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Introduction
Why do we want to study parent-child relations over the life span and in
different cultures?
Among the many problems we are facing, there is an outstanding challenge
for developmental psychologist - this is the dramatic world-wide sociodemographic change with drastic effects on individual development and wellbeing, on social, economic, and ecological changes. On the one hand, longevity is
increasing worldwide. On the other hand, fertility is declining in highly
industrialized countries while it remains high in the very poor regions of the
world.
What do these sOdo-demographic changes have to do with development
and parent-child relations? In some countries old aged people outnumber the
younger generation; in other countries this is just the other way round. This is
not only a statistical problem in demography. This will affect the sodal, economic,
and ecological situation in various way, including world wide migration due to
poverty, social conflicts between the deprived and well-to do groups,
intergenerational conflicts, social disintegration, economic instability, and related
ecological problems, including the role of parent-child relationship.
In order to deal with ongoing socio-economic and demographic changes,
and related social conflicts it seems necessary to analyze relevant aspects of three
processes, and study ways to prevent undesirable changes. Even developmental
psychologist can contribute. The study on parent-child relations over the life
span in cultural context may be an example.
So far, parent-child relationships were not in the focus of developmental
psychology. Rather, research has been carried out on the question in which way
parents matter. This question is basing on the assumption that parents want to
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influence their child's development. Considerable research has shown that
parents do influence their children. This research was initiated by different
theoretical assumptions, for example, psychoanalytic theory, evolutionary
theorizing, learning theory, or other approaches. It was taken for granted that
parents do matter while it was not clear in which way. However, when peers,
school, and the wider environment were taken into account as influential factors
for child development, the provoking question came up whether parents matter
at all. In contrast, serious empirical research focused on the specific functions of

parents for their children's development in different social contexts.
Culture-informed studies have shown that parenting and parents' role for
children's development differ. This research goes back to anthropological
research in traditional cultures. During the last two decades, systematic crosscultural and culture-psychological research on parenting and child development
has provided empirical data on universalities and culture- specificities.
However, the focus of most studies (either focusing on one or more cultures)
was limited to effects of parenting in childhood and adolescence. This restriction
can partly be explained by the difficulty to carry out longitudinal studies. It may
also be explained by a cultural bias assuming that successful development is
marked by adolescents achieving identity and independence; thereby the
parents' responsibilities for their child have ended. However, does this mean that
the relationship between parents and their children is also terminated? If not,
what do we know about their past relationships, and can we predict their future
relationships? Thus the focus of interest is on the question: whether, how and
why do parent-child relationships matter?
The above mentioned shortcomings in developmental psychology, ignoring
context and time, are the starting points for the present study. The goal is to
make use of life span and culture-informed research in order to advance our
knowledge on parent-child relations over the life span. This may be a basis for
dealing with applied questions on intergenerational relations in a changing
world.
In the following, I will deal with the following issues:
1. Research on parenting.
2. Research on parents and children over the life span.
3. Elements of a culture-informed theory on parent-child relationship over the
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life span.
4. The presently ongoing study on "Value of Children and Intergenerational
Relations" .
5. In the conclusion it will be asked whether a "science of culture and parentchild relationships" is useful and conceivable.
1. Parenting Research. Progress and Shortcomings

Past research on child development and parenting basically has dealt with two
main questions:
1. Which is the relative function of parental behavior for child development in
relation to other factors such as biological factors, institutionalized learning
environments, or informal interactions with peers?
2. What aspects of parenting are relevant for child development and in which
way does parenting affect child development?
As to the first question, we can summarize the present situation from three
perspectives.
a. The former nature-nurture controversy has changed conSiderably due to
behavior-genetic and carefully designed twin research which allows
differentiating among the situation specific interactions between genetic and
environmenta'l influences.
b. The effects of early institutionalized child care seem to be less relevant as a
single factor affecting child development over time as carefully designed
longitudinal studies can demonstrate.
c. The thesis that rather peers than parents constitute the most important factor
in child development (Harris, 1995) has lost much of its provocative impact.
Present research shows that parents matter (Maccoby 1992, 2000; Collins,
Maccoby, Steinberg, Hetherington, & Bornstein, 2000,2001).
Thus, the second question has gained importance and will be dealt with in
the following. What aspects of parenting are relevant for child development and
how do they affect child development? In research on parenting the question
how optimal parenting looks like has not yet been answered in a satisfying way. A
myriad of questions was summarized by Bornstein (2001) to be dealt with by a
"science of culture and parenting".
In the following, I will first summarize some main results from previous
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studies on parenting, second I will deal with some results from recent crosscultural studies, and third I will suggest some perspectives on parent-child
relations.

1.1 Parenting and Parental Beliefs
Traditionally, behaviorism and its influence on learning theory laid the ground to
study parenting as a unidirectional process, assuming that certain characteristics
of parents' behavior affect the child development in specific ways. Several
studies tried to find an underlying structure of the various aspects of parental
behavior and describe a coherent pattern. Lewin's (1951) work on leadership
style has influenced parenting research differentiating among the authoritarian,
the democratic, and the laissez-faire style. Major styles of parenting were
conceptualized as acceptance, firm control, and psychological control (Schaefer,
1965); parental warmth and control; acceptance and rejection (Rohner, 1976),
warmth, demandingness, and responsiveness (Maccoby & Martin, 1983;
Steinberg, 1990). While some authors investigate these aspects independently
from one another, other authors argue that these aspects normally occur together
to some degree and therefore should be studied as complex constructs. Thus,
Baurnrind (1967,1991) has suggested a typological approach that aggregates
these styles into composite scores. Authoritative parenting, a combination of
warmth and control, was recognized as the optimal parenting style. Still, the
discussion is going on whether it is more preferable to disaggregate constructs
from parenting composites and study the independent influence of these
dimensions on (specific aspects of) child development (Barber, 1996). The
problem of this approach, however, is that it focuses primarily on the parents'
behavior as the basis for child development.
The study on parental beliefs has complemented research on parenting by
taking into account the subjective theories, goals, and intentions of the parents
(e.g., the research by Goodnow & Collins, 1990; Harkness & Super, 1999). These
studies give further insight into the complex issue of parenting, and suggest that
it is much too simple to assume that parents' beliefs influence child development
directly. A direct association between parents' behavior and beliefs (as elements
of parental subjective theories) cannot be expected since moderating and
mediating effects have to be taken into account (Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier,
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2003).
Furthermore, cross-cultural studies show that parents' behavior and goals
may have different functions in different cultural contexts. The same parenting
may have different meanings in different cultures; and different parenting may
have the same meaning in different cultures (Kornadt & Trommsdorff, 1984;
Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). For example, harsh punishment of children is
seen as harmful for child development while it is positively valued in traditional
Chinese families (Stevenson, Chen, & Lee, 1992; Stevenson & Zusho, 2002).
Also, the same parenting styles can have different effect in different cultural
contexts. Own studies on adolescents from different cultures showed that
Japanese as compared to German youth felt rejected by their parents when
experiencing low control (Trommsdorff, 1985). Similar results on Koreans living
in North America and Koreans in the Republic of Korea have been reported by
Rohner and Pettengill (1985). Thus, results on negative effects of parental control
on children and adolescents cannot be generalized across cultures.
To summarize, significant differences exist with respect to the contents of
parental beliefs and goals, for example, what constitutes the characteristics of a
competent child and adolescence? Also differences exist with respect to the
parental ethno-theories and beliefs how these goals can be achieved. Furthermore,
differences exist with respect to the actual parenting behavior in pursuit of these
goals and beliefs (e.g., see the lectures by Goodnow, 2003, June; Harkness, 2003,
June; Rubin, 2003, June; Bornstein, 2003, June; Kim, 2003, June; and Ijzendoorn,
2003, June; at this workshop).
1.2 The Active Child and Parent-Child Interactions

Another shortcoming of parenting research has been the focus on parents while
ignoring effects of children on their parents.
The active participation of children in the process of parenting has been
discussed by Bell (1979). In the same line of reasoning, Lerner and BuschRossnagel (1981) and Norma Haan (1977) suggested to view children as the
"active producer" of their development underlining that it is not only parents but
also children who matter when explaining child development.

Social cognitive learning theonj has also pointed out to the active involvement
of the child, his perception of the parents' behavior as model for own behavior,
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and his motivation to imitate this behavior (Bandura, 1977). Bandura (1977,1986)
assumes that the activity of the child is essential in model learning. The child
actively selects the model, and the observed behavior is only shown when the
child is motivated and has acquired the ability to imitate this behavior.
Cross-cultural research has shown differences in the preference of learning
by imitation. Effects of parenting via model learning seem to be more
pronounced in Japan as an East Asian contexts where less explicit verbalized
induction takes place as compared to Germany, a Western contexts where
explanations are an important aspect of parenting (Kornadt & Trommsdorff, 1990,
1997).
The view of the active child has been expanded by Grusec and Goodnow's
(1994) theory of socialization through imitation of parents' behavior. Thus,
Grusec and Goodnow (1994) integrated social learning theoretical and cognitive,
motivational and affective factors in their theory on the child's imitation and
internalization. They pointed out the role of both, the parents and the children.
The authors even went a step further: they also pOinted out to the importance of
parent-child-interaction, more specifically, the kind of communication between
parents and children. The authors refer to a very simple principle in
communication theory: When the parents do not communicate their goals
(message) clearly, the child will have difficulties to act in accordance with the
parental goals. Furthermore, the authors point out to a very basic prerequisite for
imitation and internalization: the acceptance of the parents' message by the
children. Here, they have underlined the function of one aspect of parent-child
relationships without, however, going into depth.

