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Introduction

A major goal of parenting is to socialize, i.e., to support the child in successfully
adapting to the conditions of its society and culture, in order for the child to become
a functioning member of the society (LeVine, 1977; Trommsdorff & Komadt,
2003). Parenting is influenced by the cultural norms and values, which are partly
reflected in the child-rearing goals of the parents and their views of the development
of their children. In the following chapter, two cross-cultural studies on the relations
between cultural values, parental beliefs, and parenting are presented, focusing on a
comparison between South Korean and German mothers.
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First, we discuss the concept of child-rearing goals within the theoretical framework of the developmental niche, the concept of individualism and collectivism, and
the interplay of cultural values and norms, child-rearing goals and parenting behavior. Next, several relevant sociocultural conditions of the two selected cultures, the
Republic of Korea and Germany, are presented. Based on this review of research we
develop our hypotheses. Two studies from the research group of Gisela Trommsdorff were used to test the hypotheses. At the end, the results are discussed in light
of the theoretical background and the culture specificities.

ChildwRearing Goals as Part ofthe Developmental Niche
Parents build up expectations for the development of their child as well as ideas and
beliefs about appropriate parenting behavior instrumental to achieve the desired
developmental outcomes. These expectations, ideas, and beliefs constitute subjective
theories ofparenting and child development, which play an important role in guiding
their behavior (Goodnow, 1984; Kornadt & Trommsdorff, 1990). Child-rearing
goals are part of these subjective theories. The child-rearing goals define preferences
which characteristics the child should acquire (Goodnow & Coli ins, 1990). Parental
goals vary among cultures (Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). The subjective theory
of parenting is constructed in the process of interactions with the sociocultural environment, and therefore it is influenced by norms and values of the respective culture,
other persons, social groups and social institutions, including the media (Friedlmeier, 1995; Friedlmeier, Trommsdorff, Vasconcellos & Schafermeier, 2004;
Goodnow, 1988; Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, 2004).
The concept of the developmental niche (Super & Harkness, 1997) helps to understand the interrelation between norms, values, parental theories, and child-rearing
goals. The developmental niche consists of three interdependent subsystems: First,
the physical and social environment (e.g., climate, people in the setting); second, the
culturally regulatcd customs of child care and child rearing (e.g., time of weaning),
and third, the caretaker's psychology (e.g., affective orientation of the caregiver).
This latter component includes values and attitudes as well as the child-rearing
goals. These goals as part of the caretaker's psychology are influenced by the physical and social environment, as well as the cultural customs. The entire developmental niche is embedded in the larger sociocultural context and mediates the cultural
influences onto the child. Thus, in order to understand child-rearing goals and parenting within a cultural context, one has to take into account relevant cultural characteristics. One of these characteristics can be seen in the dominant cultural values
such as individualism/collectivism.
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Individualism/Collectivism
Hofstede's seminal work (Hofstede, 1980,2001) has suggested four dimensions to
classify cultures: Power distance, uncertainty avoidance, masculinity/femininity, and
individualism/collectivism. The most prominent dimension, which has been widely
used in cross-cultural studies, is the dimension of individualism/collectivism. Individualistic cultures (unlike collectivistic cultures) are characterized by their emphasis on individual autonomy (instead of group unity and hannony), pursuit of personal goals (instead of subordination to the group's goals), uniqueness and independence (instead of confonnity and interdependence), equity and competition (over
equality and cooperation), and a nuclear family system (instead of extended families).
According to Hofstede's study on 50 countries in the 1970s (Hofstede, 1980),
Anglo-American countries (USA, Australia, Great Britain, Canada) ranked highest
in individualism, followed by the Western and Northern European countries (e.g.,
West Germany); lowest in individualism were countries from South America and
Asia (e.g., Guatemala, Ecuador, Indonesia, Pakistan, Republic of Korea). The first
publication of Hofstede's work has stimulated an enonnously rich initiative of research, including criticism of the concept. For example, it has been noted that individualism/collectivism is not a unidimensional but a bidimensional construct
(Triandis, 1995), i.e., individualistic and collectivistic values can prevail simultaneously within one culture.
Although individualism-collectivism has proved to be a useful dimension for cultural comparisons, it may disregard cultural complexity, as cultures usually are
heterogeneous (e.g., Killen & Wainryb, 2000; Oysennan, Coon, & Kemmelmeier,
2002). Also, cultural values refer to abstract notions of general cultural beliefs;
therefore, individual value orientations have to be differentiated conceptually from
cultural values. Therefore, individualistic and collectivistic orientations have to be
assessed on the individual level. Accordingly, Triandis (1995) introduced the concept of idiocentrism vs. allocentrism (in correspondence to the concepts of individualism vs. collectivism on the general cultural level).

