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1 Introduction
The aim of this chapter is to present the initial findings of the Indonesian sample of
the interdisciplinary cross-cultural project "Value of Children and intergenerational
Relations" (Nauck & Trommsdorff, 2001; Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2001). This study
as a whole has the aim to examine the importance of value of children for parentchild relations over the life-span in different cultures and is an extension and modification of the original "Value of Children (VOC)" study of the 1970s which mainly
focused on relations among socio-economic conditions, value of children, and fertility (Arnold et al., 1975; Hoffman & Hoffman, 1973).
Indonesia was included in the original VOC study of the 1970's as well as being part
of the current project. The Indonesian subset of the original VOC study was conducted on a sample of 1,001 Sundanese and 1,031 Javanese married women between
the ages of 15 and 40 as well as their husbands in half of the cases. Research sites
were urban and rural areas of Bandung and Tasikmalaya in West Java (predominantly
Sundanese) as well as Solo and Salatiga in Central Java (predominantly Javanese).
Data were collected on socio-demographic variables, number of children, family
planning as well as perceived advantages and disadvantages of having children, costs
of children and characteristics desired in children (Darroch, Meyer, & Singarimbun,
1981). The design of the current VOC study (Nauck & Trommsdorff, 2001;
Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2001) differs in some aspects from the original study. In Indonesia, the current VOC study was carried out in Bandung (urban sample) and surroundings (rural sample) in West Java with a predominantly Sundanese population.
The sample consists of a one-generation sample with 300 mothers of young children
as well as a three-generation sample with 300 mothers of adolescents, their adolescent children, and 100 maternal grandmothers (Total N 1000). It includes issues of
the old VOC study as well as additional issues including intergenerational relationships and parenting behavior (Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2001).
The present chapter is divided into three sections. In the first section, a general introduction to Indonesia is given as far as socio-demographic indicators are concerned.
The second section gives an overview of anthropological facts and cultural values in
Indonesia. The last section introduces the research questions, sample and methods of
the current VOC study and empirical analyses with respect to the value of children
and relations with fertility and various parenting goals are presented.

2 General Introduction to Social Indicators of Indonesia
Indonesia is a South East Asian country located between the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. With more than 17,000 islands, of which 6,000 are inhabited, it is the
world's largest archipelagic state. Indonesia is, with more than 218 million inhabitants, the world's fourth most populated nation after the People's Republic of China,
India and the United States. Currently, the proportion of people who live in cities is
42% (Population Reference Bureau, 2004). Population density is 109 persons per
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square kilometer; however, there are large differences between the islands and provinces. For instance, population density in Papua is 6, while it is 1,033 in the province
of West Java and 12,635 persons per square kilometer in Jakarta (Badan Pusat Statistik, 2000). The natural population growth is 1.6% and the projected population
change from 2004 to 2050 is 41% (as a comparison: the projected population change
in Germany is -9%). By the year 2050, Indonesia will likely still hold the fourth place
in the ranking of most populated countries, but its population will have increased to
more than 300 million inhabitants (Population Reference Bureau, 2004). Figure I
shows the population sizes for Indonesia from the year 1950 to 2050.

Figure 1: Total midyear population 1950 to 2050 (Millions)
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Source: V.S. Census Bureau (2004). International Data Base.

Indonesia is a culturally complex and diversified country. Apart from the officiallanguage Bahasa Indonesia, more than 250 different languages are spoken, and over
three hundred different ethnic groups exist. The largest ethnic groups are Javanese
(45%), Sundanese (14%). Madurese (7.5%) and coastal Malays (7.5%) (CIA, 2004).
Indonesia has been exposed to many additional cultural influences due to trade relations and colonization. Influences of Buddhism, Hinduism as well as Islam were due
to sea trade with Indian and Chinese tradesmen and Christian influences by Catholic
and Protestant missionaries were first present during Portuguese and Dutch colonization (Schrmer, 2003). In terms of religious affiliation today, most Indonesians are
Muslim (88%) while 8% are Christian, 2% are Hindu and 1% is Buddhist (CIA,
2004).
Java is the administrative and geographic center of Indonesia and the most populated
island. Java can be divided into three ethnically and geographically different areas. In
West Java, which is a rather mountainous area, a majority of the inhabitants are Sundanese. However, the national capital city of Jakarta while situated in West Java, is
home to many different ethnic groups. East Java, which also incorporates the island
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of Madura, has a drier climate than West and Central Java and is inhabited by the
Madurese. Finally, Central Java and southern parts of East Java are inhabited by the
Javanese ethnic group. These three ethnic groups are primarily distinguished by their
languages. Other differences between the groups are rather quantitative. For example,
Javanese interpersonal relationships and speech patterns are more hierarchically organized, and Sundanese adhere more to religious rituals (Darroch et al., 1981). Although the current study is based on a Sundanese sample, we will also refer to other
ethnic groups, according to the availability of information in the literature.
2.1 Marriage

Marriage is a precondition for becoming a fully respected member of the Indonesian
society. While a man remaining unmarried is seen as wrong, for women, being unmarried brings shame to the family (Mulder, 1992). In Javanese culture, one of the
main tasks and responsibilities of parents is to have their children married (Mulder,
1992). Therefore, parents have traditionally held an important role in the initiation of
marriages for both genders. However there is more flexibility for men since they do
not marry as early as women and their parents are less involved (Malhotra, 1997). In
the past, first marriages have often been arranged by parents. Although this practice
has strongly diminished, parental approval of marriage is still very important and
their opinion is often decisive for the choice of a partner (Mulder, 1992).
The marriage rate in Indonesia is 8.4 per 1,000 inhabitants (Central Bureau of Statistics, 1995). Indonesians are known for their very young age at marriage, especially of
women; however, the mean age at marriage has risen in recent years (Heaton, Cammack. & Young, 200 I). Average age at first marriage is currently 21.6 for women
and 25.2 for men (United Nations Population Fund & PopUlation Reference Bureau,
2003). Most women between 15 and 49 years of age are married (69.7%), while a
quarter of women are single and 2.5% are widowed as well as 2.5% separated or divorced (data for the year 1997, U.S. Census Bureau). Between the ages 15 and 19,
most women are still single (82%), almost a fifth are married (17.1%) and less than
1% are already divorced. Between the ages 45 and 49, on the other hand, the majority
of women are married (82.6%), 12.6% are already widowed, 3.2% are separated or
divorced and only 1.7% of women are single.
As far as regional differences in marriage are concerned, women in rural areas seem
to marry earlier. While 8.6% of IS to 20 years old women in urban areas are married,
21.9% of rural women in this age range are already married (data for the year 1990,
U.S. Census Bureau).
Polygamy seems to be rather rare in Javanese society (Koentjaraningrat, 1960). As
Jones, Asari, and Djuartika (1994) report, 4% of marriages in West Java are polygamous.
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2.2 Divorce
The divorce rate is now 3.07 per 1,000 inhabitants (Central Bureau of Statistics,
1995). Indonesians have traditionally rather high rates of divorce (Darroch et aL,
1981), but there has been a remarkable decline in divorce rates since the 1960's
(lones et aL, 1994).
As first marriages have usually been arranged at very young ages to avoid an unmarried child bringing shame to the family (Malhotra, 1997), divorce has often happened
soon after marriage if the partners discovered their incompatibility (Iones et aI.,
1994). Thus, divorce has traditionally been socially accepted (Koentjaraningrat,
1960). Divorced wives could rely on support of their parents and return to live with
them (Heaton et aI., 2001). Remarriage was highly encouraged and gave men as well
as women the opportunity for self-selection of a partner in a second marriage (Guest,
1992; Heaton et aI., 2001; Iones et aI., 1994; Malhotra, 1997). In most cases the decision to divorce was not a unilateral one by the husband, but often the wife or both
partners wanted the divorce (Jones et aI., 1994). Before 1974, it was rather easy to
obtain a divorce. It was also possible for women to arrange divorce. However, the
procedures of divorce have been tightened since then and it has become more expensive to get divorced as court hearings have become obligatory (Jones et aI., 1994).
Apart from changed legislation, major factors in the declining divorce rate appear to
be the rising age at marriage and a greater possibility of self-arranged marriages, and
related to this rising levels of education, socio-economic development, employment
of young women away from the home and influence of the mass media (Guest, 1992;
Heaton et aI., 200 I; Jones et aI., 1994). Most divorces occur before the first child is
born and it seems that the birth of a child gives stability to the couple (Darroch et aI.,
1981; Guest, 1992). Guest (1992) analyzed the divorce patterns of Indonesian women
using the Indonesia Fertility Survey from 1978 and found differences between ethnic
groups: for Sundanese the divorce rates were highest, while they were lowest for BaIinese. Also higher divorce rates in rural areas than in urban areas have been reported
(lones et aI., 1994). According to the V.S. Census Bureau (2004) the percentage of
divorced women over 10 years old in the rural areas is 3.3% versus 2.7% in the urban
areas. It seems that modernization and social change have not led to higher divorce
rates like in Western countries, but instead have disrupted established family patterns
and the traditional system of high divorce and have, thus, contributed to a decline in
divorce rates (Heaton et aI., 2001).
2.3 Kinship system and household structure
The cultural diversity between the different ethnic groups is reflected in the traditional kinship system. Predominantly, a bilateral and nucleating kinship system is
practiced such as in the case of the Javanese, but large patrilineal groups like the Balinese and matrilineal groups like the Minangkabau exist as well (Geertz, 1963;
Heaton et aI., 2001). According to Koentjaraningrat (1960) among the Javanese no
rules exist as to where a young married couple should live, but ideally they should set
up an independent household. Establishing a new household often occurs after a pe175