Interaction studies have more directly taken up the notion of the child's
activity, taking into account both, parent' and their child's behavior and the
mutual effects in ongoing interaction processes (Bell, 1979; Bornstein, 1991). To
give an example, mothers from different cultures do not react to the child's
primary needs in the same way (see Bornstein, Toda, Azuma, Tamis LeMonda, &
Ogino, 1990). The underlying theoretical perspective of bi-directionality has
inspired a number of empirical studies (see the edited volume by Kuczynski,
2003). Cross-cultural studies show that bi-directionality cannot only be
understood as a process of exchange and negotiations. In many traditional and
also modern (e.g., East-Asian) cultures, parents' and children's role are
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embedded in a hierarchical structure; the level and function of these roles
prescribe certain behavior (Trornrnsdorff & Kornadt, 2003).

1.3 Psychological Frame for Interaction Processes: Parent-Child Relationships
Though the traditional unilateral approach to parenting has been widened by
taking into account the activity of the child and bi-directional effects, only a few
studies have been carried out on parent-child interactions presumably due to the
costly observational methods.
Furthermore, these studies usually describe the behavior of interacting
partners in certain situations without, however, dealing with the question what
the psychological framing of these interactions is like. From a culture-informed
point of view, the basic difference of framing is whether these interactions are
part of a process to establish and stabilize interdependent relationships basing on
cooperation and harmony, or whether they are part of a process to develop
independent relationships including going conflicts and negotiations of power
(see also Rothbaum, Pott, Azuma, Miyake, & Weisz, 2000).
To give an example of the different framing: our own studies have shown
that in case of child's signaling stress, Japanese mothers focus the attention of
their child more onto themselves while German mothers rather focus their child's
attention onto objects (e.g., Trornrnsdorff & Friedlmeier, 1993, 1999; Trommsdorff
& Kornadt, 2003; see also Hess, Kashiwagi, Azuma, Price, & Dickson, 1980, for
comparisons between Japanese and North American mothers). Both interaction
strategies are successful to calm the child. However, the mothers' behavior
differs in accordance with the relevant cultural values and the parental goal to
establish a specific relationship to the child.
The psychological meaning of interactions can more easily be understood
when interpreting these interactions in reference to the expected parent-child
relationship. A typical example of an interaction sequence between mother and
child in case of a conflict (e.g., misconduct of the child) in a Japanese and a
German dyad is that this interaction sequence ends with the Japanese mother
giving in while a conflict prevails in the German dyads (Trornrnsdorff & Kornadt,
2003). This difference occurs on account of culture-specific parent-child relations
which have evolved in the course of past development and which are based on
certain culture-specific beliefs. In Japan, the value of interdependence and
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maintaining harmonious relationships prevails, while in Germany the value of
independence dominates.
On the basis of this general cultural belief in the optimal parent-child
relationship, the interaction between mother and child in case of the child's
misbehavior evolves in very different ways. The Japanese mother interprets her
child' behavior differently from the German mother: She believes her child is
immature and not yet able to follow the rules while the German mother assumes
that her child wants to demonstrate her own will and test the power structure
(who will give in). The Japanese mother believes that a model of giving in herself
makes the child aware of the necessity to sometimes give up own goals in order
to reduce the conflict and maintain harmony; accordingly, her child reacts in line
with the culturally valued goal of fostering a harmonious relationship. In
contrast, the German mother believes that the child has to obey her orders and
accept her authority even though she wants her child to become independent.
Thus, the conflict in German dyads goes on or even escalates. These typical
interaction sequences affect the further social development of the child as can be
seen in different ways to handle conflicts and differences in aggression (Kornadt
& Trommsdorff, 1990, 1997; Kornadt, Hayashi, Tachibana, Trommsdorff, &

Yamauchi, 1992; Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003).
These studies on Japanese and German mother-child interactions clarify the
different qualities of interactions in the process of social development. Japanese
dyads are characterized by harmonizing conflicting needs while German dyads
rather engage in escalation of conflict. In accordance with this culture-specific
relationship quality, the mother's and the child's behavior makes a Significant
difference in regulating the conflict and the final interaction outcome
(Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). Thus, bi-directionality in parent-child
interactions can have a different quality depending on the cultural context which
defines the desirable parent-child relationship.
To summarize, the differences in Japanese and German mothers' beliefs and
behavior in interaction with their child, and the behavior and further
development of the child are difficult to understand without taking into account
the quality of the parent-child relationship.
Thus, parenting research should not only include the study of behavior,
beliefs, and interaction processes between parents and children but also take into
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account the cultural context.
The question of what constitutes" successful" parenting is closely connected
to the question what constitutes" successful" development and what are the
characteristics of a competent" child. In order to empirically answer these
11

questions it is necessary to study the culture-specific notions of competence.
Therefore, the meaning and the effects of parenting have to be studied in the
context of the specific cultures. Thus, the cultural values, the related parental
beliefs and child-rearing goals as part of parental ethno-theories, the parental
behavior, and parent-child interactions need to be clarified as the basis of a
"science of culture and parenting" (Bornstein, 2001).
However, a major shortcoming of previous research is the neglect of the
parent-child relationship. The focus of past research in parenting was either on
the child or on the parents but rarely on both. Studies on interactions require to
shift the perspective from one to the other person, and to analyze these shifts in a
sequence of time. Studies on relationships however allow the focus on both, the
parents and the child, at the same time, thus taking into account the past
processes of interactions and their present result.
When dealing with the question of whether, why, and how parents matter in
child development it seems necessary to integrate parenting (behavior and
beliefs) and parent-child interaction (including bi-directionality) into a theory on
parent-child relations.
2. Parents and Children Over the Life Span in Cultural Context
Most research on parenting, parent-child beliefs and child development has
focused on a specific developmental age, mostly on childhood and adolescence.
Such focus seems legitimate when the primary and most important goal for the
young parents is to provide the necessary care for the helpless infant in order to
ensure his survival, and furthermore, to enable the young child to develop the
necessary abilities to become an integrated competent member of the social
group and society being able to fulfill the role of an adult. These general
parenting goals are probably universal across cultures. Once the children have
achieved this culturally defined competence, most developmental psychologists
show little interest to study parents and their children beyond this
developmental stage.
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This narrow focus on childhood and adolescence is a shortcoming which
may be based on a biased view on development. Developmental psychologists
often assume that adolescence ends with achieving independence from the
parents. This assumption, however, is culturally biased, in so far as in the
industrialized western context, independence and individuality are highly
valued. In contrast, from a non-western, for example, Japanese point of view,
child and adolescent development is only seen as successfully accomplished
when interdependence is achieved. In many cultures, maturity is achieved when
the children are able and willing to take the social responsibility in their family.
This responsibility may consist in taking care of the aging parents. Thus, one
reason for the primary focus on childhood and adolescence may consist in the

neglect of other cultural values beside the value of independence.
The focus on childhood and adolescence and the neglect of a life span
perspective in parenting research is related to neglecting the issue of parent-child
relationships. Thus, the shortcomings of most research on parents and children
consist (a) in the primary focus on childhood and (to a less degree) on
adolescence and (b) in the neglect of the role of the parent-child relationship.
Our starting question whether, why, and how parents matter in child
development requires that we try to integrate parenting (behavior and beliefs)
and parent-child interaction (including bi-directionality) into a theory on parentchild relations.
2.1 Parent-Child Relationships Over the Life Span: A Western Perspective
Parent-child relations are not only bound to childhood and adolescence but are
part of the individual development over the life span. Life span theories have
emerged only some decades ago when the interest in development after
childhood and adolescence rose. Development over the life span includes
changes and stabilities in the biological, cognitive, emotional, motivational, and
social domains of the person and also in the context of the person.
Theoretical approaches to life span development of the individual person
have focused, for example, on developmental tasks and normative life events
(Havighurst, 1972), on life stages, transitions and crises (Erikson, 1959; Levinson,
1986), on continuity and change of personality, on multidirectionality, gains and
losses, plasticity, historical and sodo-cultural context (Baltes & Baltes, 1990), or
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on culture-specific diverse developmental pathways (Greenfield, Keller, Fuligni,

