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Preface

Dietmar Straile - Daniel Gerdeaux -
David M. Livingstone - Peeter Noges *
Frank Peeters - Karl-Otto Rothhaupt

The European Large Lakes Symposia (ELLS) emerged
from the “International Lake Ladoga Symposia,” which
took place four times between 1993 and 2002 and
presented topical research on the functioning of Lake
Ladoga and other large lakes in northern Europe. After
changing the name, and because of its primary focus on
northern European lakes, the first two ELLS took place
in Tartu, Estonia (2006) and Norrtelje, Sweden (2009).
However, because these symposia had attracted an
increasing number of scientists from other European
regions, it was decided that the third European Large
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Lakes Symposium should take place in another Euro-
pean region with a high density of large lakes: the peri-
Alpine region. This present symposium was held on the
shores of Lake Constance, at the University of Kon-
stanz, in September 2012. It was hoped that this shift in
venue would help foster the exchange of information
and cooperation between aquatic scientists working on
large lakes, and especially between those based in
eastern and central European countries.

The symposium was organized by an International
Organizing Committee consisting of Reiner Eckmann
(University of Konstanz, Germany), Daniel Gerdeaux
(INRA, Thonon-les-Bains, France), Hans Giide (Insti-
tut fiir Seenforschung, Langenargen, Germany), David
Livingstone (Eawag, Switzerland), Tiina Noges (Cen-
tre for Limnology, Estonian Agricultural University,
Estonia), Frank Peeters (University of Konstanz,
Germany), Kurt Pettersson (Uppsala University, Swe-
den), Karl-Otto Rothhaupt (University of Konstanz,
Germany), Nico Salmaso (IASMA Research and
Innovation Centre, Italy), Bernhard Schink (Univer-
sity of Konstanz, Germany), Dietmar Straile (Univer-
sity of Konstanz, Germany), Arkadi Terzhevik
(Karelian Scientific Centre, Russia), and Thomas
Weisse (Institute for Limnology, Mondsee, Austria).

The symposium was attended by 103 participants
(Fig. 1) from 17 countries: Australia, Austria, Colom-
bia, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan,
Turkey, and the USA. It thus succeeded in attracting a
large number of researchers studying lakes located not
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only in the two European large lake “hotspots” of
northern and central Europe, but also in other regions
both within and outside Europe.

The symposium was arranged around the theme
“Large lakes under changing environmental condi-
tions,” with keynote lectures given by:

e Robert W. Sterner et al.: “Plumbing the nitrogen cycle
to understand runaway nitrate:phosphate ratios”
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e Flavio Anselmetti: “Calibrating the limnogeologic
record of large lakes with their modern states to
understand environmental changes and events in

the past”

e Tamar Zohary: “Water level fluctuations beyond

natural in stratified lakes

cause for concern?”

e John D. Lenters: “Recent warming of the world’s
lakes: Global patterns and regional hot spots”



The main topics of the contributions were the
consequences of long-term change in nutrients and
climate for large lakes, the role of large lakes in the
global carbon cycle, cyanobacterial blooms, and
neozoans in large lakes. These topics were addressed
via both empirical studies and numerical simulations.
The present Special Issue of Hydrobiologia contains
13 contributions to the symposium, demonstrating the
range of topics covered and documenting the progress
that has been made in our understanding of large lake
ecosystems.

We thank the German Science foundation (DFG,
Grant Number: Ro 1008/13) and the University of

Konstanz for supporting the symposium. Organization
of the symposium was facilitated by Anne Zitzelsber-
ger from the Conference Management group of the
University of Konstanz. The help of numerous staff
from the University of Konstanz, especially from the
university’s Limnological Institute, ensured the
smooth progress of all sessions and coffee breaks.
The tireless work of Karin Huppertz, the secretary of
the Limnological Institute, was highly important to the
success of the symposium. Last but not the least, we
wish to thank all the reviewers of the papers in this
Special Issue, who made important contributions that
improved both their style and their content.