riod of cohabitation with parents or in-laws, especially if the couple is very young
and not considered ready to live independently. After this period the couple builds a
new house, usually in the neighborhood of the parents of the wife. According to the
ideal ofneolocality, in order to be fully accepted and respected as an adult one has to
establish one's own family and personal household which also becomes the main
source of social identity of one's children (Mulder, 1992). Often a widowed mother
lives in the household of her son or daughter (Koentjaraningrat, 1960). In Indonesia,
4.5 persons live on average in a household (United Nations Statistics Division, 2004).

2.4 Fertility
There has been a decline in the fertility rate from 5.4 children per woman in the early
1960's to 2.5 children per woman today (U.S. Census Bureau, 2004). Figure 2 shows
the total fertility rates from 1980 to 2004 and Figure 3 compares age-specific fertility
rates in 1980 and 2004.

Figure 2: Total Fertility Rate
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According to the PopUlation Reference Bureau (2004), 11 % of the total fertility rate
can be attributed to births by mothers aged 15 to 19. The average age of women when
they give birth to a child is 28 (United Nations Population Division, 2003). Among
women between 35 and 39, 6.6% are childless (United Nations Population Division,
2003).
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Figure 3: Age-specific Fertility Rate (per 1,000 women)
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The government views the birth rate as too high and is encouraging lower fertility by
improving the availability of contraceptives and services related to family planning
(United Nations Population Fund & Population Reference Bureau, 2003). Fifty-seven
percent of married women use contraceptives (United Nations Statistics Division,
2004), however they generally do not use contraceptives before the birth of the first
child (Darroch et aI., 1981; Zevalkink, 1997). The percentage of women who are
sexually active and do not use contraception, although they would like to avoid pregnancy, is 9.2% (United Nations Population Fund & Population Reference Bureau,
2003).
As far as urban-rural differences in fertility are concerned, findings are not always
consistent. According to the U.S. Census Bureau (2004), in the year 1980 urban
women had given birth to an average of 2.4 children and had 2 surviving children,
while rural women had given birth to an average of 2.8 children and had 2.3 surviving. The United Nations Population Fund and the Population Reference Bureau
(2003) report a total fertility rate of 2.4 in urban and 3.0 in rural areas. This suggests
that rural women have on average more living children and have given birth more
often than urban women. However, in the VOC study of the 1970's, urban participants reported more living children than did participants in rural areas. The rural
sample reported higher levels of childhood mortality, leading the total birthrate to be
roughly equivalent in urban and rural areas (Darroch et aL, 1981). Based on data from
the World Fertility Survey of the 1970's, Ahmad (1985) analyzed the impact of
demographic variables on fertility behavior of two age cohorts in several Muslim
countries. In Java urban women reported having more children than rural women.
This difference may be due in part to the fact that in rural areas breast-feeding continues for a longer period of time, thus increasing the interval between births. Also
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poor health and malnutrition might account for lower birth rates in the rural area. Another explanation offered was that perhaps rural women did not report births in which
the child subsequently died.
The United Nations Population Fund and the Population Reference Bureau (2003)
report a total fertility rate of 2.7 for women with low or no education and of 2.6 for
women with the highest level of education. However, Ahmad (1985) found that there
were significant differences in fertility between education groups in both age cohorts.
The lowest fertility was found where both a woman and her husband had no education, and high fertility was associated with high educational status of the partner or of
both members of the couple. The explanation offered for this finding was that more
highly educated women can afford a large number of children because of their higher
economic status. However, working women also had lower fertilities than women
who were not gainfully employed.
According to Koen~araningrat (1960), Javanese desire to have many children, because they are believed to be a blessing and to contribute to well-being and a state of
emotional calm (slarnet) in the household. The mean number of children desired by
Indonesians is 4.2 children (United Nations Department of International Economic
and Social Affairs, 1987). In the VOC study of the 1970's, the mean number of children desired was 4.5 for Sundanese and 4.4 for Javanese women while the ideal
number of children was 4.0 respectively 4.1. The desired family size, but less so the
ideal number, was influenced by the actual family size (Darroch et aI., 1981).

2.5 Age structure, life expectancy, and infant mortality
Indonesia has a very young population. The median age in Indonesia for men is 25.7
years and tor women 26.6 years (CIA, 2004). Thirty percent of the population is under 15 and 5% is over 65. Life expectancy at birth is 68 years for women and 66
years for men (Population Reference Bureau, 2004).
The infant mortality rates are 34 per 1000 life births for girls and 45 per 1000 live
births for boys (as a comparison: infant mortality rate in Germany is 4.1) (United Nations Statistics Division, 2004). The child mortality for children under 5 is also quite
high with 59 deaths per 1000 male children and 46 deaths for 1000 female children
(Population Reference Bureau, 2004). The high infant mortality may be a reason for
wanting more children (Darroch et aI., 1981). Ahmad (1985) found that the experience of child loss increased the number of subsequent births.

2.6 Education
Among the young population, the difference between males and females with regard
to literacy is very small. Ninety-seven percent of females between the ages 15 and 19
are literate compared to 98% of males of this age. If one regards the entire popUlation
over age 15, however, larger male-female differences occur. The literacy rate for females over 15 is 82% and for males is 92% (Population Reference Bureau, 2004).
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Even larger gender differences can be found in the age group over 65 where 68% of
men are literate compared to only 38% of women. Also differences between urban
and rural areas occur: in the year 1990, 92% of the urban population over age 10 was
literate whereas only 80% of the rural population was literate (U.S. Census Bureau,
2004).
The formal school system consists of several levels (Unesco: Institute for Statistics,
2004; Unesco: International Bureau of Education, 2004). Pre-school education in the
form of kindergarten and play groups for younger children is provided but is not
mandatory. Net enrollment rate 2 and gross enrollment rate 3 in pre-primary education
are 20% for males and 21 % for females. The basic compulsory education lasts nine
years and consists of primary and lower secondary education. Primary school begins
at age 7 and continues for six years. The enrollment rates for primary education are
almost equal for male and female pupils (gender parity index4 is .99). Primary gross
enrollment rate is III and net enrolment rate is 92%. Junior secondary school level,
which consists of a compulsory three-year education program for students from 12 to
15 years of age, has a gross enrollment rate of 72% for both genders. The gender parity index is .95. The percentage of children who have started primary education and
reach grade 4, i.e., the survival rate to grade 4, for males is 90%, for females 94%, to
grade 5 it is 87% for males and 92% for females.
In addition to the public primary and junior secondary education, there are also private schools, mainly ruled by religious groups, like the Islamic primary and secondary schools. Apart from the compulsory schooling, there is also the possibility of
higher secondary education which begins at age 16 and lasts for three years. Gross
enrollment ratio is 45% for males and 42% for females. Higher or tertiary education
is an extension of secondary education and consists of academic and professional
education. Theoretical entrance age is 19. Gross enrollment ratios are 16% for men
and 14% for women. Public expenditures per student are 3.7% of the Gross Domestic
Product per capita for primary, 7.3% for secondary and 21% for tertiary education
(Unesco: Institute for Statistics, 2004; Unesco: International Bureau of Education,
2004).
Parents have to pay school fees themselves and for the low socio-economic status
parents it is not easy to fulfill this obligation (Marat, 2004). Some children have relatives who help them by paying at least the school fee, if not for their other needs.
Some people become orang tua asuh who help by paying the monthly school fee, or
some other kind of help, for instance clothes (pakaian seragam), food etc. But these
material supports are in general relatively small and not evenly spread. Therefore
2 Net enrollment rate is the number of pupils in the official age-group for a given level of education
enrolled in that level expressed as a percentage ofthe total population in that age-group.
3 Gross enrollment rate is the number of pupils enrolled in the given level of education, regardless
of age, expressed as a percentage of the population in the relevant official age-group.
4 Gender parity index (GP!) is the ratio ofthe female to male values of a given indicator. A GP! of I
indicates parity between sexes.
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parents have to work hard and even take extra work to maintain their family. Often,
children also have to help their parents to get some money by working in a factory,
selling food made by their mothers, etc. This condition occurs not only in the rural
area but also in the urban area. Children from low income families often cannot finish
the 9 years of schooling. Mostly, they drop out of school during the secondary
schooling, but some children do not even finish elementary school (Marat, 2004).
2.7 Employment

