)
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ASSEMBLAGE INTO REGULARIZED
STORY-LINES

e
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) |
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| | : L
. Pz
"\\ . E /_.' g ) .
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WHERE? |! )ﬁ' Attributionfimputation
Location: Specification | - | of causality J
\ 3 yd - ',
i e -

CATEGORIZATION & PARTICULARIZATION

MEDIA SPECTACLE &
REPRESENTATIONS

Figure 3: The 'grammar of geopolitics' (O Tuathail: 2002, 609)

O Tuathail (ibid. 617) furtheacknowledges that most events enaracterized bglifferent and

competing storylines existing side by side in the public alentah e 6 ar chi v.e of s
Accordingly, each newspapgroduces it®wn storylineby ascribing different meanings to an
event.Neverthelesshis framework does not offer any explanation on how these different
storylines ariseThis, however, is of particular importance for the subseqeemrical

analysis since | aim to compateestorylinesproduced irdifferent national newspapers. How

can we then explainhow different storylinesi and different national public attitudes
respectivelyi come into being?

In order to indicate a possibleeaph at i on, I would I|Iike to turn
the6 wor | dl i i €9888)06Said (fbid.4)eargue®My posi ti on i s that
to some degree they are events, and even when they appear to deny it, they are nevertheless a
part of the social world, human life, and of course the historical moments in which they are

| o c a Fokoding.this perspectiveektsi and newspaper articles respectivielyo not exist

i n cudturabvacuurd . |l nst ead, trheeayl ia wefld aodishouldhteérefareh e 6

always be read in their social, cultural and political contges¢ also Burney: 2012, 117)
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Based on these thoughaid (1983, 230)conceptualizes tha ravelingtheory. He argues
thatatheory or idea changesit travels from one location or point in time to anoth?ss.it

transverses different contexis,gets modified by and adapts toethhew circumstancesn
consequence, Aino reading iIs neutral or i nnoc
reader i s to some extent t(lid 242xHovkever twowdf a t h
like to note that | do not assume that theranigndefinite mmber of readings or theoretical
standpoints. Rather, we should think of groups of peopfeoes di ng s i niiottiar t o ¢
Fi s h 6 swofdsd® fiimrpretive communitigs These communities can be understood as

A s o colleativitiesthat imbue shilar meanings to textsargelybecause they have acquired

specific cultural competencies as a consequence of their particuldr sotiao c at i on o ( Di

Dodds:2008,446).
These considerations all ow us t o rthesfstudy.e O Tu
Saidés conceptualizations on the O6traveling

of different geopolitical storylines on the same event. This indicates that media representations
cannot be seen as the foundation of the palificocess, as proposed by O Tuathail. Rather,
they themselves could be conditioned by the
context of their production. Accordingly, the readership as well gethnealistsof a particular

newspaper mightofr m an O6i nter pr et i v es simbiammeamngstg 6 whi
OEuropedé. What follows from these considerat
as a oO6traveling idead whose meaning changes

This, however, needs further investigation in ¢énepiricalanalysis.

The theoretical considerations in this chapter have important implications for the subsequent
empirical analysis. The first section has illustrated the relevance of assessing pubtiesattit
towardsE ur o p e 6 golicke® sindeethhey might be importantly connected to public
understandings of Europe. The purpose of this study is therefore to examine public views on
the Lampedusa migrant boat which sank at the European border. Moreloaree, proposed

two possible explanations for the link between the European border policies and the European
identity which should be investigated in the empirical analysis: thasgertion of a
postcol oni al identity andbalhiez eedo Wfeedrud. met an
The second section of this chaptes thenndicatedthattheinner fractures within Europe are
important for the examination of the European idenitityjight be inextricably connected with
national identities. The purpose of the follogianalysis is therefore to assessv0 Eur op e 6

is embedded inational narratives in Germany, Britain and France.
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In the third section, | have then outlined the role of the media in framing public viéws.
subsequentanalysis will thus assessnewspaperarticles in order to uncover public
understandi hgSaiodd® Euowpieder at i dunterindicated he Ot
that the peculiar storylines produdaeceach newspaper mighé importantly influenced biys

owor | dl i ne s sedconceptoars,diohto amalysé thetorylines on the background

of their social and Istorical context of production.
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3. Methodological Considerations: Analysing Newspaper Articles and their

OWorl dli nessd

The aim of this study is to assess natignadlic understandings of Europe and its borders by
analysing articles on thé3ctober 2013 Lampedusa shipwreck in the three newspapers

Guardian (Britain), Der Spiegel(Germany) and.e Monde(France). Before presenting the

findings of the empirical raalysis in Chapter 4, | would like to outline and discuss my
methodological approach in the following paragraphs.