Relations between Individualism and Child-Rearing Goals and Parenting
A large body of research has shown that individualistic and collectivistic cultures
differ in their child-rearing goals and parenting behavior (Greenfield, 1994; Triandis, 1995, Trommsdorff, 1999, Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003) because collectivistic cultures emphasize integration into the social group and their hierarchy, while
in individualistic cultures a person should be rather self-responsible and pursue
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his/her own goals. Kornadt and Trommsdorff (1990) reported that for Japanese
mothers, who serve as an example of parents from a collectivistic culture, childrearing goals such as cooperation, indulgence, thoughtfulness, and empathy were
more important than for German mothers, who belong to a more individualistic
culture. Chinese-American mothers, as representatives of a collectivistic culture,
reported on goals such as obedience, respect of the child and sustaining a good relationship with the child, while European-American mothers emphasized the selfmaximization of the child and stated their intention of facilitating the child's exploration (Chao, 1995). Some studies found that child-rearing goals such as good manners and politeness are more important in collectivistic cultures (Harwood, Scholmerich, Ventura-Cook, Schulze & Wilson, 1996; Rosenthal & Bornholt, 1988),
while a very recent study showed that these results vary with the methodology
(Wang & Tamis-LeMonda, 2003). Another topic for child-rearing goals is school
achievement or achievement-related competences, e.g., Vietnamese-Australian
mothers rated intelligence as more important for their children than AngloAustralian mothers (Rosenthal & Gold, 1989).
Taken together, these empirical findings support our expectation that in individualistic cultures individual-oriented child-rearing goals (e.g., "is independent and
self-reliant," "self-realization") are emphasized, while in collectivistic cultures
group-oriented child-rearing goals (e.g., "mind his/her parents," "cooperation") and
proper demean or (e.g., "be a good person") are of greater importance. In addition,
achievement- or task-oriented goals (e.g., "ability to concentrate," "to do well in
school") seem to be another dimension of child-rearing goals, which cannot simply
be assigned to individualism or collectivism. Nevertheless, the findings suggest that
Asian parents emphasize achievement as a child-rearing goal to a greater extent than
parents from western cultures.
With respect to parenting, Maccoby and Martin (1983) suggested controlldemandingness and acceptance/responsiveness as two comprehensive dimensions for parenting behavior. In East Asian cultures, the parent-child relation is described as warm and supportive (Chao, 2001; Stevenson & Zusho, 2002), the parenting as more controlling and authoritarian (Chao, 2001; Dornbusch, Ritter, Leiderman, Roberts, & Fraleigh, 1987). Beyond this cross-cultural mean difference, differences with respect to the relation of both parenting dimensions are striking. Contrary
to western cultures like the USA or Germany, in East-Asian cultures parental control
and warmth are positively related (Rohner & Pettengill, 1985; Trommsdorff, 1985;
Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, 1993).
Nevertheless, a number of studies about cultural differences in child rearing has
criticized that conceptualizing cultures on a general level as individualistic or collectivistic can be misleading. Harkness, Super and van Tjen (2000) pointed to the problem of classifying cultures only on a general level of individualism and collectivism
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while neglecting the individual representations of the cultural norms and values.
Comparing parents from two "individualistic" cultures, the USA and the Netherlands, these authors demonstrated substantial differences in the parents' childrearing theories, e.g., in the understanding of independence and dependence.
Therefore, individual representations of values should be considered when comparing cultures, which have been classified as individualistic or collectivistic, in
order to take into account intracultural differences in values and child-rearing theo. ries. Another problem is that the concepts of "subjective theories," "parental beliefs
and goals," "individual representations," etc. are not well elaborated in the literature.
Careful theoretical analyses of these concepts and their relations are needed. Furthermore, one should explain individual differences on the basis of theoretical assumptions. One assumption is that certain general value orientations predict specific
parental goals on the individual level (Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, in press;
Trommsdorff, Mayer, & Albert, 2004).
Effects of self-concept as well as perception and evaluation of cultural norms on
preferences for certain child-rearing goals were studied with Brazilian and German
mothers and kindergarten teachers (Friedlmeier, Schlifermeier, Trommsdorff, &
Vasconcellos, 2004). While the self-concept of the caregivers had no relation, their
perception of cultural norms was significantly related to their preference of certain
child-rearing goals. Interestingly, the caregivers oriented their child-rearing goals
more into the direction of the perceived cultural norms than of their personal evaluation of these norms.
Based on this literature, the aim of our study was to compare child-rearing goals
and parenting of mothers from a more collectivistic culture (Korea) and a more
individualistic culture (Germany). Furthermore, we were interested in the associations between the individualistic and collectivistic values held by the mothers and
their child-rearing goals and parenting behavior.

Relations between Child-Rearing Goals and Parenting
Goals include certain expectations and wishes as to how the child should develop.
Such goals may motivate the parents to behave in certain ways, which facilitate the
development of these characteristics in the child. The normative function of childrearing goals for generating certain parenting behaviors has been described e.g., by
Goodnow and Collins (1990). Thus, parenting behavior is a means to achieve childrearing goals.
While several studies have theoretically discussed the possible function of childrearing theories for parenting behavior, only a few studies have empirically tested
this question. The lack of empirical studies may be related to the complexity of the
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topic as well as to methodological difficulties in providing measures for different
levels of parenting (beliefs, goals, behavior). When empirical work was carried out,
generally only weak relations were found between child-rearing goals and behavior.
These weak relations might be due to the fact that interplay of several factors is
involved in the process ofparenting. The capturing of this interplay is often difficult
to elicit in empirical work (for discussion see Sigel, 1992).
The previous section has shown that parents from different cultures differ in their
child-rearing goals and parenting behavior. This study focuses on the question,
whether the relation between certain child-rearing goals and parenting behaviors
also differs between cultures. This research question is based on two arguments.
First, as described before, the meaning of parenting behavior (here: control) depends
on the cultural context and differs in western and eastern cultures. In contexts where
controlling parenting has a positive meaning, it is assumed that other child-rearing
goals will be achieved through this parenting behavior, than those arising in contexts
where control has a negative meaning. Thus, different directions of the relations
between child-rearing goals and parenting behavior in the Korean and German samples are expected.
Second, cross-cultural studies have shown that parents differ in the way they personally feel responsible for or powerful enough to influence the development of
their child. In some cultures, parents rather designate a greater role to metaphysical
conditions or fate (e.g., karma) (Chakkarath, in press, in this volume), in other cultures they believe in internal natural processes of development (Trommsdorff &
Friedlmeier, 2003). Thus, the strength of the relation between child-rearing goals
and parenting behavior can be different in the Korean and German samples.