Indonesian women have an active role in running the family economy (Ahmad, 1985;
Malhotra, 1997). Although Indonesians (Sundanese) believe that women's primary
responsibilities should be raising the children and managing the household, women
are also allowed to have a job outside the household (Zevalkink, 1997). Labor force
participation of women in Indonesia has risen from 46% in 1980 to 58% in 2000; in
contrast, 85% of men between ages 15 and 64 participated in the labor force in the
year 2000 (Population Reference Bureau, 2004). Eight percent of members of the
parliament in 2001 were women, 2% ministerial and sub-ministerial officials (Population Reference Bureau, 2004). Almost 8% of Indonesians live on less than 1 dollar
per day (United Nations Population Fund & Population Reference Bureau, 2003).

3 Anthropological Facts and Cultural Values in Indonesia5
As has already been mentioned, many different ethnic groups exist in Indonesia.
There have been a wide range of anthropological and ethno-psychological studies on
many of these groups including the Minankabao in West Sumatra who combine the
patriarchal characteristics of Islam with a matrilineal social organization (Heider,
1991), the Batak in the north of Sumatra who are mainly Christian, and the Dayak
who are nomads living in the forests of Kalimantan (Antes, 2004). In the south ofSulawesi live the Toraja who have been studied for their avoidance of conflicts and their
expression of emotions (Hollan, 1997; Wellenkamp, 1997). Also studied are the Hindus of Bali (Wikan, 1989) and the Dani of West Papua who are famous for their tribal
wars (Winkler, 2004).
3.1 Indonesian principles of life

Mulder (1992, 2000) is an anthropologist studying Javanese culture. His descriptions
are mainly based on interviews among members of the middle class in Yogyakarta.
He describes the concept of being kejawen, or Javanese, as a system of principles for
the conduct of life. This system of thought is strongly influenced by the HinduBuddhist periods of Java and is based on cosmology and mythology. It is comparable
to the Sundanese ideas about life; Sundanese and Javanese may differ in the degree to
which they adhere to certain values, with Javanese being the most formal and hierarchically organized, but qualitatively their ideas are similar (Darroch et aI., 1981). Ba5

This section is largely based on an overview by Angela Liesner (2005).
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sic ideas involve the unity of existence and the order of life which is reflected in the
hierarchical organization of social relations with particular privileges and obligations
for every hierarchical position. Man is part of the higher life order and has a moral
obligation to respect this order and to live according to its rules (Mulder, 1992,2000;
Pidada, 1993). A primary issue is respect for higher-ranking persons. Harmony in
social relations is a basic value in all different ethnic groups in Indonesia (MagnisSuseno, 1989). Situations that could disturb the higher order must be avoided. Negative emotions and desires have to be suppressed. Mulder (2000, p. 90) writes: "Emotion and feeling, intuition, empathy and sympathy, self-consciousness and appreciation of each other's dignity, these are the valid guides in interaction, along with the
suppression of conflict, the denial of frustration, and the mastery of one's negative
emotions. Often one's own strong dark feelings are felt to be as threatening as the
presumed critical opinion of others."
Similarly, Geertz (1961) describes the mechanism of satru. Satru is a mechanism
which serves to avoid open conflicts. If interpersonal difficulties arise, one should
avoid getting involved and instead try to be indifferent. If one gets emotionally involved, then contact with the conflict partner is avoided for days, weeks or even for
the rest oflife because discussing a problem is seen as very upsetting (Mulder, 2000).
Additionally, the inner states of a person are important (kebatinan) and mastering
body, impulses, and emotions is a necessary task (Mulder, 1992,2000). Javanese and
Sundanese try to create a state of harmony and emotional calm in the family which is
called slamet. This spiritual state must be cultivated by the adherence to various taboos and by the performance of slametan which is a social religious meal demonstrating harmonious relationships with kin, friends, and neighbors. Slametan rituals are
performed at occasions such as birth and marriage, as well as in life crises (Ko entjaraningrat, 1960; Mulder, 1992). Disturbances of the cosmic harmony are remedied
by praying and making offerings, thus ensuring that evil forces cannot do harm to the
society (Pidada, 1993).
3.2 Parent-child relations
In the framework of higher order, Javanese are obliged to perpetuate the continuity of
life by marrying and having children (Mulder, 1992). Parents are obliged to care for
their children and provide them everything they need as they grow up. An important
task of parents is to educate their children to become "human beings" (dadi wong),
which means respected members of society. In this process of education the child has
to learn the rules ofJavanese culture (Mulder, 1992).
Obedience, however, is not asked from children in their early development; instead,
the small child is indulged (Mulder, 1992). Javanese use the terms durung djawa (not
yet Javanese) and durung ngerti (not yet understanding) for children until the ages of
5 or 6. The child is seen as not yet able to control emotions in an adult way and therefore the child is not punished for mistakes. It is thought that emotional excitement is
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bad for the child and causes illness, so the child receives what he or she wants. If indulgence is not possible, the situation is changed or the child is distracted (Geertz,
1961). At approximately age 6 there is a transition to parents expecting obedience,
politeness, and respect from the child.
Children experience greater emotional and physical distance from their fathers than
from their mothers and children must address their fathers only in Javanese high language (krama) (Geertz, 1961; Mulder, 1992). Similarly, among the Sundanese the
mother is seen as the primary caregiver, while the father has a rather traditional role
as an authority person with less intimacy towards the children (Zevalkink, 1997).
The child develops a sense of trust in and dependence on his overprotective mother
while the world outside the family is presented as mysterious and dangerous, full of
forces that will punish a disobedient child. Indonesian parents have been described as
rarely using physical punishment; instead they use disciplinary strategies like making
promises, scaring the child by telling him about supernatural punishments and shaming or embarrassing the child in front of others (Mulder, 1992; Zevalkink & RiksenWalraven, 2001). These techniques control behavior and foster conformity. Although
mothers are more protective and fathers more authoritarian, they both follow a "paternalistic" style of parenting in the sense that children have to accept their guidance
(Mulder, 1992). Autonomy is learned late, because dependence is seen as positive
quality as it increases sensitivity to others. Quite early in life children learn to oppress
their negative emotions and to handle them without disturbing others (Mulder, 2000).
Sundanese mothers have a feeling of competence and trust in their capacities as far as
their task of child-rearing is concerned (Pidada, 1993).
Parents have to be honored and respected because they represent life and its order
(Mulder, 2000). The obligation of children to show respect to their parents still holds
even when they are financially independent and have their own family. They still depend on the blessing of their parents (restu). After the death of the parents, children
are obliged to go to their parents' graves and to honor their forefathers (Mulder,
1992). If they do not honor their parents, they are punished in a supernatural way
(walat).
The hierarchy in the parent-child relationship remains the same over the life course:
parents always remain superior and givers and their children remain inferior and receivers. Both have to fulfil! their role obligations as part of their life cycle. The task
that parents fulfil! is repeated when children marry and become parents themselves.
Children do not have to repay anything to their parents and they do not become indebted for anything parents have given to them, because it is not possible to become
indebted to a superior. Instead, they have the obligation to honor their parents and to
offer things to their parents to attract their goodwill (Mulder, 1992).
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3.3 Cultural change
According to Mulder (2000), in the rapidly modernizing world kejawim, i.e., the traditional Javanese way of life, is weakening because the young generation orients itself more and more towards modem values. Social and geographic mobility are growing along with better educational possibilities. The tradition of mutual social control
and the authority of neighborhood relationships dissolve more and more. Slametan
rituals are held less often. There is more disparity between rich and poor.
There have been changes also within families. The hierarchy of the family members
is becoming less important. Javanese high language is spoken less, even towards fathers. The ritualized position of fathers as distant is less expressed and they are closer
to their family members. Children are more open and free in their relationships with
their parents, and there is more mutual understanding, communication, and intimacy
(Mulder, 2000).
To put it in a nutshell, cultural change is occurring and altering the traditional way of
life on the societal level as well as within families; however, the family as a main
source of identity is still very important for Indonesians (Mulder, 2000).