First of all, | want to emphasize that | do not attempt to present a complete picture of public
understandings of 0 B scope pfetlds. study,uttee researchtptoaess | i mi
involved different selection processes which | would like to acknowledge. First, the analysis
focused on the understandings of Europe in the member states France, Germany and Britain.
The meanings articulated the remaining 25 member states h#werebybeen excludedn

addition, thethree selected countries might all ks i dered as O0Centr al
presenting an important position in the European Union. Eastern or Southern European states
however might articulatea completely differenstoryline on the Lampedusa shipwragkat

merits investigation in future research.

A second selection process unavoidably reduced the diversity of public understandings of
Europe. This study focused on one newspapErance, Britain and Germamhat means that

the analysis cannot be considered representative for the plurality of differentovesesin

each of these countries. Nevertheless, | selected newspapers that appear to be particularly
influential on thenational public view and are comparable to each oButh, he British daily
newspapeilhe Guardiarand the French daily newspapger Monde( | i t er al |y O The
have one of the highest circulations in the respective countries and consider themselves to
articulate a centrist/lefvf-centre political view (see Audit Bureau of Circulation: 2013; Le

Monde: 2009). The weekly news magazider Spiegeis the biggest oits kind in Germany

and considers itself as independent of any political party (Spi&ggipe: 2014a). In addition,

each of the three newspapers operates the leading online news platform in the respective
country, namely OSpi egeGlr u@mlei:n ® 1id4rb ) Ge romareyy L
Britain (see The Guardi an: 2012) and 6l emonc
their national importancehe newspaperare thuslikely to mirror what counts as public

6common senseod teertrémediiewsn o t articul a
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Furthermore, | have already acknowledged that | agree with approaches that emphasize the
importance of regarding discourses as langaag@ractice (see Mueller: 2008). Nevertheless,

| do understand the meanings produced in the met@earas a framework for concrete
practices since they determine the Astorehot
discussed in Chapter 2. Their performativity, however, should be investigated in the scope of
another inquiry.

With these considations in mind, | would now like to outline the concrete process of
analysing articles in the three newspapers.
in which the Lampedusa shipwreck was inserted in each of the three newspapers. This
functioned as the fundament for the subsequent analyses of storylines on the Lampedusa
shipwreck. Said (1983) has argued that téxésd newspaper articles respectivelgo not
exist in a o6cultural vacuumod butontexbaftheirpar t ¢
production. This suggests that each of the three storylines has to be analysed jointly with its
distinctive social and historical context.

Yet, it is crucial to note that | do not claim to provide a full picture of the complex social and
historical context in each of the countries. This would not only exceed the scope of this thesis
but is also never possible since it can only ever be carsidacomplete. The following
contextual analyses therefore only aim to provide possible starting pladtsight be of

i mportance for the purpose of this study.
unavoidably involved the reduction of compliges. In order to reduce the subjectivity
involved in this process, | tried to move back and forth between the contextual analyses and
the analyses of newspaper articles on the Lampedusa shipwreck. This allowed filtering the
contextual factors in compliaaavith the meanings ascribed to the migrant boat. The analysis

of the contemporary context was based on a skim reading of articles in the weeks preceding
and following the sinking of the migrant boat on tffeCctober 2013. This helped to identify
recurring topics and events which were of particular importance in the news coverage in the
respective time frame. The identified contextual patterns were then supplemented by academic
works on the historical geopolitical sning in each of the countrigsorder to acknowledge
historical factors that appear to be of importance.

In the second step of the research processgrnassessed the geopolitical storylines on the
Lampedusa shipwreck in each of the three newspapers. This analysis covered alvartbles

were directly related to the incideint the printedandonline versions of the newspapers. In
order to compile the relevant articles, | skim read all printed editions published in the weeks
following the 39 of October. In addition, | made use of theehival search function on the
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online news platform what allowed to compile articles published online. In effect, a total
number of 109 articles were pooled for the analysisg full list see index in viii.).

The analysis of newspaper articleas base onthe central questions proposed by O Tuathall
(2002). These questions were useddaoding of the compiled articles. Respectively, the
following five codes were deployed: WHERBRHAT?, WHO?, WHY, and SO WHAT?.
Repeatedly articulated meanings were then compiled to each of the five codes (see Appendix).
This process allowed the deconstruction of the three storylines in a comparative manner.