& Maynard, 2003; Rothbaum, Pott et. al, 2000).
A life span perspective on parent-child relations thus has to take into
account the developmental changes of the relations over the life course. Studies
in the western cultures show that in the first years of life, children are largely
depending on their caregiver even when they are more or less actively
influencing their caregiver's behavior. Asymmetry in this relationship is based on
differences in abilities to cope with environmental and developmental demands.
In middle childhood and even before, peers and other persons in the social
environment affect the parent-child relationship. Changes in its structure and
content are accompanied by stabilities, for example, usually the mother remains
the child's "best friend" in times of sorrow; children and adolescents rather share
their sorrows first with their mothers and then with their close friend.
In adolescence, the parent-child changes due to the changing needs, goals,
role, and abilities of the adolescent. The developmental task of establishing
identity and autonomy has often been described to become the primary goal of
the adolescent. However, recent research has shown that both autonomy and
relatedness to the parents is a more appropriate description for parent-child
relationships in this developmental period.
Studies on parent-child relationship in childhood and adolescence
outnumber studies on parent-child relationships in adulthood and older age. Middle

adulthood is usually characterized by having own children which affects the
relation to own parents ("sandwich generation"). Neugarten (1968) conceives of
mid-life development as an increasing responsibility of the adult role in the
extended family. This process changes the quality of the parent-child relation on
the basis of a third separation-individuation with increasingly "realistic"
awareness of the self and the parents. Such changes become a normative life span
transition for adult children and can be observed when the adult parents are
growing older, retire from work, take the role of grandparents, or experience
increasing frailty which may be related to physical, psychologicaL and cognitive
dependency. Whether these changes constitute a stressful challenge for the
parent-child relationship is an open question; at least in later adulthood, and old
age new developmental tasks may affect the relationship between the ageing
parents, their adult children and their grandchildren (see Blenkner, 1965;
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Mm'coen, 1995).
A further change of parent-child relations over the life span is generated by
the changing roles of aging parents and adult children when grandchildren are
born. Grandparents can take the role of the caregiver (taking care of younger
grandchildren; providing support and advise for the older grandchildren) and
thus change their relation to their adult children (e.g., daughter). (For an
overview on grandparenthood see the edited volumes by Szinovacz, 1998;
Bengtson & Robertson, 1985).
To summarize, a life span perspective enriches the study on parent child
relationships by taking into account various changes of parent child relations
according to changing developmental tasks and settings.

2.2 Parent-Child Relations as Intergenerational Relations in Changing Contexts
Here, we assume that the sodo-cultural context has to be taken into account for
explaining the quality of parent-child relationships over the life span.
Changes in the parent-child relationship take place in changing contexts
which again are affected by changing developmental tasks over the life course.
Thus the pattern and timing in the individual life courses of the interconnected
generations are not independent from the historical time (including the socioeconomic and cultural factors). Life course theory as suggested by Elder (1998,
2003) takes into account life timing as context, including historical time and place.
In line with a contextual approach, the life span perspective of human
development has taken into account socio-economic, political, and historical
changes and their effects the development of the individual persons (e.g., Crocket
& Silbereisen, 2000; Trommsdorff, 2002a), and their relations in the family (linked
lives) (Elder, Nguyen, & Caspi, 1985). Family members are interacting in a
context of linked lives which again are affected by the wider socio-economic and
cultural context.
Ongoing socio-demographic changes include increasing longevity and a
related gender gap in life expectancy, decreasing fertility, and increasing
postponement of first child birth, decreasing family stability and increasing
diversity of family structure (due to divorce, single parent-family, second or third
marriage, changing gender relations). Thus the question is, whether and how
intergenerational relations will be affected by these changes.
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Social and economic changes have had considerable impact on
intergenerational relations including vertical or horizontal economic transfers
and investments (e.g., Kohli & Szydlik, 2000), the relationship quality (exchanges,
support, emotional closeness, solidarity between the generations, patterns of
intergenerational assistance, systems of family eldercare), the continuity or
discontinuity of intergenerational relations over time, similarities and differences
between the generation with respect to values and mutual perceptions between
generations, intergenerational solidarity and support, including grandparents
and grandchildren (e.g., Bengtson & Harootyan, 1994; King & Elder, 1997). These
studies deal with intergenerational relations in the field of family sociology and
gerontology. They give an important insight into parent-child relationships over
the life span on the basis of longitudinal data. Here, the different developmental
ages and aspects of stabilities and change in the interpersonal relations of the
aging parents and their adult children are taken into account (e.g., Schaie &
Willis, 1995).
A few studies on these aspects of parent-child relations over the life span are
theoretically based. From an evolutionary theoretical basis the focus has been on
gender and lineage effects on grandparenthood (Rossi & Rossi, 1990). Life course
theory has emphasized past family experiences as factors influencing
intergenerational (e.g., grandparent-grandchild) relationships.

2.3 Parent-Child Relations Over the Life Span in Different Cultural Contexts
A culture-informed approach to parent-child relationship over the life span may
illuminate which factors influence the quality of the relationship and its
continuities and changes over the life span. Cross-cultural studies demonstrate
the heterogeneity of parent-child relations in different age group, revealing
similarities, and variance across cultures. So far, systematic comparative studies
on the life course in various cultural contexts are very rare (see Trommsdorft
2002a). In the following, some studies are presented which may illustrate the
culture-specific qualities of parent-child relations over the life span in different
cultures.
Studies on the parent-child relations in childhood and adolescence in different
cultures demonstrate a considerable variance in several aspects, for example, in
parenting, beliefs, interactions, and relationship quality (e.g., the famous 623

culture-study by Whiting & Whiting, 1975; the volume edited by Roopnarine &
Carter, 1992; the meta-analysis on attachment related interactions by Ijzendoorn
& Kroonenberg, 1988; the systematic analysis of differences in Asian and Western

contexts by Rothbaum, Pott et al., 2000; the review by Trommsdorff & Kornadt,
2003). These studies focus on childhood and adolescence (sometimes referring to
the pre-natal period). The h·ansition of parent-child relations from childhood to
adolescence and the related developmental tasks for children and parents differ
among cultures (cf. the review on anthropological studies by Dasen, in press; the
edited volume by Brown, Larson, & Saraswathi, 2002; or the empirical multicultural study by Trommsdorff, 1995). These studies question the assumption, for
example, that the striving for autonomy is the most relevant task in adolescence
affecting the quality of parent-child relations.
Only a few studies deal with relations between adult children and their old

parents in different cultures and also demonstrate considerable variety. For
example, some anthropological studies on the relations over three generations,
including grandparents, show a considerable diversity among various cultures in
such relationships. The early studies of grandparents' relation to grandchildren by
Radcliffe-Brown (1940) describe these as relaxed ("joking relationship") in
contrast to more tense relations between parents and their children. This result
has been attributed to the more marginal position of grandparents and children
and the related special affinity of members of alternate (as opposed to adjacent)
generations; these can view each other as natural allies against the middle
generation of parents which possesses power and privileges. However, in some
societies, the grandparent-generation has much authority and power over the
parents even after the grandchildren are born. In this case, the relationship of
grandparents and grandchildren will not be as informal and relaxed. In societies
with preference for unilineal descent, the relationship of grandchildren with their
maternal and paternal grandparents differs. Such patterns point out to the effects
of the larger cultural and kinship context, including the socio-economic structure
and the cultural values.
Ikels (1998) summarizes the questions deriving from the observations of
cultural diversity on parent-child relations: "Why is it, [... ] that in some societies
the relationship is characterized by respect and deference, in others by warmth
and affection, and in still others by ribald and insulting behavior on the part of
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both generations?" (p. 41). This underlines the need for theoretical explanations
for cultural differences in parent-child relations over the life span integrating our
knowledge on close relationships and the effect of the cultural context.
Thus, the question for our further steps in studying parent-child relations
over the life span in different cultures is: What are the similarities and differences
in parent-child relationships in various life stages in different cultures, and what
is the psychological basis?
3. Theoretical Approaches on Parent-Child Relations Over the Life Span in
Cultural Context
The widening of the view to a life long perspective on parents and children and
their relationship is relatively new in psychology but not so in family sociology,
gerontology, and life course research where the study "linked lives" of family
members over the life course is contextualized by taking into account the socioeconomic and historical context (e.g., Elder, 1974, 2003; Elder, Caspi, & Burton,
1988). A shortcoming of most research in this area however, is that the
psychological quality of the relationship between parents and children is not
investigated in depth since this is not the primary focus of interest.
A culture-informed theory on parent-child relations over life span should
investigate both: (a) the factors affecting the parent-child relationship, and (b) the
functions of parent-child relationship. The first question focuses on factors which
affect the quality of the relationship in the various life stages, from childhood to
old age. These factors may be life-stage specific, such as the biological
dependence of the infant from the parents, or the instrumental dependence of the
aged parents from their adult children. These factors may also depend on the
personalities of the interacting partners, on the situational and wider socioeconomic context, and the relevant cultural values. The second question focuses
on the effects of parent-child relations for various outcomes (on the individual
and cultural level). Both questions have to take into account universal and
culture-specific factors and relationships.
For the elaboration of such a theory it seems useful to include life course
research and also to take into account social- and developmental psychological
and culture-informed approaches to close relations (Trommsdorff, 2003a, b).
Here it is attempted to integrate relevant theoretical approaches starts from
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classical and recent exchange theoretical approaches in social psychology
(Thibaut & Kelley, 1959; Holmes, 2002), its extension by interdependence theory
(Rusbult & Van Lange, 2003), traditional theoretical approaches to prosocial
motivation and alh'uism (Hoffman, 1988, 1989; Staub, 1984) and its extension by
culture-informed studies (Trommsdorff, Friedlmeier, & Mayer, 2003), h'aditional
attachment theory (Bolwby, 1969; Ainsworth, Blehar, Waters, & Wall, 1978) and
its extension by a culture-informed analyses (Rothbaum, Weisz, Pott, Miyake, &
Morelli, 2000), and furthermore recent culture-psychological approaches basing
on an eco-cultural and on a cultural values approach (Whiting & Whiting, 1975;
Super & Harknes, 1999; Hofstede, 1980, in Druck; Triandis, 1995; Markus &
Kitayama, 1991, 1994; Kaoit<;iba°i, 1996; Rotbaum, Weisz et aL, 2000). In this
presentation, I cannot elaborate on this integrative theory on parent-child
relations in detail; instead I will only focus on three approaches which seem very
fruitful to illustrate my theoretical framework: The value approach
differentiating between values of independence and interdependence and the
related family models by Kaoit<;iba°i (1996); the path model of close relationships
by Rothbaum, Pott et aL (2000); and the model of assurance and security by
Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (2003, April),