4 The Current VOC Study in Indonesia
The theoretical questions of the current project are based on a culture-informed
model of intergenerational relations over the life-span (Trommsdorff, 2001, in press;
see also Mayer, Albert, Trommsdorff, & Schwarz, this volume) which includes assumptions of social change regarding interdependence and independence in the family (Kagitcibasi, 1996), intergenerational solidarity (e.g., Bengtson & Roberts, 1991),
and culture-specific developmental pathways of parent-child relations (Rothbaum,
Pott, Azuma, Miyake, & Weisz, 2000; Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, in press;
Trommsdorff, in press).
Structure of vac in Indonesia. In the original VOC study of the 1970s, three different types of values were described: emotional, social-normative and economic values
of children (Arnold et al., 1975; Kagitcibasi, 1982; Nauck, 1997; Trommsdorff,
2001). The instruments used in the original and in the present VOC study differ in
several ways. For example structured interviews and likert-scales were used in the
present study whereas open-ended questions and dichotomized answers were used in
the original VOC studies. Also new items have been added in the present study. Our
first line of inquiry involved determining if it was possible to uncover a clear and
meaningful structure to the VOC items that fits the four different age cohorts of the
Indonesian sample. This was the necessary base for our further analyses comparing
the importance of VOC dimensions between generations and regions and examining
relations between parents' value of children and parenting goals.
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Intergenerational, regional and gender differences in Vac. The second aim was to
find similarities and differences between generations, regions and genders (as far as
adolescents are concerned) on the VOC dimensions. The following four hypotheses
were tested:
(l) Regarding intergenerational differences in value preferences, modernization theories of value change and studies testing the assumption of age-specific value preferences as well as previous studies on VOC have shown a decreased importance oftraditional values and an increased importance of modem values over time and across
generations (Inglehart, 1990, 1997; Inglehart & Baker, 2000; Makoshi & Tromrnsdorff, 2002; Schwartz et aI., 2001; Trommsdorff, Zheng, & Tardif, 2002; see also
Trommsdorff, Mayer, & Albert, 2004). Therefore, our first hypothesis was that intergenerational differences would occur with the older generations holding more "traditional" (social-normative and old-age security/continuity) and the younger generations holding more emotional values of children.
(2) As far as regional differences in value preferences are concerned, several studies
have found that urban samples share more modem values like individualism, while
rural samples are more oriented towards traditional values like collectivism (e.g.,
Cha, 1994; Mishra, 1994). One observation of the original VOC study was that expectations of economic help from children and support in old age are highest for people living in rural contexts while the economic value of children loses importance in
urban contexts because of decreased economic interdependence between the generations (Arnold et aI., 1975; Kagitcibasi, 1982). Social change and economic development as seen in the urban context, leads to an increase in the emotional value of children (for Turkey see Kagitcibasi, 1982).
Based on these observations, we predicted that rural participants would hold more
traditional values of children than urban participants and urban participants would
hold more emotional values than rural participants.
(3) Adolescence is a formative phase in the development of identity and value orientations (e.g., Erikson, 1968; Inglehart, 1990, 1997). Thus, younger generations may
be more influenced by modernization than older generations. Furthermore, social
change may be more prevalent in a more modem context such as the urban context
than in a more traditional context such as the rural context. Many more models with
different value orientations and influences from outside the family such as mass media may be available in modem than in traditional contexts (Camilleri & MalewskaPeyre, 1997). In modem contexts, even if transmission of values occurs between generations, there may be large intergenerational differences on the aggregate level. In
traditional contexts, values may be transmitted in a more absolute way compared to
the relative transmission present in modem contexts (for relative and absolute transmission see Vermulst, de Brock, & Van Zutphen, 1991). Thus, our third hypothesis
was that intergenerational differences in VOC dimensions would be larger in the urban than in the rural sample.
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(4) Socialization practices differ for boys and girls in many societies including Indonesia (0' Andrade, 1974; Whiting & Edwards, 1974). Boys and girls in Indonesia face
different future societal roles as parents because child-rearing duties are primarily
undertaken by women (Zevalkink, 1997). Additionally, gender differences on mean
value preferences have been found in some studies (Smith & Schwartz, 1997). Therefore, we asked if boys and girls hold different values of children.

Influences of VOC on fertility. Our third research question investigated the relation
between value of children and fertility. One main assumption of the original VOC
study was that the value of children is a mediator between the socio-economic context and fertility. The higher the economic and social-normative VOC, the greater
number of children parents desired, while with high emotional VOC, parents desired
fewer children (Kagitcibasi, 1982). Accordingly, we asked if the ideal number of
children reported by Indonesian mothers could be predicted by their different values
of children. We hypothesized that the higher the emotional value of children, the
smaller mothers' reported ideal number of children would be, while for traditional
values of children the opposite relation would be found.
Influences of VOC on parenting goals. Our fourth aim was to examine relations between value of children and parenting goals. Parental subjective theories about child
rearing are part of the developmental niche and influenced by the cultural context
(Super & Harkness, 1997). A relation between value orientations and parenting goals
and behavior has also been found empirically (e.g., Schwarz, Schafermeier, &
Trommsdorff, 2005). According to Hoffman & Hoffman (1973, p. 20), "value of
children refers to the functions they serve or the needs they fulfill for parents." Thus,
by looking at the needs that children fulfill for their parents one should also be able to
make predictions regarding parenting. In the original VOC study of the I970s, it was
found that in contexts where parents have more traditional values of children in that
economic, normative as well as old-age security and family continuity needs are expected to be fulfilled, parents are more controlling, highly value obedience, and independence less. However, in contexts where the emotional value of children is higher,
parents value goals like independence for their children (Hoffman, 1988; Kagitcibasi,
1996; Nauck, 1997). Thus, we expected traditional values of children like socialnormative or old-age security/continuity VOC to be positively related to the parenting
goal of obedience, while we expected emotional VOC to be positively related to the
goal of independence. We had no clear expectations regarding parents' other goals
for children because they can serve several needs. On one hand, a sociable and good
child can fulfill emotional needs. On the other hand, a main goal of adult life in Indonesia is to have children, and educating these children to become good people who
are respected in the society is part of the order of life (Geertz, 1974; Mulder, 1992).
Thus, normative aspects of having children may also be related to the goals of the
children becoming popular and good people.
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4.1 Methods
4.1.1 Participants, design, procedure