The coding and subsequent compilationnma#anings, however, appeared to be particularly
challenging since it involved the reduction of information through the establishment of neat
categories. Quotes and meanings were unavoidably detached from their context. This process
of extracting meanings therefore subjective and involves a certain danger-agserting pre
established hypotheses. In order to diminish these biases, | aimed to identify repeatedly
recurring patterns. As Sharp (2000, 50) has argued, it is only through constant repetition tha
meanings are consolidated and become 6common
all ows the exclusion of OGoutliersd which mi.
opinion. Special attentidmasalsobeenpaid to the headlines of tlagticles since they condense
meanings into a convincing catchphrase in order to spark the attention of the reader.

In the third step of the analysis, | then drew the meanings affiliated to the five codes back
together in order to describe and interpilee articulated storyline. | will present these
storylines in the second subsections of chapter 4. In order to interpret the identified patterns, |
aimed to connect the articulated meanings back to the contextual analysis. This process,
however, appeared be particularly challenging since it ran in risk ofasserting contextual
characteristics. In order to diminish this bias, | tried to move back and forth between the
contextual analysis and the analysis of newspaper articles. Connections thus emdrged a
changed with the progress of the research process. Nevertheless, the presented links can only
be understood as tentative. For their validation, further research that investigates the presumed
relationshipss neededMoreover, it is important to noteahl do not want to rassert a notion

of historical determinism, i.e. the perception of contemporary patterns as historically
predetermined. Such a view would be deterministic and unable to explain change. | tried to
avoid this error by relating the anti@ted storylines not only to historical patterns but also to

the contemporary social and political context identified in the contextual analyses.

Finally, | want to acknowledge that the findings presented in the following chapter might still
be influencedby my own subjectivity and personal background. Scholars have often
emphasized that the research process can never befreslugnd objective (see England:
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1994). My positionality as a 6Germand might
This background allowed me, on the one hand, to have a special understanding and sensitivity
for the oédworl dlinessd of the German newspafy
standpoint could have distorted my understandings of the storylifdsiGuardia andLe

Mondesi nce | do not form part of the respectiyv
grown up in Britain or France might thus interpret the storylines and their articulated meanings

differently.
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4. The Empirical Analysis: Geopolitical Storylines on the 2013 Lampedusa

Shipwreck in Britain, Germany and France

The centr al aim of this project iIs to asses:
borders in Britain, Germany and FranEer this purposd analysedhe geopolitical storylines

in one of the most important newspaper in each of the respective. | will present these storylines

in the following three sections. In each of the first subsections, | would like to shortly sketch

out contextual characteristitdsat might be of importance for the storylines on the Lampedusa
shipwreck. In the second subsections, | will then present and discuss the geopolitical storylines

on the migrant boat in each of the respective newspapers. In the fourth sectiofinbihyll

summarize the findings of the analysasd suggest that Europghouldbe understood as a

6traveling ideabd.

4.1 Britainbs Abstention: The Geopolitical S

4. 1.1 The o6Worldlyé Context of Production
Edward Saidoés thendiwded altl i ores sdn of texts have
the social and historical context of the newspaper articles in order to understand the peculiar
storyline on the Lampedusa shipwreck. In the following paragraphs, | would therefore like to
sketch out contextual factors that seem to have a bearing on the articulated storyline. This will
be based on the national and international news coverageeinGuardianin the weeks
preceding and following the sinking of the migrant boat. | th#incomplkement the identified
patterns by academic works on the historical geopolitical discourse in Britain.

The national news coverage Bhe Guardianin the weeks preceding and following th@ 3
October 2013 tends to describe the economic and social situation in Britain with a rather
pessimistic and critical undertone. Articles report on the rising living costs in the country (The
Guardian: 25/09/2013a), the decreasing level of education inottietys (The Guardian:
08/10/2013) or the drastic decrease in economic productivity (The Guardian: 18/09/2013a).
Questions of migration or integration, however, do not seem to be of great impantémee
national news section since only a handful of Esigeport on this topic. Almost all of these
articles focus on the efficiency of the British border control (see The Guardian: 25/09/2013b;

The Guardian: 04/10/2013). One article, for example, debates the effectiveness of the UK e
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border scheme in ordeo tstop terror suspects and criminals from entering the UK (The
Guardian: 09/10/2013a). This could be seen as a first indication for a discursive connection
bet ween terrorism and migration and the ins:i
been dscribed in the theoretical framework.

Moreover, relatively few articles report on the European Union what suggests that it is of minor
importance for the news coverageTihe Guardian Almost all of these articles describe the

EU with a negative undertonAn article for example reports on the austerity in Europe which

is seen to push it into social and economic decline (The Guardian: 10/10/2013). It is argued

t hat Awhil st other continents successfhully r
role in the EU is also described with a pessimistic tone. One guidddematizes the economic
situation in Britain and asks: fAls Britain b
18/09/2013b).