Values, Child-Rearing Goals, and Parenting iD Korea and Germany
According to Hofstede (1980), the value orientations in these two cultures differed:
The Republic of Korea had lower scores in individualism (rank: 43, index value: 18)
as compared to (West) Germany (rank: 15, index value: 67). In spite of considerable
social and economic changes in the Republic of Korea and in Germany since the
1970s (Gwartney, Lawson, & Block, 1996, see also Schwarz, Chakkarath, &
Trommsdorff, 2002), a more recent study (with pilots as respondents) reports similar
results for Koreans and Germans as in the Hofstede study (Merritt, 2000). Studies
using other instruments to measure individualism and collectivism also confirmed
the classification of Germany as an individualistic culture (Fernandez, Carlson,
Stepine, & Nicholson, 1997; Triandis, Chen, & Chan, 1998) and of Korea as a collectivistic culture (Kim & Choi, 1994).
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However, other studies suggested a more differentiated view on the effects of social change within the Korean culture. Urban and well-educated Koreans were lower
in collectivism than rural and low educated Koreans (Cha, 1994). In particular,
young, well-educated, female Koreans were less likely to agree with traditional
values (Hyun, 2001). Nevertheless, Cha (1994) concluded, that even young Koreans
are still comparatively collectivistic.
The child-rearing goals of parents also differ between the two cultures. In the
original Value-of-Children Study (Arnold et al., 1975) parents were asked to choose
their most important child-rearing goal out of five. The largest proportion of South
Korean parents chose the goal "to be independent and self-reliant," while only a
minority chose "to mind the parents." This was true for men and women
(Kagityibasi, 1984), for rural and urban women, and across almost all occupational
levels, except for farmers (Hoffinan, 1988).
This is a surprising result because in a culture influenced by Confucianism like
Korea, obeying and respecting the older generation is a very important value as
emphasized even in recent publications (e.g., Kim & Choi, 1994). One possible
explanation is that the interviewed parents were a highly selected group: representing young parents with young children (Lee & Kim, 1979). Particularly, in the first
years of a child's life, one of Korean parents' norms for their behavior describes the
virtue of patience (''In-nae''), meaning that they do not enforce obedience (Kim,
2003). However, in samples of mothers with older children (as investigated in the
new Value-of-Children Study) obedience is presumably a more important childrearing goal in Korea than in Germany.
This is supported by a recent survey by Inglehart, Basanez, and Moreno (1998),
where independence as a child-rearing goal was more important in Germany than in
Korea, and respect for parents was more important in Korea than in Germany (94%
very important in Korea, 76% in East Germany. and 63% in West Germany). Korean mothers and grandmothers expected independent behavior of their (grand)children at a later age than German mothers and grandmothers (Schwarz et ai,
2002). This can be taken as further evidence, that independence is less valued in
Korea than in Germany.
Another study showed that Korean mothers of school-aged children most
strongly expected intellectual ability and emotional competence, and least physical
and artistic abilities (e.g., Park, 2003). In this study, also relations between parents'
expectations and their parenting behavior were reported. The more the parents valued intellectual and emotional competence, the more likely they showed warmth and
. acceptance towards their children.
With respect to parenting behavior, no Korea-Germany comparisons have been
done, as far as we know. Hoppe-Graff, Kim, Latzko and Lee (2003) investigated the
adolescent-parent relationship and reported that the Korean adolescents- experienced
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more emotional strain in the relationship but also more mutual appreciation than the
German adolescents. Based on results from other studies with East Asian samples,
we expect that Korean mothers do not differ from German mothers with respect to
maternal acceptance and warmth, but that they are more controlling. Following
Rohner and colleagues (Khaleque & Rohner, 2002) who emphasized that acceptance
is universally positively correlated with personality development of children; we
extend the argument to the relation between child-rearing goals and parenting. We
do not expect different patterns of relations between child-rearing goals and acceptance for the Korean and German mothers.
However, the control dimension of parenting has a different meaning for Koreans as compared to western parents and children. For Korean adolescents, parental
acceptanee and control were positively (and not negatively) related (Rohner & Pettengill, 1985). This result complements other findings that the influence of control
and authoritarian parenting on children's development differs with culture. Among
Asian Americans, authoritarian as compared to authoritativeness parenting inhibited
school performance less than for Anglo-Americans (Chao, 2001; Dornbusch et al.,
1987; Steinberg, Lambom, Darling, Mounts, & Dombusch, 1994). Although, these
studies did not investigate eulture-specific patterns of relations between childrearing goals and parenting, we expect that achievement-oriented goals are positively related to parental control in the Korean but negatively related in the German
sample. In the following, the hypotheses and questions underlying our empirical
studies are summarized.