The Indonesian sample includes three biologically related generations (mothers of
adolescents, adolescents, grandmothers) and another group of mothers of preschool
children. Altogether, 300 mothers of adolescents together with their male and female
children between the ages of 14 and 17, 100 grandmothers (biological mothers of the
mothers), and 300 young mothers (with target children between 2 and 5 years) were
interviewed. In each generation, half of the sample was living in an urban and half in
a rural area.
The participants were contacted via schools in the case of the three-generationsample and via hospitals and health care centers where mothers were registered, in
the case of mothers of preschool children. The urban sample was recruited from the
city of Bandung (West Java, 2.7 million inhabitants) and the rural sample from the
surroundings of Bandung. The majority of participants were Sundanese (86% of
mothers of adolescents, 92% of mothers of preschool children, 88% of grandmothers), the others were of Javanese descent. In each of the two regions, the participants
were interviewed in standardized face-to-face interviews; these were carried out in
2002 by trained female interviewers individually for each person in the participants'
house. Adolescents filled in the questionnaires on their own. The respondents answered all questions in the assigned sequence.
4.1.2 Description ofthe Indonesian sample

The mean age of mothers of preschool children was 25.2 years (SD 4.2, range 1741 years). They had between one and three children CM = 1.2, SD = 0.4). The mothers
of adolescents were on average 39.8 years old (SD = 5.4, range 30-67 years) and they
had between one and eight children (M 3.2, SD = 1.3). Grandmothers' mean age
was 63.6 years (SD 7.8, range 49-92 years) and they had on average 5.1 children
(SD 2.3, range 1-10 children). The mean age of adolescents was 15.3 (SD = 1.0,
range 13-17 years6 ), 45% of them were male. The number of household members
varied for mothers of adolescents and for mothers of preschool children between 3
and 18 persons (M 5.7, SD = 1.9 and M = 5.4, SD 2.4 respectively), and for
grandmothers between 1 and 14 persons (M= 5.2, SD = 2.7).
According to the sample selection criteria of the study (to ensure comparable conditions across families), all mothers of preschool children and mothers of adolescents
were married. This was the first marriage for most of them (only 3% of mothers of
preschool children and 8% of mothers of adolescents were remarried). Thirty-seven
percent of grandmothers were married, 13% remarried, 3% divorced or separated and
47% were widowed.
Adolescents had to be between 14-17 years old according to selection criteria. However, five adolescents included in the study were only 13 years old.

6
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The mothers of preschool children had on average spent the longest time in school
(10.5 years), mothers of adolescents had an average of 8.9 years of schooling and
grandmothers averaged 5.1 years. Forty-nine percent of the mothers of preschool
children, 30% of the mothers of adolescents and 7% of grandmothers had completed
senior high school or had attained a higher educational leveL In total 92% of the adolescents attended school, most of them junior (52.4%) or senior (45.5%) high schooL
Only 1% of the mothers of preschool children, 7% of mothers of adolescents, but
53% of the grandmothers had either no, or an incomplete primary school experience.
Almost half of the mothers of adolescents (48%) and a third of the mothers of preschool children (32%) were currently employed.
With respect to religion, 99% of the respondents were Muslim. Apart from that, six
respondents were Protestant, four were Catholic, two were Christian orthodox and
one was Buddhist. Around 50% of the mothers of preschool children and of adolescents reported having a middle economic status, and around 4% considered themselves as having a higher economic status. Among grandmothers, 36% reported a
middle economic status and 9% reported a higher economic status.
To examine differences between urban and rural participants with respect to sododemographic characteristics, we examined several selected variables (see Table I).
Rural and urban mothers of adolescents, mothers of preschool children and grandmothers differed significantly in age with urban participants being older than rural
ones. Urban and rural adolescents did not differ in age.
As far as the number of living children is concerned, urban and rural grandmothers
differed significantly with urban grandmothers having more children than rural
grandmothers. Urban mothers of adolescents and urban grandmothers had more
household members than rural ones, and urban mothers of adolescents also spent
more time in school than rural mothers of adolescents. Urban mothers of adolescents
also reported having a slightly higher economic status than rural mothers of adolescents reported.
Table 1: Mean differences of urban and rural participants on sociodemographic variables
Urban
($D)
5.28

Socio-demographic variables

Age

Number
of children

Mothers of adolescents
M others of pre-school
children
Grandmothers
Adolescents
Mothers of adolescents
Mothers of pre-school
children
Grandmothers

M
41.18

I

Rural
(SD)
5.00

M
38.26

t

df

4.76** , 279

26.98

4.06

23.42

3.57

7.92**

292

67.45
15.24 ...
3.31

6.66
.99
1.36

59.88
15.27
3.02

7.06
1.02
1.16

5.48**
-.23
1.96+

97
298
297

1.18

.39

1.13

.38

1.11

296

5.64

2.20

4.52

2.32

187

2.47**

98

!

Socio·demographic variables

Number
• of houseI hold
members

Urban

M
6.08

Mothers of adolescents
Mothers of pre-school
5.53
children
6.06
Grandmothers
Mothers of adolescents 10.56
Years of Mothers of pre-school
11.97
schooling children
Grandmothers
I 5.63
Mothers of adolescents
2.55
EconoMothers of pre-school
mic
2.47
children
status
2.48
Grandmothers

Rural

t

!

df

(SD)

1.87

M
5.29

(SD)

2.89

5.20

1.91

1.12

257

2.74
4.34

4.22
7.13

2.21
2.58

3.61**
8.25**

94
239

3.41

9.04

2.89

1.15**

297

3.64
.85

4.62
2.37

2.32

.77

1.64
1.99*

82
298

.82

2.36

.83

1.15

297

.97

2.18

1.02

1.50

98

1.84

...

3.66** i 292

Note. t-tests for independent samples. **p < .01. *p < .05. +p < .10.

4.1.3 Descriptions of the instruments/reliabilities
The instruments were comprised of self-report questions which were assessed in the
four generational samples (for the whole questionnaire see Schwarz, Chakkarath,
Trommsdorff, Schwenk, & Nauck, 2001). Some specific questions were included
only either in the questionnaires for mothers, grandmothers or adolescents. The questionnaire for mothers was most comprehensive. In the following, only the scales
which are used in the current analyses and their reliabilities are reported.

Values of Children were assessed through a selection of original items from the VOC
study of the 1970s (e.g., Amold et al., 1975) as well as newly developed items and
some items from the Family and Fertility Survey (FFS) (e.g., Pohl, 1995). The items
(reasons for wanting to have children) were rated on a five point scale (from I = "not
important at all" to 5 = "very important"). Based on exploratory factor analyses (for a
detailed description see section 4.2) three positive VOC dimensions were constructed
and used for further analyses. Emotional VOC with 5 items (e.g., "feeling of love between parent and child") had reliabilities between .69 (mothers of adolescents) and
.83 (grandmothers), Social-Normative VOC with 4 items (e.g., "Makes family more
important") reached reliabilities between .58 (adolescents) and .66 (mothers of adolescents) and Old-Age Security/Continuity VOC with 4 items in the mothers' and
adolescents' samples and 3 items in the grandmothers' sample (e.g., "Less likely to
be lonely in old-age") had reliabilities between .56 (grandmothers) and .68 (mothers
of preschool children). Scales were constructed by the mean of all items belonging to
each scale.
Parenting goals. Furthermore, the importance of the parenting goals obedience. independence, being popUlar, academic achievement and being a good person was assessed on a five point scale (from 1 = "not important at all" to 5 "very important").
Grandmothers were asked with respect to the target grandchild. (However, in the pre188

sent analyses we did not use these data). These items were not included in the adolescents' questionnaire.
4.2 Results
4.2.1 Analysis ofVOC-dimensions: exploratory factor analyses
The first aim of the current study was to find a clear structure of the value of children
items. The overall structure of the value of children items was examined by an exploratory factor analysis over the full sample including mothers of adolescents, mothers of preschool children, adolescents and grandmothers (N = 1000). The VOCinstrument was not identical in all four generational samples. While the VOCinstrument in the questionnaires for mothers of adolescents and mothers of preschool
children contains 27 items, the VOC-instrument for grandmothers and for adolescents
contains only a subset of these items (23 items for grandmothers and 18 items for
adolescents). For the current analysis, the data from all subjects and only those 16
items that occur in every questionnaire were included. This combined analysis was
the most useful here since a main goal of the study was to analyze similarities and
differences in VOC between the generations and regions. Scale values are comparable across generations since for all samples an equivalent solution is generated. The
analysis resulted in three factors with eigenvalues greater than 1. The three-factor solution explained 47% of variance and consisted of an Emotional factor (5 items), an
Old-Age Security/Continuity factor (4 items) and a Social-Normative factor (4 items)
(see Table 2).
Two further items which measured economic reasons for having children ("to help
your family economically" and "child helps around the house") also loaded high on
the social-normative factor, but there were cross-loadings on the old-age security/continuity factor. Therefore these two items were not included in the final socialnormative factor. The item "Have someone to love and care for" had also to be deleted due to low- and cross-Ioadings. In order to receive a simple structure, only items
with a minimum loading of .50 on one factor and loadings of less than .40 on the
other factors were included in each scale.
As the factor solution used in this report is based on the full sample of four generations (mothers of adolescents, mothers of preschool children, adolescents and grandmothers), and only included items which were asked of all four generations, partly
low re liabilities had to be tolerated for reasons of comparability (see description of
instruments).
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Table 2: Principal component analysis ofVOC-dimensions: combined sample
Variable
10
09
05
13
08
22
02