The articles inThe Guardianthus appear to articulate a rather sceptical attitude towards the

EU. This parallels with academic works on the historical geopolitical discourse in Britain
which trace the relatively isolated course in Europe back to theer@ury. During this time,

Dijkink (1996, 38) argues, the British foreign policies were primarily directed towards its
colonies overseas whereas its European neighbours were perceived to be of minor importance
for the state. According to Taylor (1993, 76), this geopolitical discatoaénued after the

Second World War: Britain has importantly oriented itself towards the U.S. what allowed the
British to uphold the illusion of a global hegemonic position despite the loss of their colonial
Empire. A similar view is put forward by Dijgik ( 1996, 44) who argues:
newAnglo-American partnership meant the continuance of the illusion of separation and

di fference with regard to Europeo. This is s
under former Prime Mister Margaret Thatcher who pursued an-eaothmon market strategy

with the EU (see van der Wusten, Dijkink: 2002, 31). The political course of action in the
recent past seems to suggest the continuance of this isolationist position on the European
continen. The United Kingdom does neither form part of the Schengen Agreement nor the
European Monetary Union. Moreover, it was critical of the European Eastern enlargement in
2004 and 2007 and, in effect, posed restrictions on the access of Romanians andrBulyari

| abour markets since it feared a oOo6migration
The international news coverage die Guardianextensively debates the budget dispute in

the USAmeri can congress and the subsequent O6sh
01/10/2013a). Moreover, thiaternationalnews coverage is dominated by reports on the
deteriorating situation in the Arab world. Articles for example report on the firing of rockets

28



and car bombs in Pakistan (The Guardian: 26/09/2013), the killing @speos in Cairo (The
Guardian: 07/10/2013) or the oppression of women in Arab countries (The Guardian:
29/09/2013; 09/10/2013b). Moreover, the exploitation andraktment of construction
workers in Qatar hits the front pages for several days in eathypb@rc(see for example The
Guardian: 01/10/2013b).

This emphasis indicates the special importance of the U.S. for the British word vieas as
beenargued by works on the historical geopolitical discourse in Britain (see Taylor: 1993). On
theonehandhti s is il lustrated by the assumption

seem to hold a special place in the news coveragkdrGuardianMoreover, the Arab world

seems to be regarded as the gl obal ondhatr oubl e

|l sl ami st countries represent the primary Oo6er

Debrix: 2008). However, thigmage might also be connected to the special relevance of
terrorism in the British contexdinceit was directly affected byslamist terror attacks. In July
2005, bombings in the London underground killed 53 people,wbasequentlprought the
guestion of public safety on the top of the political agenda in Britain.

The contextual analysis revealed several important aspactbdosubsequent analysis of
newspaper articles on the Lampedusa shipwreck. On the one hand, Britain seems to hold a
relatively sceptical and isolated position towards the European Union. On the othea hand,
special importancappears to battributedto the U.S., the Muslim world and the issue of

terrorism.

4.1.2 The Geopolitical Storyline on the Lampedusa Shipwreck

In order to uncover British public narratives on Europe and its border, | analysed the
geopolitical storyline on the Lampedusa migrant liodhe British newspapé&rhe Guardian

A total number of 26 newspaper articl@gascompiled, coded and analysekh overview of

the coded meanings presentedn Table lat the end of this subsectiolm the following
paragraphs, | would like to presehé analysed storyline on the Lampedusa shipwreck as well
as to interpret my findings by resorting back to the theoretical frankesvat the contextual

analysis.

Immigration as a Matter of National Sovereignty:

The articles clearly connect the Lampedusgramt boat to the European Union. They locate
the incident at Anltalybés southern shores,
Guardi an: 03/10/2013b) . The Il talian border
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Africans fleeing war and povertt who aspire to new | ives, Us u:e
Guardian: 06/10/2013b). Nevertheless, the articles do not conceive the migrant boat primarily

as a European o6éprobl emb. Rat her , It become s
attributed tothe Italian border policies. As the above quotes indicate, a notion of the Italian
island of Lampedusa as a Oweak pointdé in tt
emphasized by the extensive reporting on the Italian political debate in the ditemlae

shipwreck. All articles except a few discuss the responses of Italian government officials as

well as the legal situation in Italy. The political debate which was sparked within the European
Union, in contrast, is only randomly mentioned.