Hypotheses
It was expected, that Korean mothers are less individualistic and more col1ectivistic
in their value orientation as compared to German mothers. We also assumed that
Korean mothers favor group-oriented and achievement- or task-oriented childrearing goals as well as proper demeanor more, and individual-oriented goals less
than the German mothers. Moreover, we hypothesized that the Korean and German
mothers do not differ in acceptance of their child but the Korean mothers' parenting
is more controlling and strict than the German mothers'.
We also expected that mothers' individualistic orientation is positively related
with individual-oriented child-rearing goals, and collectivistic orientation is positively related with group-oriented child-rearing goals, while no specific relations are
expected between values and achievement-oriented goals. We further investigated a
mediator effect: Can the cultural differences in chil~-rearing goals be explained by
the cultural differences in values? Since it is an open question whether values and
child-rearing goals are related in culture-specific ways, we also analyzed the mod-

211

erator function of culture for the relation between val ues and chi Id-rearing goals, but
this question was investigated explorative.
Furthcrmore, we expectcd that all child-rearing goals be positively related with
parental acceptance, independent of culturc. The group-oriented as well as the
achievement-oriented goals are expected not only to be related to parental control
but also to show culture-specific patterns. More specifically, we expect that particularly the achievement-oriented goals are positively related with control and strictness
for Korean mothers and negatively related for German mothers. Thus, with respect
to the relation between child-rearing goals and parenting behavior, we focus on the
moderator role of culture.

Two Studies 00 the Importance of Values, Child-Rearing Goals, and Parenting
Questions of cultural values, child-rearing goals, and parenting have been dealt with
in two larger cross-cultural studies at the University of Konstanz, each starting from
different methodological approaches. Both studies investigated mothers with children of different age groups, thus covering different phases of family development
The Value-of-Children-and-Intergenerational-Relationship Study was conducted
as a replication and extension of the original Value-of-Children Study (Arnold et al.,
1975). Samples from the following cultures are included: People's Republic of
China, Germany, Indonesia, Israel, Republic of Korea, and Turkey (total N = 6000).
The Child-Rearing-Theory Study was part of an interdisciplinary research centre.
Brazilian, South Korean, and German mothers and children as well as kindergarten
teachers were interviewed (N 400).
Here, the data of the Korean and German mothers was selected for further analyses. Therefore, we will primarily focus on data from the Value-of-Children-andIntergenerational-Relationship Study [VOC study] for testing the hypotheses due to
the larger sample size. Results from the Child-Rearing-Theory Study [CRT study],
will be used to complement the results of the VOC study.

The Value-of-Childreo-and-IntergenerationaJ-Relatiooship Study
Partic ipants

On the basis of a standardized questionnaire n = 398 Korean and n = 313 German
mothers with an adolescent as the target child were interviewed. Table 1 summarizes
some characteristics of the two samples and the differences in these characteristics
between the Korean and German mothers. Compared to the German mothers, the
Korean mothers were significantly younger, less engaged in paid employment, and
had a smalIer number of children. The mean age of the target children in the Korean
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sample was significantly higher than in the German sample and more girls participated in Korea as compared to Germany. With respect to the religions and beliefs
the mothers held, in the Korean sample 24% held no religion at all, 31 % were Protestants, 23% Buddhists, and 16% Catholics. In the German sample 33% held no
religion, 33% were Catholics, and 29% were Protestants.
Table I
Characteristics of the Mothers From the Republic of Korea and Germany in the VOC Study
Korea
(n=311)
Mother's age: M (SD)
Employed mothers: Percent
Number of children: M (SD)
Age of target child: M (SD)
Daughters: Percent

Germany
(n 348)

42.29 (3.16)

44.04 (4.90)

61.00
2.15(.65)

79.00
2.29 (.91)

16.64 (1.50)
63.00

16.17 (1.03)
55.00

Note. All comparisons between the Korean and German samples were significant at least at p
< .05.

Measures
In order to assess the individualisticlcollectivistic value orientation, a short version
of the Schwartz instrument (Schwartz & Bilsky, 1990), developed as part of the
Colindex (Ch an, 1994), was used. Seven items referring to Individualism and six
items referring to Collectivism were rated by the mothers on a five-point Likert-type
scale. Separate scales for individualism and collectivism were constructed in the
vac study. Cronbach's os in the Korean sample were .73 for Individualism and .79
for Collectivism, the respective internal consistencies in the German sample were a
= .6& and a~ .74.
Child-rearing goals were assessed with an instrument from the original Valueof-Children Study (Hoffrnan, 19&&). Instead of selecting one of the child-rearing
goals, as the most preferred one, the participants in the new vac study had to rate
the importance of each of the five items on a five-point Likert-type scale. Since the
four items referred to heterogeneous goals they were used as single-item indicators.
The goal "minds hislher parents" can be assigned to group-oriented goals, the goal
"is independent and self-reliant" to individual-oriented goals, and "does well in
school" to achievement-oriented goals. The child-rearing goal "is a good person"
can be labeled as "proper demeanor" (Harwood, 1992).
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Parenting behavior was assessed by the Parental Acceptance-Rejection Questionnaire and the Control-Supplement, both of which have often been used in crosscultural studies (e.g., Rohner, Rohner, & Roll, 1980; Rohner & Cournoyer, 1994).
Mothers answered the 14 questions concerning acceptance and control on a fourpoint Likert-type scale. Based on the factor and item analyses of a short version of
the Acceptance scale (Sherman & Donovan, 1991), the scale used in the VOC study
was shortened further, now comprising 10 items. The original Control scale was also
reduced to restrict the length of the multi-thematic questionnaire. The internal consistency of Acceptance was satisfying (Korea: a = .83, Germany: a = .61). The Control scale for the German mothers comprised four items with a Cronbach's 0: .56.
In the Korean sample the best solution was a three-item scale with an er "" .57. We
decided to use the control scale despite the low internal consistency because of the
importance of this parenting dimension (Maccoby & Martin, 1983). Though the
structure of the indicators in Germany and Korea were not totally equal, the overlap
of 75% seemed to be large enough to suppose construct equivalence, which, moreover, does not necessarily need equal operationalization (Trommsdorff, 2003; van de
Vijver & Leung, 1997).