11

25
18
21
01
27
17
12
20

Emotional

Feeling oflove between parent and child
Pleasure watching children grow
Increases sense of responsibility
Raising child helps learn about life/self
Fun to have young children around
To have someone to love and care for
Makes family more important
Standing/reputation among your kin
A duty according to your belief
To be sure enough children will survive
To help your family economically
Child helps around the house
Children can help you when you're old
Life will be continued through child
Less likely to be lonely in old age
To carry on the family name

.72
.71
.65
.65
.58

.34
.34
.27
.19
.28
-.28
-.17
.09
.27
.31
.18

Factors
Socialnormative
.07
.14
.19
.20
.14

.31
.61
.61
.56
.56
.55
.53
.10
.12
.04
.31

OId-age/
continui
.17
.17

.09
.08
.22

.33

.03
.10
.16
.05
.42
.42

.76
.62
.61
.55

Note. Principal component analysis with Varimax rotation. Factor loadings in bold print mark items
that are included in the respective scales; factor loadings in italics mark items that are not included
due to cross-loadings.

4.2.2 Cross-generational and cross-regional comparisons of VOC-dimensions
For the comparisons of VaC-dimensions among the four Indonesian generational
samples, scales were constructed on the basis of the all-samples-solution. As a biologically related 3-generation-sample (triads) as well as a larger 2-generation-sample
(dyads) and apart from that a sample of mothers of preschool children were used,
several analyses had to be carried out to examine the whole range of similarities and
differences among generations and samples. To account for the different living situation and different stages of modernization in rural and urban context in Indonesia and
because differences have been a focus of the original vac study, urban and rural respondents were also compared.

Comparison of VaC-dimensions in the 3-generation sample (N = 100 triads), the 2generation sample (N = 300 dyads), and between regions. Analyses of variance for
dependent measurements with the between-subjects factor region (urban/rural) were
carried out to compare the 100 triads of biologically related grandmothers, mothers,
and adolescents with regard to vac dimensions. Significant main effects for generations were found for all three vac scales. For the emotional vac, pair-wise comparisons showed that only mothers and adolescents differed: mothers scored higher
than their adolescent children. For the social-normative vac, differences were found
among all three generations: grandmothers had the highest and adolescents the lowest
social-normative vac, while mothers were in the middle. The same pattern was
found for old-age security/continuity vac.
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A main effect for region was found for social-normative VOC only: The urban participants valued social-normative VOC less than the rural participants (see Table 3).
No interaction effects between generation and region occurred, meaning that generations differed from each other in the same way in both the urban and the rural regIOns.
Table 3: Value of Children in three generations

Ivoc

I

M

i~,~""

I Emotional
!
Grandmothers
Mothers
Adolescents
I Social-normative
:
Grandmothers
Mothers
Adolescents
! Old-age!
: continuity
Grandmothers
Mothers
Adolescents

I

Urban

4.31
4.41
4.22

(.58)
(.41)
{.41

3.88
3.75
3.51

(.72)
(.80)
{.62}

4.59
4.48
4.09

I

(SD) I

(.48)
(.60)
(.62)

M

'

I

4.35
4.01
3.65
4.68
4.47
4.20

Note. Repeated Measurement ANOVAS. N

*p < .05.

Rura~
ANOVA F
(SD)
GeneraRegion

:t
(.51)
(.63)

tion
3.73*

.04

GxR

I

.48

19.30**

11.25**

1.95

29.37**

.81

.47

(.39) ,
(.45)
(. 501

I

lOO per generation, each cell n

50. **p < .Ol.

We also carried out again analyses of variance for dependent measurements with the
between subjects factor region (urban/rural) to compare the full sample of mothers of
adolescents and their adolescent children which consisted of 300 dyads (see Table 4).
With this larger sample the same effects were found as were seen in the smaller 3generation-sample. Mothers of adolescents valued emotional VOC more than their
children did, but there was no difference between urban and rural participants. With
respect to social-normative VOC, urban and rural mothers of adolescents scored
higher than their children. Additionally, rural participants valued social-normative
VOC higher than urban participants. As far as old-age security/continuity VOC is
concerned, mothers of adolescents in both regions scored higher than their adolescent
children and no regional differences were found. Again, no interaction effects between generation and region occurred for any of the VOC dimensions.
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Table 4: Value of Children in two
VOC
Emotional
Mothers
Adolescents
Social-normative
Mothers
Adolescents
Old-age/continuity
Mothers
Adolescents

Generation
20.05**

4.43
4.21

57.73**

3.86
3.43

I

4.42
3.99

Note. Repeated Measurement ANOVAS. N
*p< .05. +p< .10.

300 per generation, each cell n

=

150. **p < .01.

Comparison of VaC-dimensions between urban and rural mothers of adolescents
and mothers ofpreschool children. For the comparison of VOC-dimensions between
mothers of adolescents and mothers of preschool children, 2 (Cohort) x 2 (Region)
analyses of variance for independent samples were carried out. Results showed that
mothers of preschool children valued emotional vac higher than mothers of adolescents. No differences between mothers of preschool children and mothers of adolescents were found for social-normative VOC or old-age security/continuity VOC.
Table 5: Value of Children in two cohorts of mothers
i

VOC

Emotional
Mothers of adolescents
Mothers of pre-school
children
. Social-normative
Mothers of adolescents
Mothers of pre-school
children
Old-age/continuity
Mothers of adolescents

~:~~ ofpre-school

Urban

Rural

M

(SD)

M

4.43

(.41)

4.31

(.49)

4.57

(.43)

4.43

(.50)

3.86

(.76)

3.97

(.71)

4.42

(.57)

4.46

(.56)

3.99
!

I

(SD)

i

4.02

(.75) I
(.67)

4.51

(.45)

4.50

(.50)

!

Note. Two-way ANOVAS. Mothers of adolescents (N

(N = 300) (each cell n = 150). **p < .0 I.

Cohort
12.23**

ANOVAF

Region
11.02**

1.39

2.24

.12

2.41

CxR
.09

300) and mothers of pre-school children

Furthermore, one main effect of region was found. For urban participants emotional
vac was more important than for rural participants (see Table 5). No interaction effect between cohorts and region occurred, i.e. the cohort differences were the same
for rural and urban participants.

192

i

Comparison o/VOC-dimensions between male and/emale adolescents. Finally, adolescent boys and girls were compared on the VaC-dimensions using 2 (Gender) x 2
(Region) analyses of variance for independent samples. For emotional vac results
showed a significant main effect for gender as well as a gender by region interaction.
While girls in the urban sample valued emotional vac significantly more than boys,
boys and girls did not differ on emotional vac in the rural sample. For socialnormative vac, a main effect of region as well as an interaction between region and
gender was found. For boys in the rural sample social-normative vac was more important than for the urban boys, but no such differences were found for urban and rural girls. For old-age security/continuity vac a main effect for gender as well as an
interaction were found. While adolescent boys in the urban sample valued oldage/continuity vac less than their female counterparts, no such differences were
found between rural boys and girls (see Table 6).
Table 6: Value of Children of adolescent boys and girls
.VOC

M

Urban

(SD)

I

M

Rural

Emotional
Adolescent boys 4.06.
4. 2Oab
(.46)
Adolescent girls 4.31
4. 21 ab
I Social-normative
(.60)
: Adolescent boys 3.28.
3.62 b
Adolescent girls 3.54.1) (.67)
3.53 ab
• Old-age/continuity •
(.62)
4.05 00
Adolescent boys 3.79a
(.57)
. Adolescent girls . 4:ll b
4.1O~
Note. Two-way ANOVAS. Urban adolescent boys (N =

L

I

(SD)

(.50)
(.43)
(.64)
(.65)
(.52)
(.53)

Gender
5.76*

ANOVAF
GxR
Ref!ion
.17
4.42*

1.25

5.10*

5.43*

8.39**

3.50+

4.18*

59). rural adolescent boys (N 76), urban
adolescent girls (N = 91). and rural adolescent girls (N = 74). Means with the same subscript were
not significantly different at p < .05 in least-square mean tests given a significant interaction effect.
**p < .OJ. *p < .05. +p < .10.