3.1 Independence and Interdependence as Basic Values
The relations between values and parent-child relations can be seen on various
levels: cultural values can influence and regulate parent-child relationships over
the life span; parent-child relations can influence the development and change of
value orientation in the child and in the parents, and thus can affect the
transmission of values to the next generation affecting the cultural value system.
Thus, value orientations can be seen as input and output variable but also as a
moderator affecting the quality of the parent child relationship. Accordingly,
values can be studies on various levels: one level are cultural value orientations
represented in cultural meaning systems, rituals and artefacts; another level are
individual value orientations and their impact on belief systems, goals, intentions,
and individual behavior. Thus, the focus of research can either be on the macroor micro- or group-level or on the level of the individual persons (Triandis, 1995;
Matsumoto, 1999).
Cultures and individuals can differ with respect to the shared values and
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beliefs regarding the role of the person in relation to the family and the society. In
certain cultures the person rather experience him/herself as rather separate from
others; in other cultures the person experiences him/herself as interconnected
especially with members of the family and in-group. These different qualities
have been analyzed by the concept of independence and interdependence (Markus &
Kitayama, 1991, 1994). In some cultures a clear preference for independence and
autonomy is highly valued, whereas in other cultures interdependence and
relatedness are preferred. This distinction of culture-specific value orientations
has proven useful for the explanation of cultural differences in self development,
in the development of emotions and cognitions, and the development of
interpersonal interactions and relations (Fiske, Kitayama, Markus, & Nisbett,
1998; Trommsdorff, 2003a), including family systems (Kaoib;iba°i, 1996). It seems
fruitful to study interpersonal relations in general and parent-child relationships
in specific as being influenced by these culture-specific values of independence
and interdependence.
Several aspects of parent-child relationships are especially sensitive for
cultural values. These are related to the value and the role of the child, family,
women, parents, and of old people; furthermore, they are related to the role of
the self, of interpersonal relationships in general and over the life span, and the
value of investment or prosocial behavior.
To give an example for religious values and beliefs related to the parentchild relationship: The Christian religion states in the 10 Laws "Though should
honor your parents" ; and the Confucian belief emphasizes filial piety and
obedience towards the parents. Filial piety has been an important value and
socialization goal in East Asian cultures. In the traditional patriarchal Chinese
family (Ho, 1986) children were expected to be obedient towards their parents
(especially towards their father) throughout their life. The child was traditionally
regarded as the property of the parents. Accordingly, the parents had the right to
demand fulfillment of their wishes by the child, and to punish the child in case of
misbehavior. Though significant changes of these beliefs have occurred, parentchild relationships are still based on the mutual expectation of support: "Parents
have the duty to rear and to educate their children; the children have the duty to
support and assist their parents" (Stevenson et al., 1992, p. 25). This is the content
of an article of the Marriage law in China which also underlines the obligations
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for support of parents to their children, and vice versa, of the adult children
toward their parents.
Role of the child, family, parents and old people. Culture-specific values
regarding the role of children have been reported in various studies (for a
summary, see Kaoit<;ibaoi, 1996; for the Japanese case see KOjima, 1996, 1999). The
cultural values concerning the role of women and the role of family influence
parent-child relations. In many traditional societies, parents and old people
experience high respect; they are treated as authorities, and enjoy high status
since they are believed to symbolize wisdom and authority. The value of the
family is very high; usually extended families prevail, and ancestors are seen as
part of present family life. For example, in Confucian cultures, with increasing
age the social status increases. Also, cultural values differ with respect to the role
of women. In some traditional cultures women are not considered full female
status unless they are mothers and have given birth to a male child. Male
children often are more highly valued since they have to take care of the ancestor
worship and the old parents. For example, according to the traditional patrilineal
structure in China, the relationship between grandparents and their
grandchildren depends on the sex of their child and the sex of their grandchild.
The male children of their son are seen as their h'ue" (in contrast to female
11

"outside") grandchildren. The family lineage will be maintained through the
grandson. Therefore grandparents feel responsible for him and invest in his
upbringing (Stevenson et al., 1992).
In industrialized modern societies the role of women and family has changed
significantly since education is not only bound to male children, and women are
supposed to have a career of their own, not marry, and decide freely whether to
have children and if they have children to live alone or together with the father of
their children. In many Western cultures, especially in the United States, great
emphasis is placed on the importance of the individual and the development as
an independent, self-directed person.
In contrast, in many Asian and also traditional cultures, more importance is
given to the development of interdependent relations between the child and
other family members. The identity of the person is defined according to the
person's status within the family. This can be reflected in the assignment of the
name (family name is put first; seniority and gender are specified). In many East
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Asian countries, the family structure is one basis for parent-child relationships
over the life span. The role of children, parents and females thus are strongly
related to the cultural value of families.
Cultural values of independence and interdependence underlie many
aspects of human development, interpersonal relations, and parent-child
relations in specific. It can be assumed that values of independence allow for
more flexible and instable family and parent-child relations. In contrast, values of
interdependence foster family orientations and obligations; here the individual is
embedded in a tightly knit social network of duties including support of the
parents and children.
In her theoretical model on family relationships in different cultures,
Kaoih;:ibiioi (1996) differentiates among three models. The model of interdependence
which is characterized by extended families, high fertility, high economic value
of children (especially of sons), high loyalty and family orientation, authoritarian
parenting and economic support of parents through children. This model is
widely known in the traditional rural areas of the "Majority World", The model of

independence which is more typical for industrialized western societies is
characterized by a nuclear family structure, low fertility, high status of the
women, low preference for sons, high emotional value and high financial costs of
children, permissive parenting, transfer of financial resources from parents to
children, and low solidarity in the family. Individualistic value orientations in
western industrialized countries. The model of emotional interdependence is
characterized by changing family structure and value orientations as can be
observed in societies in transition. The economic value of children decreases, the
economic dependence between parents and children also decreases, and instead
an emotional interdependence rises while authoritarian parenting is more
pronounced and a combination of autonomy and interdependence takes place.
To give an example, on the relation between interdependence and
independence in changing societies, several studies have pointed out that
modernization has changed the traditionally high status of the aged who have
usually been holding high ranking positions in the family and the society,
receiving respect and providing support to the younger generations based on
wisdom and experience. However, modernization does not necessarily result in a
devalued role of the aged which in turn affects intergenerational relations in
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modernized East Asian countries. The role of the Japanese "honorabl~ elders"
has been described by Palmore and Maeda (1985) as supported by the traditional
Confucian values of seniority and filial piety. (This does not take into account the
difficult role of the retired Japanese males.) These observations are supported by
regular representative studies on Japanese values (e.g., Trommsdorff, Suzuki, &
Sasaki, 1991; The Research Committee on the Study of the Japanese National
Character, 1997). In the same line of reasoning, ancestor worship remains
important in Japan. Also, the three-generation household is more common than
in the United States, and significantly more elderly are living together with their
adult children.