The Child-Rearing-Theory Study
Participants
In this study, n = 43 German and n = 52 Korean mothers with one of their children
participated in the study. The target children of the interviewed mothers were approximately five years old. Table 2 summarizes some characteristics of the two
samples.
Table 2
Characteristics of the Mothers from the Republic of Korea and Germany in the CRT Study
Korea
(n = 50)
Mother'S age": M (SD)
Employed mothers·: Percent

33.73 (2.92)
58.00

Number of children: M (SD)
Age of target childa : M (SD)
Daughters: Percent

1.05 (0.57)
76.38 (4.47)
42.31

Germany
(n = 50)
36.16 (4.56)
27.00
0.93 (0.73)
68.77 (9.17)
41.86

Note. a The comparison between the Korean and Gennan samples was significant at least at p
< .01.
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Compared to the German mothers, the Korean mothers were younger and fewer of
them were engaged in a paid employment. The mean age of the Korean target children was significantly higher than the mean age of the German target children. The
German and Korean sample did neither differ in the number of girls and boys in
each sample, the total number of children of the mother nor in the percentage of
mothers with a university degree.
Measures
The instrument used to measure allocentrism was the Colindex, which is a synthesis
of a number of well-known instruments (Chan, 1994). It consists of three parts:
First, 13 attitude items similar to Triandis' attitude items (Triandis, Leung, Villareal,
& Clark. 1985); second, 13 of Schwartz's value items (Schwartz & Bilsky, 1990)
(this part was also used in the vac study); third, the social content of the self in an
adaptation of the Kuhn and McPartland method (1954). As the internal consistency
of the attitude items was unsatisfactory these items were not considered in the further analyses. To form the so-called Col index the value items and the self-content
were summed up. The Colindex stands for the degree of allocentrism of each individual. The score ranged from 3 ("Iow allocentrism") to 9 ("high allocentrism").
In order to measure the preference of child-rearing goals, mothers were asked to
rank 12 child-rearing goals. These goals were selected on the basis of results in
former studies on child-rearing goals; accordingly they represent highly important
parental goals for various cultures. These 12 goals can be categorized into three
main sets: individual-oriented child-rearing goals (e.g., independence and selfrealization), group-oriented child-rearing goals (e.g .• cooperation and responsibility)
and task-oriented child-rearing goals (e.g., the ability to concentrate). The taskoriented goals covered a broader range of goals than the achievement-oriented goals
in the vac study. The goals were written on paperboards and shown to the caregiver. The mother was asked to choose five goals out of the 12, which she felt, were
the most important for her and to rank them according to their importance.
To determine the preferences for the developmental goals with regard to the
three designated categories (individual-, group-, and task-oriented goals), the rankings within each category (I = "least important" to 5 "most important") were derived. Since each category was represented by four goals, the respondent could not
choose five goals from the same category, but had to select at least one goal from
another category. In order to avoid a "forced choice" of another category, the indicator "preference for developmental goals" was based on the selection of the four most
important goals. The maximum value for one category thus adds up to 14 points.
To assess self-reported parenting behavior the mothers were asked to rate three
single items on a 7-point scale. They reported in how far they would describe their
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parenting as accepting (egalitarian, loving) and controlling (strict). The higher the
value on the scales, the more the mothers prefer this particular parenting style.
Mothers' acceptance perceived by the child was measured with the subscale for
mothers' acceptance from the "Pictorial scale of perceived competence and social
acceptance scale for young children" (Harter & Pike, 1984) consisting of 6 items.
Here the child was asked, in how far she or he felt accepted by the mother. The scale
ranged from I to 4. The higher the value the more the child feels accepted by the
mother. In order to achieve a better internal consistency one item had to be dropped
from the scale (Korea: a= .61; Germany: a= .62).

Results
Differences between Korean and German mothers with respect to their values.
child-rearing goals. and parenting
In both studies significant differences between Korean and German mothers were
found with respect to individualistic and collectivistic value orientations. In the
VOC study no differences in the subscale of collectivistic values but in the subscale
of indivfdualistic values were found. The Korean mothers were less individualistic
as compared to the German mothers.2 According to the data from the CRT study on
the basis of the overall Colindex, the Korean mothers were more allocentric than the
German mothers. The means and standard deviations of these and the following
comparisons are depicted in Table 3.
With respect to the child-rearing goals, differences in the expected direction
were found. In the VOC study, Korean mothers were stronger in their support of the
group-oriented goal (minds the parents) and the achievement-oriented goal (doing
well in school) as compared to the German mothers, but they supported the individual-oriented goal (to be independent and self-reliant) less. Contrary, to our expectation they valued also proper demeanor (be a good person) less.
In the CRT study a very similar picture was found: the Korean mothers preferred
group- and task-oriented goals significantly more than the German mothers. Also, in
line with the hypotheses they preferred the individual-oriented goals less than the
German mothers.
Parenting behavior was assessed in terms of the concepts of acceptance and control. In the VOC study mothers from both cultures did not differ in acceptance. The
results in the CRT study corresponded with this finding, since it did not reveal cultural differences in mothers' acceptance perceived by the child, nor in mothers' selfreport on egalitarian and loving parenting.