Summary o/mean differences in VOc. Figures 4 and 5 summarize the means on vac
for all four generational samples, separately for the urban and the rural sample, and
separately for male and female adolescents. The means of mothers of adolescents and
adolescents are based on the 2-generation sample.
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Figure 4: Value of Children in the urban samples
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Note. Values for mothers of adolescents and for adolescents come from the respective full sample of
N = 300 mothers and n 300 adolescents, not from the reduced samples used in the 3-generation

analysis.

Figure 5: Value of Children in the rural samples
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Note. Values for mothers of adolescents and for adolescents come from the respective full sample of
N 300 mothers and N = 300 adolescents, not from the reduced samples used in the 3-generation
analysis.
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4.2.3 Comparisons between rural and urban mothers of adolescents on ideal
family size and parenting goals
To have a closer look at the interrelations of VOC with fertility and parenting goals,
we concentrated on the sample of mothers of adolescents for further analyses. These
analyses were carried out separately for urban and rural participants.
In determining the mean differences between urban and rural participants' VOC
scores, we found a mean difference for the parenting goal of the child to become
popular (see Table 7). A child being popular was more highly valued in the rural
sample than in the urban one. No differences between rural and urban participants
were found, however, for the other parenting goals, mothers' ideal number of children or what participants described as small and large families. Ideal number of children was on average considered to be 2.7 children, a small family was considered to
have around 2.2 children, a large family to have 5.6 children.
Table 7: Ideal family size and parenting goals of mothers of adolescents

- _......

·VOC
I Ideal number-;;i children
• Small family: number of
children
Large family: number of
children
Obedience
Independence
I Being popular
Achievement
A good person

Urban mothers of
adolescents

Rural mothers of
adolescents

t

df

(.97)

.16

297

2.11

(.55)

1.73

297

(2.16)

5.58

( 1.97)

.01

297

(.58)
(.53)
(1.05)
(.56)
(4 4)

4.73
4.51
3.85
4.58
4.76

(.54)
(.60)
(.96)
(.61)
(.43)

-1.33
1.53
-3.15**
.79
.00

296
298
295
298
298

M
2.69

(.73)

M
2.68

2.23

(.57)

5.59
4.64
4.61
3.49
4.63
4.76

(SD)

(SD)

Note. t-tests for independent samples. Urban mothers of adolescents (N
adolescents (N = 150). Hp < .01.

150) and rural mothers of

4.2.4 Relations between VOC and ideal size of family
We hoped to predict the ideal size of the family as reported by mothers of adolescents
in terms of ideal number of children. These analyses were carried out separately for
urban and rural mothers and we controlled for important demographic variables (respondents' age, number of children, years of schooling, and perceived socioeconomic
status). It was, however, not possible to predict the ideal number of children by the
different value of children dimensions. However, in both the urban and the rural sample, the actual number of children was most predictive for the ideal number of children mothers reported (see Table 8).
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Table 8: Value of Children and demographic variables predicting ideal family size and parenting goals

4.2.5 Relations between VOC and parenting goals of urban and rural mothers of
adolescents
Hierarchical regressions were computed to examine whether mothers' value of children predicted their parenting goals. These analyses were carried out again separately
for the samples of urban and of rural mothers of adolescents. In the first step, important demographic variables were controlled for (respondents' age, number of children, years of schooling, and perceived socioeconomic status). Especially social class
plays an important role in Indonesian society; e.g., Danziger (1960a, 1960b) reported
different expectations of independence of children and parental demands of Indonesian mothers depending on their social class. In the second step, the three vac dimensions of mothers were introduced. As our focus here is on the importance of
vac for variables related to the parent-child-relationship, significant effects of
demographic variables will not be discussed separately in the following.
For the goal of obedience we found that the higher the old-age securitylcontinuity
vac of mothers in the rural sample, the more important obedience was to them. Regarding the goal of independence, the higher old-age security/continuity vac in the
urban sample, the higher was the goal of independence. With respect to the goal for
children to become popular, the higher old-age security/continuity vac in the urban
sample, the more mothers endorsed this goal, while the higher the social-normative
vac in the rural sample, the more mothers wanted their children to become popular.
As for the goal of academic achievement, there was a tendency of a positive influence
of emotional vac in both the urban and in the rural sample. With regard to the goal
to be a good person, the higher the emotional vac, the higher was this goal for urban
mothers. The old-age security/continuity vac had a positive effect on the goal of
becoming a good person for rural mothers (see Table 8).
After the separate analyses for urban and rural mothers, regression analyses were carried out for the combined sample of urban and rural mothers to test whether the relations between vac and parenting goals found in the rural and the urban sample differed significantly. These regression analyses included as predictors the demographic
variables, the three vac scales as well as the variable region (urban/rural) and the
interaction terms of each vac scale with the variable region (urban/rural). A significant interaction between region and social-normative vac was found for the prediction of the goal for the child becoming popular (~ = .24,
P < .05), indicating that
social-normative vac was significantly more influential for rural mothers than for
urban mothers with respect to the goal ofthe child becoming popular.

4.3 Discussion
In this chapter, select basic questions and analyses of the current
been reported with regard to the Indonesian sample.

vac

project have

VOC-dimensions. The first aim of the analyses was to find a clear structure of value
of children. This was the basis for the further analyses of the current report. A three
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factor structure was favored representing emotional, old-age security/continuity and
social-normative VOc. This factor structure is comparable to the dimensions found
in the original VOC study of the I 970s (Arnold et al., 1975) where mainly emotional,
economic and social values of children had been identified. The factor solution makes
sense theoretically as well in that it divides into emotional and traditional values of
children. Reliabilities for the scales which were built on the basis of this factor solution were not always satisfYing for the four generational samples. This was tolerated,
because the aim was to find an overall structure and to compare generations and regions with regard to VOC dimensions. Thus, comparable scales had to be constructed
in all four generational samples.

Intergenerational, regional and gender dijJerences. As far as the comparison of VOC
among the generations and regions is concerned, we tested three hypotheses. The first
hypothesis was that intergenerational differences would occur with the older generations holding more traditional values of children and the younger ones more modem
values. The differences among the generations found for the traditional VOCdimensions in this study were in line with our expectations. In the three-generation
sample, all three generations differed from each other on the two traditional VOC
dimensions (social-normative and old-age security/continuity). Grandmothers were
highest on these two VOC dimensions, mothers were in the middle and adolescents
were lowest. This pattern may demonstrate a decline in importance of traditional values of children in recent decades and generations. However, as this is a crosssectional study, we can not determine if intergenerational differences are due to social
change or are related to age-specific needs. Whereas grandmothers and mothers valued the emotional VOC equally, adolescents scored lower on this value than their
mothers. Thus, adolescents were lowest on all three VOC dimensions. This may be
an effect of different stages in life; it points to the fact that for adolescents having
children may be a less salient and less concrete issue than for their mothers and
grandmothers, because this is only an issue for their future.
The two samples of mothers from different cohorts (mothers of adolescents and
mothers of preschool children) had similar value orientations, except for the fact that
mothers of preschool children valued emotional VOC higher than mothers of adolescents. This might be explained by different phases in the family process. For mothers
with very young children the emotional aspects in the mother-child relation may be
especially strong. However, this could also be a cohort effect as there is an age difference between mothers from the two samples of about 14 years.
Our second hypothesis was that rural participants would hold more traditional and
less emotional values of children than urban participants. The differences found between rural and urban participants partly confirmed our expectations: Participants
from the rural sample valued the social-normative VOC higher than participants from
the urban sample. In the comparisons between mothers of different age cohorts
(mothers of adolescents and of preschool children), urban participants also valued
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emotional vac higher than rural participants. However, urban and rural participants
held similar old-age security/continuity values of children.