3.2 Developmental Paths in Close Relationships
Starting from cultural differences in parent-child and adult mate relationships,
Rothbaum, Pott et al. (2000) have suggested culture-specific model of
development of close relationships. These authors combine their observations of
cultural differences with respect to basic conflicts and struggles in close relations,
starting with parent-child relations: These can be described by striving for
separation or closeness, for independence or interdependence, for autonomy or
relatedness. Furthermore, conflicting tendencies to follow the goals of the self or
the goals of the other person are typical patterns of cultural differences in close
relationships. The basis for their empirical study are patterns of behavior which
can be seen as typical for different cultures. Thus, the authors describe typical
developmental paths to close relationships by focusing on the United States and
Japan. Their interest is less in describing differences in the importance and
strength but rather in differences in the meaning and dynamics of close
relationships. The authors view the biological predispositions for relatedness as
"passing through cultural lenses" (p. 1123), for example, cultural values that
emphasize interdependence and accommodation or independence and
individuation.
They describe two prototypes (p. 1123): the "symbiotic harmony" which can
be seen in the Japanese mother-child relationship, basing on the mother's
indulgence and the child's amae (dependence on the mother) (see Doi, 1973;
Azuma, 1986; Yamagishi, Cook, & Watabe, 1998). In contrast, they describe the
prototype of "generative tension" as characteristic for the mother-child
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relationship in United States (see descriptions in attachment theory on separation
and proximity seeking).
Starting from these descriptions, the authors suggest changes in the
development of close relations over the life span (see pp. 1124f):
1. Infancy: The opposing processes of separation and reunion versus self-other

union.
2. Childhood: the prioritizing of personal preferences in relationships and
resulting conflicts between self and partner versus adherence to
obligations and to others' expectations.
3. Adolescence: transferabilihJ of attachment from parents to peers leading to
increased distance from parents versus stability of relationships with both
parents and peer.
4. Adulthood: a trust (hope and faith) in relationships which, ironically,
"helps people out of committed relationships" and into new ones versus

assurance about relationships - a role-based, socially supported sense of
commitment (Yamagishi & Yamagishi, 1994, p. 160)."
Rothbaum, Pott et a!. (2000) cite empirical evidence for the development of
these two pathways. In childhood, interdependence in Japan versus
independence in parent-child relationships in the US. is built up. In adolescence,
stable filial piety is the basis for parent-child relations in Japan while conflicting
relations and transfer of close relations from parents to peers is typical in the U.S.
Though the authors focus on parent-child relationships in childhood and
adolescence, their model could well be adapted to further life stages of parentchild relations in adulthood.
Accordingly, an optimal parent-child relationship looks very different in
different cultural contexts. In a western cultural context parent-child relations are
based rather on independence, including partnership, conflicts, negotiation. In
East Asian cultures, parent-child relationships are based on interdependence
including children's obedience, filial piety, compliance with the parents' wishes,
and the obligation to honor parents not only in childhood but beyond. Parentchild relationships are characterized by harmony, cooperation and the obligation
to reciprocate. Thus, quite different relationship qualities characterize parentchild relationships in different cultures.
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3.3 Culture-Specific Meaning of Relatedness and Autonomy
One basic difference between these two models presented by Rothbaum, Pott et
aL (2000) is seen in the" symbiotic harmony" which is based on the concern with
maintaining interdependence and fulfilling obligations and other's expectations
on the one side and the" generative tension" which is based on the concern with
establishing independence and fulfillment of individual goals. Another
difference can be described by the concept of assurance versus trust adopted from
the work of Yamagishi and Yamagishi (1994). While in assurance based cultures,
close kin networks and an incentive structure for members of the in-group build
up a sense of obligation, unconditional loyalty, and filial piety. In contrast, in
security based cultures which are characterized by changing in-groups and weak
group ties, the subjective hope and faith in commitment (in the absence of
assurance), the establishment of contracts or intimacy serve as the basis for
relationships. Here, we can see the very different quality of the two types of
relationships as characterized by different meaning and dynamics of relatedness.
From this point of view, the often used description of parent child
relationships as developing around relatedness and autonomy has to be
accommodated to a culture-informed description of different culture-specific
meanings of relatedness and autonomy. This revised relationship approach goes
beyond assuming a balance between independence and interdependence and
autonomy and relatedness in different cultures as suggested by several authors
(e.g., Kagih;ibasi, 1996; Trommsdorff, 1999). Instead, this approach suggests a
different meaning of both, relatedness and autonomy depending on the cultural
context (Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, 2003).
Empirical data from anthropological and cross-cultural studies have often
dealt with the question of changing primacy of relatedness and autonomy during
development. Empirical data contradict the assumption that adolescents and
young adults universally try to achieve autonomy and independence from their
parents. Several studies, for example, on adolescence in the US have pointed out
that both, autonomy and relatedness, are a necessary basis for the relationship
between adolescent and their parents and therefore can occur together
(Grotevant & Cooper, 1986; Youniss & Smollar, 1985). In the same line but
starting from a culture-informed perspective, Kagit<;ibasi (1996) and
Trommsdorff (1999) have criticized the assumption that the dimension of
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autonomy is characterized by two opposite poles, autonomy and relatedness.
These authors argue that especially in non-Western cultures adolescents may
strive for relatedness without, however, giving up the goal of autonomy in
relation to their parents (Trommsdorff, 1995). Thus, a multidimensional concept
of parent-child relationships was suggested which allows for the combination of
both, autonomy and relatedness depending on the kind of relationship and the
kind of cultural and situation context which gives a certain meaning to autonomy
and relatedness (see also Kagitc;ibasi, 2002; Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003).
From a culture-psychological point of view, such multidimensionality is not
only confined to the combination between relatedness and autonomy but to each of

these concepts (Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, 2003). Both, autonomy and relatedness
have a culture-specific meaning, depending on the context in which these occur.
As Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (2003) have shown, relatedness can be
understood as providing security in the Western context; in a nonwestern, East
Asian context, however, relatedness means assurance (Yamagishi & Yamagishi,
1994).
This different view on relatedness and autonomy may be illustrated in the
following way: Security needs are basic in both cultural contexts, however in the
context of independent selves it makes more sense to negotiate security to come to
an agreement, to choose the kind of relationships according to one's expectation
where security needs can best be fulfilled. Thus relationships are not necessarily
stable. Whereas in a context where socialization to interdependent selves takes
place, assurance is the best way to ascertain fulfillment of security needs. This is
provided in a cohesive and tightly knit group context where clear rules direct
one's behavior and where emotional connections and harmonious relations
provide the basis for experiencing assurance. While in the first mentioned context
of independence, exchange of goods and services is based on trust and
reciprocity; in contrast, in the interdependent context, accommodation to other
persons' needs and the obligation to fulfill those persons' needs that are
embedded in the same in-group of interconnected persons sharing the same
beliefs.
To summarize some differences between the first mentioned and the last
two approaches: While Kagitc;ibasi (1996) rather focuses onfamily relations,
Rothbaum, Pott et a1. (2000) and Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (2003) analyze the
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characteristics of parent-child relations in different cultures. They go beyond an
approach assuming a balance between relatedness and autonomy and
demonstrate that culture-specifies in parent-child relations can be theoretically
explained on the basis of different meanings given to the value of autonomy and
relatedness, and independence and interdependence.
4. Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations in Different Cultures
In the following, an outline of the presently ongoing cross-cultural study on
parent child relations over the life span in different generations is summarized1.
First, the goals and theoretical assumptions, second the methods, and third some
selected empirical findings are presented.

4.1 Goals of the Study
This project thus attempts to be more than just a replication of the previous
Value-of-Children study conducted in the 1970s (Arnold et aL, 1975). Like the
previous study, we regard the issue of intergenerational relationships as important
in times of fundamental demographic and socio-economic change. However,
here, we are going beyond a model assuming that socio-economic conditions can
explain differences in values and fertility. Instead, we start from the above
described complex model on interrelations among socio-economic conditions,
values, parent-child relations and individual decision making. A contextualized
and systematic cross-cultural approach to parent-child relations in different
generations should allow analyzing the different qualitative aspects of parentchild relationships and their function as mediating factors between the cultural
value of children and of the family on the one hand, and the individual
investment (e.g., support) in the older or younger generation on the other hand.
I Parts of this study were supported by grants from the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) to the first author (Tr 169/4-1,2,3). Address
correspondence to: Gisela Trommsdorff, Department of Psychology, Post Box D14,
University of Konstanz, Germany. Phone: +49-(0)7531-88-2917. Fax: +49-(0)7531-88-3039.
E-mail: Gisela.Trommsdorff@uni-konstanz.de.
While the sociological approach takes into account demographic and economic factors,
the welfare system and family structure (Nauck, 2001, 2003), the psychological approach
is dealt with in the present project (Trommsdorff, 2001). Both projects are interconnected
as a joint study on the intergenerational relations in various cultures and are financed by
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.
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The present study on parent-child relations in several generations is
conceived of as contribution to answer the question of whether, why, and how
parents matter in child development and to explain the preconditions and
consequences of parent-child relationships and individual development in
several biologically related generations in cultural context.
Theoretical assumptions: The view taken here is to conceive of parent-child
relations as both: as the product of past development on both sides, the parents
and the children (including their respective individual beliefs and behavioral
preferences), and their past interactions; and as the context in which parent-child
interactions and individual development takes place and which allows to
interpret individual behavior on the part of the parents and of the child.
From an eco-cultural and value-theoretical approach, parents transport the
more general cultural values into the developmental niche of the child and both,
parents and children, influence the parent-child relationship and their future
development. According to this view preconditions for parent-child relationship
are seen in the past socialization experience, the present value system (including
the value of the child, of the parents, of family).
An integrated eeo-cultural and value approach (cf. Trommsdorff & Dasen, 2001;
Dasen in press) is suggested here taking into account ecological and socioeconomic factors and individual value orientations. Beyond the biologically
connectedness, the socio-cultural values of childhood, parenthood, and old age
are assumed to influence the relations between parents and their children over
the life span and among more than one generation. Accordingly, it is assumed
that the relationship pattern is a basis for further interactions which in turn affect
the further development of the parent-child relationship. The emotional quality
of the parent-child relationship is assumed to contribute to mutual trust or
assurance, to the long-ranging goal to foster the well-being of the other person,
and to the experience and the transmission of shared values, interests, and
activities.
One central question focuses on factors which affect the quality of the
relationship in the various life stages, from childhood to old age. These factors
may be life-stage specific, such as the biological dependence of the infant from
the parents, or the instrumental dependence of the aged parents from their adult
children. These factors are assumed to be influenced by the personalities of the
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interacting partners, the situational and wider socio-economic context, and the
relevant cultural values. Another major question focuses on the effects of parentchild relations for various outcomes (on the individual and cultural level). Both
questions are dealt with by taking into account universal and culture-specific
factors and relationships.
A central hypothesis for the present study is that parents' and children's
values are an important factor influencing parenting and the parent-child
relationship. This hypothesis goes beyond the original Value-of-Children study
(Arnold et aL, 1975). Furthermore, iUs expected that the wider ecological and
macro-structure provide constraints and chances for the development of parents'
and children's values and the parent-child relationship (cf. Nauck, 2001, 2003).
The specific characteristics of the persons involved (parents and children) (that is
their past socialization experience including their attachment history) are
expected to influence the parent-child relationship (see Figure 1).
More specifically, individualistic and interdependent value orientations are
assumed to influence the value of children, the value of the family, and aspects of
parent-child relationships which in turn are assumed to influence the quality of
intergenerational attitudes and behavior (of children towards their parents and of
parents toward their children). Thereby the conditions for the kind and quality of
parent-child relations including the investment in the younger and/ or older
generation should be clarified.
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Figure 1
Parent-Child Relations in Three Generations
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Thus, the major goal of the present project is to study universal and culturespecific relationships between general and specific value orientations, the quality
of parent-child relationships, and the intention to support the parents and
children thus affecting the future relationships including its transmission to the
next genera tion_
Cultural comparisons are needed in order to specify the function of culturespecific values for the value of children and of the family which in turn are
assumed to have an impact on intergenerational relationships by mediating
factors such as the quality of parent-child relationships_
This project thus attempts to be more than just a replication of the previous
Value-of-Children study conducted in the 1970s. However, a partial replication
of the former