2

This result as well as the following results did not change after control for age of mother
and age and sex of target child.
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Table 3
Comparisons between Values, Child· Rearing Goals, and Parenting of the Korean and German
Mothers
Korea

M

Germany
SD

t·Values

M

SD

General cultural values
Individualism (VOC)
Collectivism (VOC)
Allocentrism (CR T)

3.52
4.11
7.11

.58
.58
.87

3.81
4.14
5.63

.47
.50
1.19

6.90 ...
.31
·6.78 ***

Preference of child-rearing goals
Group·oriented goals (VOC)
Group·oriented goals (CRn
Individual-oriented goal (VOC)
Individual-oriented goals (CRn
Achievement-oriented goal (VOC)
Task-oriented goals (CRT)
Proper demeanor (VOC)

3.71
6.90
3.95
3.31
4.04
3.63
4.46

.75
2.31
.70
2.26
.74
2.40
.71

3.57
4.81
4.44
7.05
3.91
1.91
4.62

.73
2.78
.58
3.11
.69
1.96
.53

·2,43·
-3.99·"
9.26·"
6.58"·
-2.37·
-3.78"'''
3.44"'''

Parenting behavior
Acceptance (VOC)
Acceptance (CRT)
Control (VOC)
Strictness (CRT)
Egalitarian (CRT)
Loving (CRT)

3.37
2.86
3.37
5.08
5.55
6.01

.37
.70
.51
1.36
1.20
0.90

3.35
2.88
2.79
4.21
5.32
6.09

.23
.69
.53

-.63
.15
-14.56···
-3.47"·
-.97
,42

Note. VOC = Value-of-Children
... p < .05, ... p < .001.

Study;

CRT

=

1.06
0.99
0.75

Child-Rearing-Theory

Study.

With respect to control, the Korean mothers in the VOC study reported more control
of the children than the German mothers, and the Korean mothers in the CRT study
a higher degree of strictness than German mothers.
Associations between mothers' values and child-rearing goals
We hypothesized that an individualistic value orientation is positively related to
individual-oriented goals, and collectivism to group-oriented goals, while we did not
expect specific correlations between values and achievement-oriented child-rearing
goals and proper demeanor. Given the cultural differences described in the last section, we also wanted to investigate how much of the variance of cultural differences
in child-rearing goals could be explained by mothers' value orientation. A third aim
of our study was to explore culture-specific patterns of relations. Thus, the mode rat-
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ing effect of culture on the relations between values and child-rearing goals was
investigated.
For the VOC study, we chose a strategy for analysis, which allowed the investigation of all three questions .in one procedure. We conducted hierarchical regressions with each of the child-rearing goals, introducing culture in the first step, individualistic values and collectivistic values in a second step, and the interaction terms
of culture and individualistic and collectivistic values, respectively, in the third step.
According to Aiken and West (1991), the continuous indicators of individualistic
and collectivistic values were centred, before the multiplication with the culture
dummy was carried out (see also Cohen & Cohen, 1983). Table 4 summarizes the
results of the last steps of the regressions. Changes from step to step are mentioned
in the text.
As predicted, the group-oriented goal (to mind the parents) was related to collectivistic values: the higher the collectivism the more important was this goal. As the
culture effect remained significant, this relation did not explain the cultural differences (/3 = .10 in step I and 3). This weak explanation of the culture effect was also
found in all further analyses 3• No interaction was significant, indicating that the
association between collectivism and the group-oriented goal was the same in the
Korean and German sample.
The analyses also confirmed the hypothesis that the individual-oriented goal (to
be independent and self-reliant) was correlated with individualism. Furthermore, a
significant interaction of culture and collectivistic values occurred. Inspection of the
slopes indicated that there was only a positive correlation in the Korean sample
(slopes .378 vs .. 080). Thus, while in the German sample the child-rearing goal of
independence was only associated with individualistic values, in the Korean sample
this goal was positively associated with individualistic as well as collectivistic values.
With respect to the achievement-oriented child-rearing goal (to do well in
school), we had no specific expectations with regard to a relation to the two kinds of
values. The regression analysis indicated that, irrespective of culture, collectivistic
values were positively related with this goal. The interaction between culture and
individualism was significant. As indicated in Figure 1, the relations in the two cultures were in opposite directions and only significant in the Korean sample. For
Korean mothers, the higher their individualism, the more important was their child's
high achievement in school.

3

For the individual-oriented goal, {J of culture changed from -.34 to -.30, for the
achievement-oriented goal from ,08 to .09, and for good demeanor from -.14 to -.11.
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Table 4
Mothers' Child-Rearing Goals Predicted by Culture, Mothers' Value Orientations, and the
Interactions between Culture and Values; Last Step of Hierarchical Regressions, Standardized
Regression Coefficients (N= 613.614)
Grouporiented goal
Culture" (C)
Individualism (IN)
Collectivism (CO)
CxlN
CxCO
R2

.10·
-.02

.42"·
-.01
-.08
.14

Achievementoriented goal

Individualoriented goal
-.30"·

.09·

-.11
.28"·
.24"·

. 14·
.06
.01
.17**

-.08

.20

Note. Analyses were based on the VOC study.
p < .05, •• P < .01, ... p < .001.

Proper
demeanor

•

0

.09

.11

German,

Korean.

5,0
4,5
(5
0

4,0

VI

3,5

.s::.
(.)

.5
-a; 3,0
~

0

"
{3.