Moreower, the Italian government is repeatedly blamed for its harsh immigration policies which

are seen as primary cause for the drowning of hundreds of migrants. The former Berlusconi
administration, for example, is criticized for its agreements with the Liggaarnment under

Gaddafi, its pustbacks of refugees in need of protection, as well as for a law which turns
migrants into criminals (see The Guardian: 04/10/2013b). In effect, the Italian government is
said to encour age ft riens, wWhilediscouragingoogen water rescue al o
for fishermen, who fear being accused of aid
These articulated meanings parallel with the patterns identified in the contextual analysis. It

was indicated that the Eapean Union is of relatively low importance for Britain. Moreover,

Britain does not form part of the Schengen Agreement what means that immigration is still first

and foremost a matter of national politics. This understanding of immigration as a matter of
national sovereignty seems to be transferred to the Italian state in the articulated storyline. In

this regard, the Italian state is seen as primarily responsible for the shipwreck afat thus

securing its own borders rather than the European Union.

A sceptical view on the European Union:

The responsibility of Europe, in contrast, is regarded from an ambivalent stance. In a handful

of articles, Europe is seen as complicit in the deaths since it does not show any solidarity for

the Italian government. Oraaithor seems to be particularly critical of the European Union and
argues that Afithe EU6s attitude to migrants
become barbarico (The Guardi an: 10/ 10/ 2013b)
thecal of I talian government for help from the
of migrants, for example, is said to be unjustified since the country takes in only a small amount

of asylum seekers in comparison to northern European states (@hdi&h: 09/10/2013). Such

a line of argument evokes the notion of a cynical Italian government that tries to take advantage
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of the Lampedusa shipwreck in order to manipulate the European Union for its own advantage.

The EU is therefore perceived as a fcdil entity which is mobilised by its member states for

their own ends. Thigatternseems to strengthen the assumption of asceptical view among

the British public.

The low identification with the EU is further illustrated by the fact that the Lampedusa migrant

boat is not perceived as a direct concern for Britain. Only one author directly relates the
shi pwreck to Britain in a sdusabdathpddandedysafey h. H
the next wave of stories would have warned of the hordes now heading across Europe;
destination Britaino FurihdréelinGsuoha Biitislarasponsibédity 1 0/ 2 C
or affection are not evoked by the storylineisTindicates that the British public does not

identify itself with European problems or policies and, in effect, that it does not consider itself

as a part of O6Europebd. I have noted that sc
and national ideities are inextricably connected. This view, however, seems to not be

paralleled by the storyline articulatedThe Guardian

The Lampedusa shipwreck as oO0tragedyd:

The sinking of the migrant boat is further framed as a dramatic and horrific events This
demonstrated by the frequent use of metaphor
articles directly feature the metaphor of a
Guardian: 08/10/2013b). This notion is furthered by picturespihidtay hundreds of coffins

lined up in a hangar (sdegure4 below) . Mor eover, articles repea
sinking was no accidento (The Guardian: 04,
innocent so (The Gu ar dkesathe:notidh3hatihe deatBslc@ul have T h i ¢
been prevented if only a better border management was in place.

The illegal migrants who lost their lives at Lampedusa are therefore presented as helpless and
innocent victims of political inadequaci¢see Figures). Through the frequent use of eye
witnessesd6 reports and the narration of migr
the il 1l egal mi grants is generated. Ahncharti cl
Villa and his friend had to go through in order to reach Europe (The Guardian: 06/10/2013b).

Such reports also evoke a feeling of identification with the dead migrants what is best illustrated

by the quote of a diver who laments a dead child with thesvordii t coul d have b
(The Guardian: 07/10/2013).
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Figure 5: The image ofthe innocent and helpless migrant

These meanings indicate that neither postcolonial views on the European identity nor notions
of a 6églobalized feard seem to be able to ex
in chapter 2, a postcolonial perspective assumes that the Eormssdity is constructed

through an antagonistic relationship and a clear demarcation line with an inferior and dangerous
6ot herd6 (see for example Slater: 2004). Thi

~

subverted in the articulated storylin€he illegal migrants are portrayed as helpless and

32



innocentandidentification with their destinieis sparkedIn effect, the boundary between the

0sel fdé and the oO0othero6é is Dblurred and the
containers (Brenmeet al.: 2013) undermined.

Moreover, a postcolonial perspective assumes
of progress, civilization, modernity and de\
concept i oAdme roif c a rhieiqomeéxt of the hampedusa shipwreck, however, the
European governments are presented as incompetent and their policies as failed. This further
guestions a postcoloni al view on the Europe
portrayed asaulty instead as superior.

The conception of a 6globalized fear6é6 (Pain
articulated meanings. Scholars such as Huysmans (2006) an@®a&asbi) argue that the topic

of migration became discursively linked up with an abstract fear of terrorism in the aftermath

of the 9/11 attacks. In the articulated storyline, however, the illegal migrants are presented as
helpless and innocent rather thespotential terrorists who spark fear and danger. Moreover,

the generation of i1identification and compas
bordero (Hyndman: 2012). Kitagawa (2011, 210
A mi g r aiving sat tleer camp were reduced to a mass without names, voices and

i ndi vidual it y®he Guarddianhaveverydgds hoh parallel this view. Articles
repeatedly recount theads gt btme 6S6uastaodirares, 06

geneateindividuality.