vac Study will specify the social change with respect to value of

children which has occurred during the past 25 years. In order to study social
changes, the present study includes countries which have been included in the
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former Value-of-Children study.
4.2 Methods: Sample and Instruments

Participating countries. The countries selected are to represent aspects of
individualistic and social oriented cultural values and should represent different
economic status. In the main study, the following countries are included: China,
Germany (West and East), Indonesia, Israel, the Republic of Korea, and Turkey.
(Israel, Nigeria, and China were not included in the first vac study). Further
countries are presently joining: India, Czechoslovakia, and South Africa.
Design and smuple size. The subjects to be included in the main study are
approx. 300 adolescents (m/ f) and their biological mothers as well as approx. 100
grandmothers from these families (biological mothers of these mothers).
Furthermore, a sample of 300 young mothers (the target children should be not
older than 5 years) were interviewed. This design (e.g., including grandmothers)
allows for partial replication of the vac sample plus the study of social change.
Sample description. The samples include persons from urban and rural areas
and persons from middle and low SES Ss in all cultures. The adolescent Ss will be
at least in the 7th grade (see Trommsdorff, 2001; Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2001)
(see Table 1).
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which had to be evaluated on a 4 point scale). Value orientations were measured
according a) the instrument by Singelis (1994) which is supposed to measure the
degree of independence/ interdependence. b) Collectivism/ individualism was
measured by the instrument by Schwartz (1994) including the smaller number of
items. The quality of parent-child relationship was measured according to
Furman and Buhrmester (1985, 1992). Investment in parents was measured, for
example, by the answer to the question: "When your aging mother is in need: (a)
would you become indebted in order to help her, (b) would you give up your
employment in order to help." Furthermore, the participants were asked to
indicate the reason for their decision in order to measure aspects of their

motivation. The same set of core items was used in all three generations and also
in the sample of the young mothers. Furthermore, some specific questions were
added for specific samples (e.g., the adolescents' future orientation). (For the
complete instruments see Trommsorft Nauck, Schwarz, Chakkarath, & Schwenk,
2002a, 2002b, 2002c, 2002d; for the description of the items in the questionnaires
see Schwarz, Chakkarath, Trommsdorff, Scwenk, & Nauck, 2001).

4.3 Selected Results
In the following, some selected results (partly from the pilot and partly from the
main study) are summarized in order to illustrate how the basic model will be
tested.

4.3.1 Changing Value of Children: From Economic to Emotional Values
Results from the pilot study showed that the emotional value of children has
increased in most countries and the economic value of children has decreased in
importance (Trommsdorff, Zengh, & Tardif, 2002). When comparing the two
generations of mothers and grandmothers, this value change is rather similar in
industrialized countries in both generations (e.g., in Japan and Germany)
(Makoshi & Trommsdorff, 2002) while in Turkey and Indonesia grandmothers
rather tend to prefer economic values more than their adult daughters do. These
results are in line with results from the world-wide fertility surveys.
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4.3.2 Attachment and the Relationship between Grandmothers and their Adult
Daug/zters
In order to test possible relationships between attachment and parent-child
relationship quality, we included data (pilot study) from German, Korean, and
Japanese mothers and grandmothers (about N = 30 in each culture) (see Schwarz
& Trommsdorft 200t February). Attachment can be seen as a variable resulting
from specific socialization experiences and parent-child relationship: Attachment
can also be seen as a quasi-stable personality characteristic. Attachment was
measured as Attachment Style Prototypes according to Bartholomew and
Horowitz (1991). The four prototypes of attachment styles represent secure,
dismissive, preoccupied, and fearful attachment. These descriptions were rated
on 5 point scales. The kind and quality of parent-child relationship was measured
as the degree of harmony, closeness warmth, and satisfaction (on a 5-point scale
(with high internal consistencies for the included countries). In all three cultures
(Germany, Korea, Japan) the ratings for the secure attachment were highest as
compared to the other prototypes.
The secure attachment style showed no relation with the quality of the four
family relationships. (This was probably due to the low variance in secure
attachment in all groups.) However, in line with our expectations, the least
preferred insecure attachment styles were significantly negative related with the
relationship quality. In the Korean and German sample, this negative relation
occurred for preoccupied attachment, and in the Japanese sample for dismissive
attachment.
To summarize, these results indicate that the differences in the culturespecific patterns of a negative relation between least preferred attachment style
and family relationship may be an effect of underlying cultural value orientations
of interdependence and independence. The Japanese mothers and grandmothers
experience a negative relationship quality in case of a dismissive attachment
since this presumably is in contrast to the culture-specific value and normal
experience of group harmony and intra family emotional closeness.
4.3.3 Similarities and Differences Between the Generations With Respect to
Developmental Goals
·An,nI"M," .. indicator for relationship quality may be seen in the similarity and
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difference with respect to socialization goals. We assumed that less difference

between mothers and their biological mothers (grandmothers) would occur in
countries were independence is less important and interdependence is more
highly valued and analyzed the data from the pilot study comparing German,
Korean and Indonesian samples (Schwarz & Trommsdorff, 2001; February;
Schwarz, Trommsdorff, & Chakkarath, 2003; Schwarz, Trommsdorff, &
Chakkarath, 200). We started from the assumption that more differences between
the generations may occur in those cultures undergoing a transition to modernity.
In a period of transition, the older generation prefers traditional values more
than the younger generation. Thus, value change may be indicated by
intergenerational differences in value orientation. Parental goals with respect to
developmental timetables of their children (the preferred age levels for the
children showing a certain behavioral competence) may serve as a relevant value
orientation. As a matter of fact, significant differences in nearly all estimates at
which age the child should be able to achieve a certain goal (e.g., help in
household, spend own money etc.) occurred in the cross-cultural comparisons:
Korean and Indonesian mothers and grandmothers expected the child to make
these achievements at a later age. Furthermore, the differences between mothers'
and grandmothers' expectations were higher as compared to the German dyads
while no difference for Indonesian dyads occurred (see Schwarz & Trommsdorff,
2001, February). These results demonstrate that disagreements between the
generation of the grandmother and mother are more pronounced in a culture
which is undergoing significant changes towards modernity. These changes may
have further impact on the family structure and parent-child relationships.