aur third hypothesis was that the intergenerational difference of value of children
dimensions would be larger in the urban than in the rural sample. However, our resuits did not confirm our expectations. No interactions were found between generations and regions, meaning that differences between generations were the same in
both regions.
A look at the ranking of mean value preferences within each generation might help to
understand the results just reported. It seems, although not tested here statistically,
that for all generations and independently of urban and rural context, socialnormative values of children were least important, except for rural grandmothers who
valued emotional and social-normative values as almost equally important but less
important than old-age security/continuity vac.
To summarize, means on old-age security/continuity and emotional vac competed
for the first place in ranking over generations and contexts. The most important value
of children for grandmothers in both areas was the old-age security/continuity Vac.
Urban and rural adolescents, however, preferred emotional values over old-age security/continuity Vac. While urban mothers of adolescents valued emotional and oldage securitylcontinuity vac equally, preschool children's mothers in the urban context preferred emotional over old-age security/continuity values-of-children. In the
rural context, mothers of both cohorts preferred old-age security/continuity vac over
emotional vac. The results indicate a shift from more traditional reasons for having
children in the older generations and in the rural sample to more emotional reasons in
the younger generations and in the urban sample. However, in contrast to the socialnormative vac which is of least importance in all samples, the old-age security/continuity vac is still highly important in both the rural and urban samples and
across all generations.
The inspection of value rankings underlines the importance of looking not only at
intergenerational mean differences, but also at differences in value preferences within
each generation. Apart from intergenerationai and regional differences, we tested
gender differences between male and female adolescents. Gender differences were
found for the emotional and the old-age security/continuity vac. However, interestingly these differences occurred only in the urban sample where boys valued both
dimensions less than girls did. In the rural sample, girls and boys did not differ in
their evaluations of vac dimensions. Rural boys also had a higher social-normative
vac than urban boys. ane reason may be that adolescent boys in urban contexts may
have more stimuli outside the family which reduces their interest in family affairs like
having children and the emotional value of children, while rural boys may be more
involved in family life. The lower importance of old-age security/continuity for boys
in the urban sample might be due to their greater alternatives for old-age security. Not
working in agriculture, urban males are less dependent on their children to carry on
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the family enterprise compared to people in rural contexts. However, since girls still
have fewer opportunities to become independent, they may rely more on their offspring for old-age security. In Indonesia, the relationship of women to their family (to
parents and especially to sisters) is very strong (Geertz, 1974; Schwarz, Chakkarath,
& Trommsdorff, 2002). Thus, women as "kin keepers" give also more importance to
continuity of the family. The gender differences in the urban sample may also be a
consequence of social change which affects urban boys more than rural boys, and
boys more than girls overall. However, both boys and girls in urban and rural contexts did not differ in the ranking of means; they valued highest emotional and least
high social-normative VOc.
Comparisons on ideal family size and parenting goals. Interestingly, urban and rural
mothers did not differ in their ideas about ideal, small and large family size and in
their parenting goals, except for the goal of children being popular which was more
important in the rural context; however, to become popular had the least importance
in both the rural and the urban sample.
Value of children and fertility. A main goal of the original value of children study of
the 1970s was to analyze the relations between cultural context, value of children and
fertility. Contrary to our expectations it was not possible to predict the ideal number
of children reported by mothers of adolescents by the different value of children dimensions, neither in the urban nor in the rural sample.
Value of children and parenting goals. To have a better insight into the structure of
value of children and intergenerational relations the relation between child-related
values and parenting goals was studied. This was done separately for urban and rural
mothers of adolescents to account for possible differences in the relations between
value of children and parenting goals in the urban and rural regions. The results indicate that the reasons why people want to have children have some impact on their
parenting goals.
The higher the old-age security/continuity VOC, the higher was the goal of obedience
in the rural sample, whereas in the urban sample the higher the old-age securityIcontinuity VOC, the higher was the goal of independence. We tested if the patterns of relations between obedience, independence and VOC in the rural sample are
statistically different from the patterns in the rural sample, but they did not differ significantly. However, the result that the old-age security/continuity value of children is
positively related to obedience as well as to independence is quite interesting. This
result seems contradictory initially, but can be explained by the fact that both parenting goals are important to fulfill the need of old-age security and continuity of the
family. Obedience is important, because an adult child has to help the family in old
age (e.g., carry on the family enterprise in agriculture in the rural area); in contrast,
independence is important for future success in life (especially in the urban area). Independence does not necessarily mean to cut relations with parents. It can also mean
to be able to lead a life on one's own which may also be the precondition to help
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one's parents in old age. The differential meanings of control and of independence in
different cultural contexts have been stated in several studies (cf. Kagitcibasi, 1996;
Schwarz, Schafermeier, & Trommsdorff, 2005; Trommsdorff, 1995).
As far as the goals to become popular, to be good in school and to become a good
person are concerned, we had no clear expectations. The results indicate that the
higher the old-age security/continuity value of children in the urban sample and the
higher the social-normative VOC in the rural sample, the more being popular was
valued as a parenting goal. The relation between social-normative VOC and the goal
of becoming popular was even significantly stronger in the rural than in the urban
sample. This result might be explained by the belief of Indonesian people that to raise
children to become respected members of society is a normative life task and part of
the order of life (Mulder, 1992). This belief may be stronger in rural, more traditional
parts of Indonesia than in urban areas of Indonesia, leading relation between socialnormative VOC and the goal for the children to become popular to be found only in
the rural sample. However, to become popular had the lowest mean values among
parenting goals in both the rural and the urban mothers of adolescents sample.
Additionally, urban mothers value their children being a good person if their emotional VOC is high, while this goal is related to high old-age security/continuity VOC
among rural mothers. However, these patterns found in the urban and rural sample
did not differ significantly from each other. Thus, children may serve several functions for urban and rural parents. Urban mothers in particular want children to be a
good person for emotional reasons which is in line with their need for harmony as an
important aspect in parent-child-relations (Danziger, I 960a, I 960b; Trommsdorff,
200 I) and rural mothers in particular value their child being a good person for reasons of old-age security and continuity of the family.
4.4 Conclusions

In the present study, we had four main goals. First, we wanted to find a culturally
adequate structure of the value of children items which should enable us to carry out
further analyses. This goal was attained by finding three main value of children dimensions fitting the four generational samples. This structure meets theoretical expectations and resembles findings of the earlier VOC study resulting in an emotional,
social-normative and old-age security/continuity factor. In future analyses, it will be
possible to find solutions with better reliabilities for each generational sample by including the full number of items asked in the respective sample.
Our second goal was to examine similarities and differences of VOC dimensions between the generations/cohorts and regions (urban/rural). The results roughly confirmed our expectations of a change in importance from more traditional values to
more emotional values of children over the generations and between rural and urban
samples with a still high importance of old-age security/continuity VOc. Also the
importance of analyses of mean value preferences within each generation has been
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underlined. Gender differences found in the urban sample may indicate a stronger
impact of social change on male than on female adolescents.
Our third goal was to predict fertility in terms of the ideal number of children as reported by the mothers of adolescents. However, it was not possible to predict the
ideal number of children by the different value of children dimensions. Rather, the
actual number of children mothers already had influenced their ideal number of children.
Our last goal was to analyze patterns of relationships between value of children and
several parenting related variables. A main result of the comparison between urban
and rural patterns is that the separate analysis has been fruitful and important, because different patterns have been found for some variables for urban and rural participants. Thus, different strategies may be used to fulflll similar needs and goals in
different contexts. Furthermore, values of children have an important impact on
mothers' parenting goals.
These findings will be anaIyzed in more detail and including cross-cultural comparisons. A next step will also be to analyze the relations between values of children, parenting goals and actual parenting behavior (as reported by mothers and adolescents).
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