The notion of a éboat people crisisbéo:

Moreover,t he Lampedusa migrant boat is repeatedl
crisiso (The Gu aArodndarthird of B¢ drtielés2irydke ho)ions of a

O6mi gration waved of thousandsFigurk6 baldw. Theans tr
urgency of the perceived 6crisisodo i s emphasi

figures (see The Gudian: 03/10/2013c). A renewed sinking of a migrant boat on tle 11

October is framed as a stark confirmation fc
t hat has not relentedo (The Guardian: 12/ 1
st uation in Libya by arguing that f#Athere ar e

make the dangerous trip to Europe that Tripoli zoo has been turned into a processing centre for
themo (The Guardian: 13/ 10/ 20 1 ga0y)condeptiens e me a
of a OTabl o.iHd ardues phat this discoussan @nstalled in the aftermath of the

9/11 terror attackandpr oduces mobi l i zing i mages of dang
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stabi |l i tineffegtjthe noticeof@ @ | o b a | woule kb sparkedl he@rticulated
storylinealsoappears to producich arimageby asserting thahousands of migrantsould

bewai ting tOsoontbeveldbr und t Ahe might sparlpfeengsot ont i 1
fear and dangeamong the public The noti on of oudalsbpréesgntaat i on
justification for the securitization of t he
regarded from an ambivalent stanaehandful of articles also emphasize the need for a less

restrictive asylum policy (The Guardian: 04/10/2013Db).

Figure 6: "Migrants dock at Lampedusa...13,000 have arrived there so far this year"

Such i mages of a Oboat people crisinBad ekem
migrant issues in the aftermath of the 9/11 terror attacks. This might be connected to the
empathy with the U.S., the notion of the M
experience of terrorist attacks in Britain, as was indicated in thextoat analysis.
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The Shipwreck in The Guardian

WHERE? Lampedusa as a Oweak pointoé i

A matter of Italian importance

WHAT? A Atragedyo, #Adisastero and 0y
Part of a fAboat people crisis

WHO? The illegal migrants agnocent victims;
The Italian state as culprithichis unable to put in place a fair approg
to asylum;
TheEUismobi |l i sed for Italyés own

deaths (ambivalent)

WHY? Failure of the Italian government to securebibsders;

The EU refuses help to the Italian state (ambivalent)

SO WHAT? Part of a 6migration waveb;

An Oemergency situationd that

Table 1: The Analysed Geopolitical Storyline inThe Guardian

4. 2 Germanyods Guilt: The Geopolitical Storyl

4. 2.1 The 6Worldlyé Context of Production
The preceding analysis has indicated that contextual factors play an important role for the
meanings ascribed to the Lampedusa shipwiedihe Guadian. This eschews the question

of whethetthe storyline irDer Spiegetliffersandwhetherthese differences could be explained

by their distinctive O6worl dlyd context. | wo
of the storyline irDer Spiegeln the following paragraphs.

In the weeks preceding and following the sinking of the migrant boat orftBetdber 2013,

the national news section Der Spiegelvas dominated by a discussiamtbe German federal

election held on the 22Septenber as well as the coalition talks in its aftermath. With 42% of

all votes, the liberatonservative party CDU saws greatest victory since 1990. In
consequence;hancellor Angela Merkel was-gdected for the next legislative period. These
resultshavegenerallybeendiscussed with a positive undertone in the articld3an Spiegel

Angela Merkelwasr e gar ded as the strong and power ful
21/ 09/ 2013a) . Her policies are s aiGertnoanhyaov e
(Der Spiegel: 21/ 10/ 2013) . Mer kel 6s victory
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Union, as she is seen as being able to shape the direction of European politics and as holding a
powerful position in Europe (Der Spiegel: 28/10/2012ajotherarticle attributes this special

powerto herrolefan o6i nt er medi ary®é which is said to h
European financial and economic policy (Der Spiegel: 21/10/2013).

These patterns seem to parallel academic works ohisb@rical geopolitical discourse in

Germany. Scholars such as Waever (20@bearguelt hat O Eur oped plays a
in the German world vi ew. This is often tr a
(6speci al inwleedtheinitiatiom bfitwo tworld wars. In the aftermath of the Second

World War, the newly formed Federal Republic of Germany distanced itself importantly from

the mistakes of the past. Politicians emphasized that never again a war would start from German
territory. They rejected any notions of a Ger man
possible international institution, such as the European Economic Commission and the NATO.