4.3.41ntergenerational Relations and Support
The next question dealt with the behavioral aspects of intergenerational relations.
In one study we analyzed cultural differences with respect to the quality of
relationship and reciprocity in support between adult daughters and their
mothers (Schwarz et aL, 2001; 2003). First, high correlations occurred between the
presently experienced quality of the relationship and the remembered
socialization experiences (e.g., mothers' sensitivity). Second, cultural differences
occurred with respect to the effect ofreciprocity (with respect to past experience
of help and support by adult daughters/mothers) on the relationship quality:
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Indonesian adult daughters who gave more than they received from their
mothers evaluated the relationship to their mother as more positive. The reverse
relation occurred for the Korean sample: adult daughters who gave more than
they received from their mothers had a more negative evaluation of the
daughter-mother relationship. This result can be explained as an effect of
changing values in Korea where the material value of children for ageing parents
has changed more than is the case in Indonesia. This result is in line with the
model by Kaoib;ibaoi (1996) taking into account the decreasing material value of
children in societies undergoing the transition to modernity.
In another study, we have focused on the factors influencing intended
support for old aged parents in different cultures. Here, the underlying
theoretical question was: In how far is support for aged parents based on past
socialization experience or on the present emotional qualities of the relationship
to the parents (see Trommsdorff, 2003a; Albert & Trommsdorff, 2003)?
cultural similarities and differences with respect to the intended
support for old parents were analyzed. The results showed cultural differences in
support between German and Japanese adult daughters regarding the variable
"willingness to become indebted to help parents", but not in the variable "taking
frail mother in own house and partly giving up employment". German adult
daughters were more willing than their Japanese counterparts to become
indebted in order to help parents.
Second, we studied the relation between adult daughters' socialization
experiences and their intended support for their parents. Both German and
Japanese adult daughters showed more intended support for their mothers in
case that they had experienced more sensitivity of their mothers in their earlier
development.
Third, we studied the relation between the mother-daughter relationship
quality and the intended support for the old mother. The results showed that the
quality of the present emotional mother-daughter relationship as reported by
Japanese and German adult daughters was related to their intended support for
their old mothers. However, for German as compared to Japanese adult
daughters', their emotional relation to their mother was significantly more
related to the degree of intended support (investment by taking frail mother in
own house and partly giving up employment). These results demonstrate the
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culture-specific effect of emotional relationship quality and its culture-specific
function for investment in old parents.
Fourth, we examined the relation between family interdependence and
intended support. The analyses showed significant correlations between family
interdependence and intended support for old mothers only in the German
sample of adult daughters.
Fifth, according to attachment theory, we assumed that secure attachment of
adult daughters was related to higher support for their old parents. As a matter
of fact, in the Japanese sample, secure attachment was correlated positively with
intergenerational investment. This did not occur for the German sample.
In order to test the hypothesis on the culture-specific effects of the
relationship quality and attachment, stepwise regression analyses were carried
out. Indeed, culture-specific effects of these two variables on the investment in
aged mothers occurred. Japanese and German adult daughters invested in their
old parents on the basis of different factors: Adult daughters' experience of their
mothers' sensitivity in the socialization predicted the Japanese adult daughters'
intended support, and the present emotional relationbetween adult daughters
and their mothers as well as family interdependence of the adult daughter
predicted the German adult daughters' intended support of their ageing mothers.
For both samples, the adult daughters' experience of their mothers' sensitivity in
the socialization was related to support, however, for the German sample this
relation was mediated by the present emotional mother-daughter relation (see
Figure 2).
Sixth, we examined the willingness of support the other way round from
aged mothers to their adult daughters. The results showed that Japanese
mothers' willingness to help their adult daughters was rather related with their
secure attachment while for German mothers it was related with their emotional
relationship quality to their daughters. These results underlined our assumption
that there are cultural differences in the function of attachment and relationship
quality for intended support.
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Figure 2
Factors Related to Adult Children's Support for Old Parents (Mothers)

, secure attachment of adult

'\ emotional relation between
adult daughter and her mother

, adult daughter's experience of
I mother's sensitivity

I

Support for old parents •

emotional relation between
, adult daughter and her mother
adult daughter's experience of
, mother's sensitiv ity

To summarize, our results showed significant differences between adult
daughters in Japan and Germany with respect to support of parents as an aspect of
intergenerational relationship. The willingness to support the older parents was
influenced by culture, socialization, attachment, aspects of the relationship
quality, and family interdependence. In both cultures, each, the relationship of
adult daughters and their mothers, and the adult daughters' secure attachment
have a different function for the intention to support their old parents. For the
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Japanese adult daughters (and their mothers) secure attachment was relevant,
and for the German adult daughters (and their mothers) high quality of their
relation to their own mother was most predictive for their intention to support
their old parents. For German adult daughters also family interdependence was
related to intended support. For German and for Japanese adult daughters, the
remembered experience of their mothers' sensitivity in the past was influential
for the willingness to support the old mother, but in the German sample the
intention to support was mediated by the present emotional mother-daughter
relation. These results are in line with the theoretical framework by Rothbaum,
Pott et al., (2000) and who assume that in a culture where parent-child
relationships can by described by "symbiotic harmony" as compared to
"generative tension" and Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (2003) who deal with the
culture-specific meaning of relatedness which is assumed to be associated with
security and assurance in different ways. For the German dyads, a special
positive quality (based on emotional warmth) is necessary to predict the
intention of support. In Japan, the quality of the relationship is "assured";
therefore, its quality does not significantly contribute to (and mediate)
investments and support. However, for the Japanese case, the individual
attachment security of adult daughters is influential for the prediction of their
supporting their mothers. Parent-child relationships obviously entail culturespecifies which are organized around basic values of security and assurance and
which are affecting the meaning of relatedness.

4.3.5 Mutual Perception of Relationship Quality in Different Cultures: A Test of the
"Intergenerational Stake Hypothesis"
Goals of the study. The aim of this study was to analyze the quality of the
relationships of adult daughters with their mothers in cultures which differ with
respect to sodo-economic conditions and cultural values (Trommsdorff &
Schwarz, 2003). It was attempted to test the general hypothesis that parents and
their children systematically differ with respect to the perception of their
relationship as described by the literature on "intergenerational stake". A
systematic bias has been reported several decades ago by Bengtson and Kuypers
(1971) with respect to the perception of the parent-child relationship in studies on
middle-aged parents and their adolescent children. Parents consistently reported

46

higher levels of closeness and harmony in the parent-child relation as compared
to their children. The authors have explained such systematic differences as a
result of different developmental concerns of each generation which were
assumed to affect a different" stake" in the intergenerational relationship. Parents
were assumed to be more interested in a stable continuation of positive
relationships in the family including continuity of values and therefore overstate
the positive aspects of their relationship with their children. In contrast,
adolescent and adult children were assumed to achieve autonomy and become
independent from their parents thus feeling less commitment to the parent-child
relationship and tending to point out to negative aspects in their relationship to
their parents.
The cross-generational perceptual difference is explained by both,
differential investment and also by differential development. Giarusso, Stallings,
and Bengtson (1995) have examined the intergenerational stake hypothesis in a
longitudinal study of grandparents, parents and young adult children 20 years
after the first measurement, including dyadic parent-child data of perception
(with respect to contact, support, and conflict) in addition to individual data on
the same aspects of relationship, and taking into account the full life course and
gender differences.
In the present study we start from a culture-specific view on parent-child
relations. It is assumed here that the quality and the perception of parent-child
relations should be influenced by culture-specific value orientations. Parent-child
differences in line with the "intergenerational stake" hypotheses are expected in
a context preferring independence and" generative tension" as compared to a
context preferring interdependence and" symbiotic harmony" .
Methods. Therefore, we studied German and Indonesian samples that can be
assumed to differ with respect to this value orientation. This study is part of the

main study, the multi-country comparison of "Value-of-children and
,Intergenerational Relations" (Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2001). The sample consisted
100 mothers and their adult daughters from Germany and Indonesia (total N

=

Mothers and daughters were interviewed with respect to value orientations,
the evaluation of the present mother-daughter relationship.
Results. Our results demonstrated clear differences in value orientations
hoh'A1ac.T'I

German and Indonesian samples: Indonesian mothers favored to a
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significantly higher extent values of interdependence than German mothers. Also,
the Indonesian mothers were less individualistic and more col1ectivistic as
compared to German mothers while not differences occurred with respect to
independence. The comparisons of the adult daughters revealed that the
Indonesian adult daughters favored values of collectivism and interdependence
significantly more than the German daughters while no differences occurred
with respect to individualism. The overall higher individualism/independence
of the German sample in contrast to the higher collectivism/ interdependence of
the Indonesian sample documented the validity of the selection of different
cultural samples. This result also shows that value orientations do no only
represent one single dimension with two poles (see the critical comments by
Kaoit~ibaOi,