2,5
2,0
1,5

1,0
Low individualism

-.11 ••
.03
.11
.10
.14*

High individualism

I-+-Korea -'-Germany I
Figure I. Significant Interaction between Culture and Mothers' Individualism on the
Achievement-Oriented Child-Rearing Goal
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The child-rearing goal of proper demeanor (to be a good person) was not related
with value orientations. Only culture and the interaction between culture and collectivism were significant. The slopes for the Korean ({3 = .338) and German samples ({3
= .125) indicated that the positive correlation between collectivism and proper demeanor was stronger in the Korean sample.
In the CRT study, separate analyses for the two cultures revealed no significant
correlations between mothers' allocentrism and the importance of group-oriented,
individual-oriented, or task-oriented child-rearing goals. Here, the small sample size
should be taken into account.
Associations between mothers' child-rearing goals and parenting
The analyses of the VOC data with respect to the relationship between child-rearing
goals and parenting aimed at the moderator effect of culture on the relation between
child-rearing goals and parenting (particularly control). Thus, a parallel procedure as
described in the former section was used, also allowing for investigating the mediating role of child-rearing goals for cultural differences in parenting. The results of the
last step of hierarchical regressions are documented in Table 5.
As shown in Table 5, only the group-oriented child-rearing goal (to mind the
parents) was associated with acceptance. The more important this goal, the higher
was the mothers' acceptance. As expected this was true for both cultures, as indiTable 5
Mothers' Parenting Behavior Predicted by Culture, Mothers' Child-Rearing Goals, and the
Interactions between Culture and Child-Rearing Goals; Last Step of Hierarchical Regressions,
Standardized Regression Coefficients (N = 637)
Acceptance

.46***
.33***
-.14*
.13**
.08
-.12*
.14*
-.05
.02

.01
.19**
-.04

Culture" (C)
Group-oriented goal (G)
Individual-oriented goal (I)
Achievement-oriented goal (A)
Proper demeanor (P)
CxG
Cx I
CxA
CxP

.11+
.06
.03
.08
-.02
.13+

R2
Note.

Control

.36

.14
Analyses were based on

the

VOC study.

+p< .10, * p< .05, ** p< .01, *** p< .001.

"0

German,

1 =

Korean.
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cated by a non-significant interaction term. The interaction effects in all other analyses were also not significant. In the regressions without controlling for the interactions, all child-rearing goals, except for independence, were significantly and positively related to acceptance. The highest relation was observed between acceptance
and the group-oriented goal (to mind the parents), fJ := .2 I, P < .00 I, followed by
proper demean or (to be a good person), fJ = .16, P < .001, and the achievementoriented goal (to do well in school), fJ .12, P < .01. Thus, our expectation that acceptance is positively related to all child-rearing goals independent of culture was
large] y confirmed.
With respect to mothers' control, the group-oriented goal (to mind the parents)
and the achievement-oriented goal (to do well in school) were positively, and the
individual-oriented-rearing goal (to be independent and self-reliant) negatively associated with control. The latter association only appeared after controlling for the
interactions. The interaction between culture and the group-oriented goal is depicted
in Figure 2. The slopes indicated that the positive association between the grouporiented goal (to mind the parents) and controlling parenting was more pronounced
in the German sample.

4,0
3,5

ec

3,0

0

u

roc: 2,5
....

.s
('\l

~

2,0
1.5
1,0
high

low

Importance of group-oriented child-rearing goal

1-.- Korea ~ Germany 1
Figure 2. Significant Interaction between Culture and Importance of the Group-Oriented
Child-Rearing Goal on Mothers' Control
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The slopes of the interaction between culture and the individual-oriented childrearing goal (to be independent and self-reliant) showed a similar result: the relation
in the German sample was stronger than in the Korean sample, where the relation
was close to zero. Furthermore, here the relation was negative in the German sample
and positive in the Korean sample (-.119 vs .. 021). Our expectation that control was
only positively associated with achievement-oriented goals in the Korean sample
was not supported. [n fact, we found a positive association in both the Korean and
German samples.
In the CRT study, correlations between child-rearing goals and parenting
behavior were conducted separately for the two cultures. Only one nearly significant
correlation was observed between egalitarian parenting and the preference for individual-oriented child-rearing goals in Germany (r =.27, p = .07).

Discussion
Based on the theoretical framework of the developmental niche, we investigated the
associations between value orientations and child-rearing goats, and the association
between child-rearing goals and parenting in a comparison of Korean and German
mothers. We aimed at specifying possible universal as well as culture-specific pat-

terns. Furthermore, we investigated the mediating role of values for cultural differences in child-rearing goals, and the moderator role of culture for the relation between ehild-rearing goals and parenting behavior. The analyses of two different data
sets partly confirmed our expectations of cultural differences in value orientations,
child-rearing goals, and parenting, as well as the hypothesized association between
the three aspects, in some cases with culture-specific patterns. However, our results
did not confirm the expectation that individualistic/collectivistic values are powerful
mediators of cultural differences in child-rearing goals.

Differences between Korean and German mothers
The Korean mothers were less individualistic (in the vac study) and showed more
allocentrism (in the CRT study) than German mothers. Compared to the German
mothers, in both studies, Korean mothers preferred group-oriented and achievement(or task-) oriented child-rearing goals, while individual-oriented goats and proper
demeanor were less important. The mothers from the two cultures did not differ in
loving and accepting their children, but Korean mothers were more controlling and
strict with their children.
The results were in line with our hypothesis, indicating that the Koreans have
preserved their more traditional orientation towards values and child rearing despite
the experience of rapid social change towards modernization and industrialization in
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the last few decades (Gwartney et al., 1996). Nevertheless, in the VOC study, Korean and German mothers were similar in their collectivistic orientation. Thus, it
seems that Gennan and Koreans share similar colJectivistic values when they are
asked about these values on a more abstract level referring more to societal than
individual concerns.