I n effect, O6Westintegrationd anermaapofitieseas i ng o
Bach and Peters (2002, 5) argue. This is supported by the notion that German politicians
showed a special ambition for the progress of European integration. For instance, the former
German chancellor HelImut Kofundamentally contributetb the enactment of th&chengen
Agreement which abandoned Europeds internal
played an important part in many other European advancements such as the Monetary Union
(Siebold: 2013).

Moreover, the seltonfident Germarperception of its role in the European Unggems to

paral l el Bach and Peters (2002, 10) view tha
yet r eas onab |ITeey argualthaGeenmsyhasregaireditfull sovereignty and

confidence with its reunification in 1990. The German-pef r cept i on as an O0i n
the EU isfurthers ai d t o be connected to the German 0
the Cold Waiasit was directly affected by tHeastWest divide (ibid. 11)Thus,Germany did

not only pursue its political OWestintegrat.
became i mplemented in the 6Ostpolitikdé which
East over several daad e s . As the articles above indica

continued to characterize the German-pelfception.

Of particular importance in the news coverag®ef Spiegefurther appear to be questions of
immigration and integration which peesent a repeatedly discussed topic. The major issue in
this context seems to be the extent to which migrants should assimilate to the German society.
An article, for example, debates whether Turkish public servants should be allowed to wear a
headscarftaheir workplace (Der Spiegel: 26/09/2013). Another article discusses the question
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of whether the government should introduce the dual citizenship for Germans with a migrant
background (Der Spiegel: 28/10/2013).

Several contextual factors that might beimportance for the storyline on the Lampedusa
shipwreck inDer Spiegelhave been identified in this subsectidn contrast to Britain,
OEuroped seems to be of major i mportance for
of Chancellor Angela Meg in Europe indicate that the German position in the EU is viewed

with a high level of seltonfidence.

4.2.2 The Geopolitical Storyline on the Lampedusa Shipwreck

The analysis ofhe storyline on théampedusa shipwreck in the news magaiiee Spiegel
aimedto investigateunderstandings of Europe and its borders among the German public. It
covered a total number of 42 articles. For a summary of the coded meanimgblesghelow.

In the following paragraphs, | would like to present and interpretrié/sed geopolitical

storyline.

Immigration as a European matter:

In contrast to the storyline ihhe Guardianthe articles iDer Spiegelmmediately debate the
sinking of the migrant boat as of primary importance for Europe. The island of Lampedusa is

regarded as the fAgate to Europeo (Der Spieg

out posto (Der Spiegel: 03/10/2013c). The inc
as a wholevhatthe following quoteaptly demonstrates A Ent i re Eur ope i s sh
has happenedo (Il bid.). I n effect, not the It

immigration and border policies come to be the primary focus of attention in almost all articles.

The deaths at seaeathus framed as direct outcomes of political inadequacies within the
European Union. This is demonstrated by the fact that the incident is repeatedly interpreted as

a symbol for the Afail ure oTheHdropeanpeaders freDer S
directly blamed for the incidentandtk®Ji s pr esented as t Mest 6cul p
articlesthereforeopenly criticize the nature of the European immigration and border policies.
Around ten articles blame the inability of the European courtsiesact a common European

asylum policy. In this context, the Dublin Regulatiowhich identifies the country responsible

for processing asylum claims as the one through which a person first entered the European
Union i is highly problematized. It is seeas an excuse for Central European countries to

refuse help to countries most affected by illegal immigration, such as Italy (see Der Spiegel:
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09/ 10/ 2013hb) . I n addition, the Afiction of F
repeatedly critized (see Figure7 below). The European Union is blamed for its lack of
receptiveness, its unwillingness to provide legal means of entry to people in need, and its
disrespect for the right to asylum (Der Spiegel: 08/10/2013a; Der Spiegel: 03/10/2013a).

Figure 7: Critique atthe O Fi cti on of Fortr

These meanings indicate that the migrant boat becomes importantly linked to the European
Union and its immigration policies iDer Spiegel The identified patterns suggest tliat
Germany, in contrast to Britain, questions of asylum and immigration are not regarded primary
as a matter of national sovereignty but instead as responsibility of the European Union. This
appears to be in line with the assumptions of the contextubisaavhich indicated that

0 Eu r o pgreat impertaree for Germany.

A visionary identity of O6Europebo:

The shipwreck also eschews faree achi ng questions on the des
The European leaders are repeatedly presented as stubdaunvatling to show solidarity

for each other (see Der Spiegel: 08/10/2013d). This notion is aptly illustrated in the following
guot e: AOutside of the conference room, itk
of the community of statési no matter if it is about the Euro or about human beings, the big
picture splits up into the fussy Basadonthimal t o
critiqgue,the fundamental need for a European solidarity and a bettgyeration betweethne

member states is asserted.
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The European Union is further blamed for not implementing its fundamental values, as the
foll owing quote indicates: Afto | ook the ottt
di sregards our Eur o p418/2013b)aThese Butbpedndaues afpedr e g e |
to mainly be understood as the protection of human rights what is illustrated by the notion that
Arespect for human dignity, which is the fun
to talk about numbersbu t o hel p these peopledo (Der Spieg
These meanings suggest t hat a vision of 0 EL
i magined O6Europe6 is a space which is chara
receptiveness for people in need of help and solidarity between the Eurtgieanthe status

qguo of the EU, however, is criticized for not being in line with this vision. These assumptions
support the argument that the German public, in contrast to the British, importantly identifies
itself with O6Eur opeReter:2008. Waever, 2005; Bach

The German responsibility for the European Union:

In the articles inDer Spiegel the migrant shipwreck does not only become a European
Oprobl embé but is also interpreted as being ¢
the articlediscusses the responsibility thfe German governmefdr the deathsand reports

on the domestic political debatehich was sparked in the aftermath of the sinking (see Der
Spiegel: 09/10/2013e). Moreover, the shipwreck is discussed as a major isseetmlition

talks of the governmental parties in the aftermath of the German federal elections (see for
example Der Spiegel: 10/10/2013a). Tiniportancdor Germany is reinforced by the fact that

the shipwreck triggers large protests and demonstratiodamburg and Berlin from October

15 onwardgsee Figure8 below). An article, for example, reports on the protests in Berlin by

arguing that: Afthe drama of Lampedusa has coc
refugees move to Berlin and Hamburgo (Der Sp
t heamipbedusa Groupo, a group of striking refu

demonstrations for immediate changes in the German and European immigration policies (see
Spiegel: 17/10/2013).

This perception of the shipwreck as European and simultaneogy Ger man Opr obl en
the assumption thahe German public mpor t antly i dentifies itsel
problems are framed as German problems and vice versa. This parallels with the view that the
German and the European identity aretnexi cabl y connected and t ha

understood through national narratives (see Moisio et al: 2013; Paasi: 2005a).
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Figure 8: "Asylum protest at the Brandenburg Gate:
Debate onthe reception of more refugees”

The articulated meanings further suggest that Germany considers ifgdalfiag an important

roeint he European Union. This is supported by
a political strong country in the European Union, our governmaus® implement its claim

for | eadershipo (Der Spiegel: 14/10/2013c) .
Germanyhas regained its setionfidence on the international staagfor example Bach and
Peters (2002) haveedrgeedis to eflhegctan oBEBpoot
national vision.

This notion of a newly refurbished German smififidence, however, is importantly
underminedthrough af eel i ng of Glest ah then artidlepwhich deldatethe

relevarce of theshipwreck for Germanpglamethe German governmefdr beingcomplicit in

the deaths. An article for example asserts t
not in Germanyo (Der Spiegel: 07/10/2013a) .
government is presented as stubborn and unwilling to change its position by holding on to the
Dublin Regulation. In this context, a need to unburden other member states is emphasized (Der
Spiegel: 05/10/2013b). These findings indicate that the feelingroffd@an 6 gui | t 6, whi
to have become installed after the Second World War, is far from gogerman sel

criticismthusseems to play an important role in debategs position in the EU.

The Lampedusa shipwreck as O0tragedyo:
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Similar to the giryline articulated imhe Guardianthe sinking of the migrant boat is described

with a high degree of empathy. A total number of 15 articles make direct use of metaphors such

as O6disasterd6, oO6tragedyo6 or Odriacdenb(seefor t hei r
example Der Spiegel: 03/10/2013a). Moreover, the illegal migrants are portrayed as innocent
victims of political inadequacies aag beingn need of help. One artiglior exampleasserts

t hat Arefugees are paeoti(dDelrarSpyi ewell nertad/l 1:e0
compassion and empathy for their destinies is evoked. Other article pictures reminiscential
photographs of friends and families of the drowned migrants what sparks identification with

their histories gee Figuré® below) (Der Spiegel: 07/10/2013b).

Figure 9: ADumb witnesses of an unb

Such photographs seemo delibera e | y under mi ne Amooaf ¢hé s (20
0objectificationd of waybgfgocetnimglhe storirfefineect of |
Spiegel however, portrays thilegal migrants as subjects and their individual histories are

told. As was already discussed in the context of the storylimbernGuardianthesemeanings

also seem to question postcolonial views on the European identity as well as the metanarrative

of a 6églobalized feard.

A softening of the European border as solution:
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