1996; Oyserman, Coon, & Kemmelmeier, 2002) but rather describe

culture-specific patterns of relative preferences. This is in line with the arguments
suggested by Rothbaum, Weisz et al., 2000 and Rothbaum & Trommsdorff (2003).
The study of single values does not give insight into the culture-specific pattern
of value orientations.
Also, for three out of four indicators for the qualihJ of intergenerational

relationship, an overall difference of culture occurred. German as compared to the
Indonesian women reported less Intimacy, less Admiration, and more Emotional
support given to the daughter.
With respect to the intergenerational stake hypothesis, the German mothers
reported more intimacy and less conflict than their adult daughters, while the
two generations within the Indonesian sample did not differ. This result is in line
with our expectation that intergenerational differences in the perception of the
relationship quality only occur in more individualistic cultures where values of
independence prevaiL In Indonesia an intergenerational difference occurred for
emotional support: emotional support given by the mother was more frequently
reported by mothers than their adult daughters.
Intergenerational relations can be analyzed by mean differences. However,
these means may be based on different patterns of relationship quality. Therefore,
we carried out a cluster analysis including difference scores of the four indicators
of relationship quality. The results revealed three clusters. Only one cluster was
consistent with the intergenerational stake hypothesis: In 35% of the whole
sample mothers perceived the relationship more positive than the daughter. A
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second cluster comprised 39% of the mother-daughter dyads and can be
characterized as the opposite pattern, where daughters perceived the relationship
more positive than the mothers. A third cluster comprised 26% of the dyads and
was characterized by low Intimacy of the mother compared to the daughter. We
interpreted this last pattern as a tendency of the mother towards less selfdisclosure. Though not statistical significant, slightly more Indonesian dyads
belonged to the last cluster.
Cluster 1 fitted best to the intergenerational stake hypothesis: mothers as
compared to their adult daughters had a more positive view concerning Intimacy,
Admiration, and Emotional support while both generations agreed about
Conflict in the relationship. Cluster 2 can be characterized as the opposite of
cluster 1 and was best described as "Daughter perceives the relationship more
positive than the mother". This was true for Intimacy, Admiration, and
Emotional support but not for Conflict. In this cluster, adult daughters reported
more Conflicts than the mothers, though the mean difference was not high.
Cluster 3 was characterized by a high negative discrepancy between Intimacy
reported by mothers and Intimacy reported by daughters. Since these items
assessed how much self-disclosure the respective person was willing to show,
Cluster 3 reflects dyads with a mother who showed less self-disclosure. At the
same time, the dyads in this cluster showed several characteristics which were
consistent with the intergenerational stake hypothesis: The mothers in Cluster 3
reported less Conflict, more Admiration and more Emotional support than their
daughters. A Chi2-test (cross-table with cluster assignment and culture) did not
reveal significant differences between the German and the Indonesian samples;
however, the Indonesian dyads tend to be overrepresented in Cluster 3. These
analyses point out that the study of simple mean differences in intergenerational
differences conceals complex patterns of mothers' and daughters' perspectives on
the relationship. The patterns which we have found in our study showed some
culture specific characteristics.
In order to understand these patterns in more detail, we included value
orientations in further analyses in order to explain the cultural variations in
intergenerational differences. As reported above, Indonesian as compared to
German mothers and their adult daughters favored values of interdependence
and collectivism more, and they favored values of individualism less. We
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attempted to predict the cluster membership on the basis of multinomiallogistic
regressions. The (first) cluster which was consistent with the intergenerational
stake hypothesis was chosen as the reference group. The multinomiallogistic
regression estimates simultaneously the likelihood of a dyad to belong to the
"daughter more positive" -Cluster or the "less self-disclosure of mother" -Cluster
versus the "intergenerational stake" -Cluster (first cluster). The coefficients
indicate the tendency of the dyad to belong to the "intergenerational stake"Cluster. Culture and geographical distance were included as control variables
(geographical distance and contact frequency were highly correlated). Only
mothers' collectivism had a significant effect. The likelihood of a dyad to belong
to the "intergenerational stake" -Cluster versus the "less self-disclosure of
mother" -Cluster was influenced by maternal collectivism. (The likelihood to
belong to the inter genera tiona I stake" -Cluster instead of the "daughter more
If

positive" -Cluster was neither effected by maternal collectivism, nor by
geographical distance, nor by culture.)
Thus, the individual value orientations did not show strong correlations with
the patterns of mother-daughter perspectives on the relationship. Only maternal
collectivism was correlated with a higher likelihood to belong to the cluster
where mothers showed less self-disclosure.
Finally, it has to be discussed why the Intergenerational Stake Hypothesis
was only confirmed in the respective cultures with respect to certain aspects: in
the German sample with respect to intimacy and conflict and in Indonesian
sample with respect to emotional support given by the mother. The items on
intimacy in the parent-child relationship refer to the tendency of the participants
to engage in self-disclosure open themselves (talk about personal experiences).
Self-disclosure has often been described as more prevalent in individualistic than
in collectivistic cultures. This communication style seems to be less acceptable in
collectivistic cultures where hierarchical relations and clear role definitions
regulate interactions. Our results show that this pattern can be replicated for
adult mother-child relations in our Indonesian and German samples: less
maternal self-disclosure is more typical among dyads with collectivistic mothers.

In line with the often reported cultural value of harmony in the Javanese
family, less Conflict between Indonesian mothers and daughters occurred; here
the dyads did not differ in their respective evaluations. Furthermore, filial piety
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and values of seniority foster the respect for the older generation; thus the adult
children experience relatively less conflicts with their parents. Our results show
that Indonesian daughters report less conflict with their mothers than German
daughters. With regards to other aspects of the relationship, like the emotional
support the mother has given to her daughter, the Indonesian mother's reports
turned out to be more positive than those of their daughter. This is in line with
the cultural values of prosocial orientation to the kin. To give support and help to
the children is part of the Javanese ethics (Magnis-Suseno, 1997).
To summarize, the Intergenerational Stake Hypothesis was only confirmed

with respect to intimacy and conflict in the German sample. It therefore seems to
be too simple to assume that parents view the relationship to their children
always more positive than the children.
Instead, the effects of the cultural context on the intergenerational relationship,
and the culture-specific patterns of parent-child relationships have to be taken
into account.
The way parents and children perceive their relationship can differ. These
mutual perceptions may be affected by past experience, future-oriented
expectations, social comparison processes (with other parent-child dyads), and
person variables. Beyond these, cultural values are gUiding the mutual
perception and also the verbal reports. Therefore, a focus on value orientations
seems to be a promising start.
Differences in value orientations with more individualistic, independent
orientations in the German, and more collectivistic, interdependent orientations
in the Indonesian sample were in line with our expectations. However, the
correlations of the value orientations with patterns of intergenerational
differences were not strong except for the relation between mothers' preference
of collectivistic values and less maternal self-disclosure (cluster 3). In general, our
results rather point out to different patterns of intergenerational relations which
partly overlap with cultural membership and value orientation
When comparing samples with different preference of collectivistic and
independence values in such socio-cultural contexts which are undergoing
massive changes, one should take into account different patterns in collectivism
and independence which may be adaptive for the ongoing change and which
affects the parent-child relationship. As Rothbaum, Pott et al (2000) have pointed
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out, autonomy or relatedness have a different meaning according to the
dominant cultural values, e.g., of security or assurance. Thus a culture-specific
focus on these values may clarify different patterns (in the perception) of
intergenerational relations.

5. Summary and Conclusions
The empirical results presented here are based on our first analyses of the data
from the cross-national Value of Children-Study which focuses on parent-child
relations over three generations. Further analyses are needed to better
understand the cultural differences as well as similarities in intergenerational
relationships. These analyses will in general follow the theoretical model which
underlies the ongoing VOC study (see Trommsdorff, 2001). In order to explain
the parent-child relationship quality, contextual and person variables will be
taken into account; on this basis the question will be dealt with in how far the
individual value orientations will be transmitted to the next generation and affect
the quality of the relationship between parents and their children over the life
span.
This question results from observations of major socio-economic
environment and related demographic changes and related problems with
respect to intergenerational relations. The qualih) and function of the parent-child

relationship over the life span in cultural context is therefore an important issue for
future research. Parents and their children are connected by a relationship which
changes according to the developmental stage and other personal and contextual
factors. Studies on parent-child relationship can therefore provide information
about whether this relationship is related to certain beliefs and interaction
processes, by which qualities it is characterized, and whether it influences further
development. The present study attempts to analyze effects of cultural context
and individual values on parent-child relationships including support in old
parents. So far, it seems necessary to clarify the role of value orientations (such as
the value of the child, values of family, values of independence and
interdependence, collectivism, individualism), the socialization experiences
(including parenting and attachment) and the relation among these variables
with parent-child relations in different generations (from the perspective of both,
parents and their children).
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50 far, preliminary results have pointed out to the role of social change for
aspects of changing intergenerational relations. The effects of social change could
be traced in the cultural differences for the preference of developmental goals,
and the mutual perception of the relationship. 50 far it is not clear whether our
results on generational differences in values, goals, and mutual perceptions of
the relationship indicate a specific (possibly changing) quality of the parent-child
relationship which may effect the transmission of values to the next generation.
Another question is whether attachment and the emotional quality of parentchild relationship have culture-specific functions for the intended support of the
older parents as indicated by results from the pilot study. This may be a first
approach for empirically testing the theoretical notion of culture-specific
developmental paths for parent-child-relationships over the life span contrasting
"symbiotic harmony and generative tension" (Rothbaum, Po tt, et al., 2000). This
may also allow a better understanding of the culture-specific meaning of
relatedness in the context of assurance and security (see Rothbaum &
Trommsdorff, 2003).
Whether the intergenerational relations will follow a different path in the
course of socio-cultural change in different cultures needs to be investigated in
future research. It is assumed that environmental changes will influence
intergenerational relations and the other way round.
Still, the related demographic changes presumably constitute the most urgent
global environmental problem.
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