Association between values aDd child-rearing goals
The analyses of the VOC data showed that independent of culture individualistic
orientations were positively associated with the goal of child's independence, while
collectivistic orientations were related to the child-rearing goals that the child should
mind the parents and to do well in school. Thus, our hypotheses were confirmed.
However, culture-specific patterns occurred. For Korean mothers, individualistic
orientations were associated with achievement-oriented goals and collectivistic orientations with individual-oriented goals (to be independent and self-reliant); these
relations did not occur in the Gennan sample.
Taking into account the Confucian value orientation of learning and achievement
(e.g., Chen & Stevenson, 1995), it seems plausible that the Korean mothers perceive
school achievement much morc as a chance to enhance personal success than the
German mothers do. The association between collectivistic orientation and the individual-oriented child-rearing goal seems surprising at first sight. This item focused
on independence and self-reliance. Independence and self-reliance may have a different meaning depending on the cultural context and the general value orientation
as several studies have pointed out (Kagitcibasi, 1996; Rothbaum & Trommsdorff,
in press; Trommsdorff, 1999; Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, in press). Independence
may have the meaning of autonomy, self-fulfillment, and strong will. In an individualistic context the focus will be more on this side of the item. In a more collectivistic
context self-reliance, which refers to responsibilities in and help for the family is
also of great importance. Here, social obligations have to be fulfilled by the children
already at an early developmental age. As a study on developmental timetables
showed, the more collectivistic Greek-Australians expected responsibilities in the
household at an earlier age than the more individualistic Anglo-Australians (Rosenthal & Bomholt, \988).
In the CRT study no associations between allocentrism and child-rearing goals
were found. This may be due to the small sample size. However, other analyses with
this sample pointed out that the caregivers' perceptions of the cultural norms are
more influential than their individual norms for child-rearing goals (Friedlmeier et
al.,2004).
Even though we found cultural differences in value orientations, and associations
between value orientations and child-rearing goals, the mediating role of value orientations for the cultural differences in child-rearing goals was only weak. Beyond
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this, other factors may affect the differences in importance of the child.rearing goals
for Korean and German mothers. Future research should analyze whether sociostructural and specific socialization conditions have an impact on the cultural differences
in child-rearing goals in Korean and German mothers.

Associations between child-rearing goals and parenting
lndependent of culture all child·rearing goals were positively associated with the
mothers' acceptance of their children. This result extends Rohner's hypothesis that
acceptance is universally associated with various aspects of child's development;
this parenting style seems to be universally (here, in Korea and Germany) associated
with certain child-rearing goals. Furthermore, we found associations between childrearing goals and control of children that were significant even when culture and the
interaction terms were controlled. This points out to universally relevant relations
between certain child-rearing goals and controlling parenting: The group- and
achievement-oriented goals are positively, and the goal of independence is negatively associated with control.
Furthermore, in our German sample the positive relations between the grouporiented child-rearing goal ("to mind the parents") and control as well as the negative relation between the individual-oriented goal ("being independent and selfreliant") and control were more pronounced than in the Korean sample. Assuming
that obedience has a more negative connotation, and independence a more positive
connotation in Germany than in Korea, these results are in line with other studies,
which also assume a more negative meaning of control in western cultures as compared to eastern cultures (Chao, 2001; Dornbusch et al., 1987; Steinberg et al., 1994;
Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003).
Another (more speculative) explanation is also possible. As further analyses of
the CRT study revealed, the Korean and German mothers differed in their subjective
theories with respect to their influences on children's development. The Korean as
compared to the German mothers rather emphasized that the inborn characteristics
and the activity of the child contribute to the developmental outcomes of the child
(Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, in press). Thus, the association between mothers'
child-rearing goals and their parenting behavior might be weakened in the Korean
sample because the Korean mothers may be less trusting in the power of parenting.
Caveats and open questions
The sample of the CRT study was small, so the generalization of these results is
difficult. However, the concordance of the results from the CRT and the much larger
vac study increases the validity of the results. The data from the vac study was
only based on reports of the mothers. This increases the risk of confounded reports
on the different aspects of values, child-rearing goals and parenting in the analyses.
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However, with respect to cultural comparisons of parenting, the CRT study added
results based on reports of the child, which were in line with the VOC data obtained
from mothers.
Nevertheless, further analyses of the VOC study will include reports on different
sources, like mothers and adolescents. The VOC study allows of extending the
analyses of the interplay between culture, values, child-rearing goals, and parenting
to other cultures, including comparisons with other Asian cultures such as China or
Indonesia that differ from Korea with respect to their extent of modernization, their
political organization, and their religious background.
One important question, which remains open, is how cultures influence childrearing goals and practices. This question will be dealt with in further studies, basing
on the data from the VOC study, by taking into account the possible transmission
links between culture and individual values and beliefs (cf. Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, in press; Trommsdorff, Albert, & Mayer, 2004). Furthermore, it will be tested
whether less abstract values than the Schwartz-Items, like interdependence, independence, and family-oriented values, offer more information on the relations between the cultural context and individual values and beliefs. As indicated by the
additional analyses of the CRT study, the association between child-rearing goals
and parenting may be moderated by the mothers' subjective theories on their influence on children's development.

Conclusions
Despite the above mentioned caveats and the need for further research, one strength
of the reported results from the two studies is that they not only refer to the individual representation of values held by mothers from different cultural contexts, but
also yielded several meaningful associations between such values and child-rearing
goals which are partly similar and partly different in these cultures. Furthermore, the
results have shown that child-rearing goals are related to parenting behavior. This is
in line with some of the assumptions of the developmental niche (Super & Harkness,
1997). The results on universal associations and culture-specific patterns may be a
good starting point for further more specific cross-cultural studies.
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