
Aus der Profession 

I Veranstaltungskalender J 
European Sociological Association 
(ESA): Taguog .European Society or 
European Societies?" 

In Zusammenarbeit mit drei portugiesi
schen Universitaten, bzw. Forschungs
eimichtungen und def Portugiesischen 
Gesellschaft fUr Soziologie (APS), rich
tet die European Sociological Association 
(ESA) vom 2. bis 5. September 2009 eine 
Tagung in Lissabon (Portugal) zum The
ma "European Society or European 
Societies?" aus. 
Wie def Webseite def DGS zu entnehmen 
ist, gilt diese Tagung mit zwei- his drei
tausend erwarteten Teilnehmern als 
groBte Zusammenkunft von SoziologIn
nen in Europa. Der Fokus der Tagung liegt 
auf der europaischen Gesellschaft, die 
einerseits zunehmend zusamrnenge
wachsen, gleichsam aber auch zuneh
mend zersplittert erscheint. Beispiels
weise wird diskutiert, ob das Modell des 
Nationalstaats zur Erforschung der eUfQ
paischen Gesellschaft durch andere, 
geeignetere Perspektiven ersetzt werden 
kann. Dariiber hinaus ist es Ziel der 
Tagung, ein Netzwerk zwischen Soziolo
glnnen verschiedener Lander und Tradi
rionen zu spannen und herauszuarbeiten, 
in wie weit dieses einen Beitrag dazu leis
ten kann, Europa als sozio-politischen 
Raum besser zu verstehen. Weitere Infor
mationen zur Tagung, sowie zur Anmel
dung konnen auf der eigens eingerichte
ten Homepage eingesehen werden: 
www.esa9thconference.com. 

Fachgruppe Piidagogische Psychologie 
der Deutschen Gesellschaft fUr Psy
chologie (DGPs): 12. Fachtagung Pa
dagogische Psychologie 

Die Fachgruppe Piidagogische Psycholo
gie der Deutschen Gesellschaft fijr Psy-

chologie veranstaltet zusamrnen mit der 
Universitiit des Saarlandes vom 7. bis 9. 
September 2009 die 12. Fachtagung 
Padagogische Psychologie in Saarbrii
cken. Inhaltlich gibt es keinen Schwer
punkt, doch wird die Tagung gerahmt von 
den Hauptrednem Prof. leroen van Mer
rienboer (Open Universiteit Nederland), 
Prof. Andrew Martin (University of Syd
ney) und Prof. Heinz-Elmar Tenorth 
(Humboldt-Universitiit zu Berlin). Alle 
lnformationen zurTagung, zum Tagungs
ort und zu Organisatorischem sind auffol
gender Homepage zu finden: www.uni
saarland.de/fak5/ezwlP AEPS-2009. 

DGfE, Sektion Empirische Bildungs
forschung, Kommission Bildungsorga
nisation, Bildungsplanung, Bildungs
recbt (KBBB): "Evaluation, Bildung 
und Gesellschaft" 

Vom 8. bis 9. Oktober 2009 findet in 
Miinster (Fiirstenberghaus) die Herbstta
gung der Kommission Bildungsorganisa
tion, Bildungsplanung, Bildungsrecht in 
Kooperation mit der Gesellschaft fUr Eva
luation (DeGEval) statt. Das Schwer
punktthema der Tagung .. Evaluation, Bil
dung und GeseJIschafr ' zielt zunachst auf 
die Beobachtung ab, dass die Idee der Eva
luation in den vergangenen lahren verstiirkt 
auch im Bildungswescn Fun gefasst hat. 
Schulinspektionen, Schulleistungsstu
dien. Rankings. Akkreditierungsverfah
ren, Giitesiegel, QualitatsentwickIungs
initiativen etc. sind nur einige Beispiele 
dieser Entwicklung. Die Grundannahme, 
durch soIche Evaluationen lieBe sich die 
padagogische Arbeit zielgerichteter, 
effektiver und effizienter gestalten, soli auf 
der Tagung einer kritischen Priifung 
unterzogen werden. Es wird unter anderem 
thematisiert, ob und in wie weir mogli
cherweise negative nichtintendierte 
Effekte durch Evaluationen auftreten 
konnen und ob das Evaluieren in Bil-

I Tagungsberichte 

Report on the Workshop "Value of 
Children and Intergenerational Rela
tions: European and Asian Perspecti-

ves" in the framework of the Annual 
Asia-Europe Workshop Series 20071 
2008, taken place from May, 30-June, 
I, 2008, at the University of Konstanz, 
Konstanz, Germany 

Overview of the Workshop. 
The international workshop on .. Value of 
Children and IntergenerationaI Rela
tions: European and Asian Perspectives" 
has taken place from the 30" of May to 
the 1st of June 2008 at the University of 
Konstanz, Germany, within the frame
work of the Annual Asia-Europe Work
shop Series 2007/2008 funded by the 
Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the 
European Alliance for Asian Studies 
(Asia Alliance). Renowned scientists as 
well as young researchers from eight 
European and five Asian countries pres
ented and discussed their work on gene
ral and domain-specific value orienta
tions with regard to children and family, 
as well as on intergenerational family 
relations in different cultural contexts. The 
workshop was organised by Dr. Isabelle 
Albert (University of Luxembourg, 
Luxembourg), Dipl.-Psych. Boris Mayer 
(University of Konstanz, Germany) and 
Prof. Or. Gang Zheng (Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, Beijing, China). The work
shop was connected to the cross-cultural 
and interdisciplinary project "Value-of
Children and Intergenerational Relations 
(VOC-IR)" funded by the German Re
search Foundation (DFG) and carried out 
by Prof. Dr. Gisela Trommsdorff, Uni
versity of Konstanz, and Prof. Dr. Bern
hard Nauck, Chemnitz University of 

Technology, Germany, as principal 
investigators. The primary focus of the 
Yalue-of-ChildrenllntergenerationaI Rela
tions-Project is on European-Asian com
parisons of child· and family related 
value orientations as well as their role for 
intergenerational relationships. 

Programme and Contributions 
The workshop started with a welcome 
address by the Vice President of the Uni
versity of Konstanz, Prof. Or. Brigitte 
Rockstroh. After a short introduction to the 
workshop by the organizers, the thematic 
sessions started. These were organized 
into three parts: 

http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:bsz:352-175732


I) Value of Children in Cultural Context 
2) lntergenerational Relations in Cultural 

Context 
3) Cross-cultural Perspectives on Value of 

Children and Intergenerational Rela
tions 

The first part concentrated on the topic of 
'Value of Children in Cultural Context'. 
The papers in this first section dealt with 
changes of child- and family-related 
values, focussing on distinct European and 
Asian countries in different stages of 
modernization and transition. These 
family-related values were also partly 
related to different fertility rates in the dif
ferent countries. 
The first paper was presented by Ivo Moz
ny (Czech Republic) dealing with "Some 
Changes in Value of Children in a Chan
ging Czech Society". The author stated 
that in the Czech Republic family patterns 
have significantly changed in the last 
years with falling birth rates and a rising 
age of women at the birth of their first 
child. At the same time, more children are 
born out of wedlock, and divorce rates are 
rising, too. However, the analyses of the 
data collected on "Value of Children" indi
cated that parenthood is generally still seen 
as an important part of life. Especially for 
women, the educational status is related 
to their attitudes towards parenthood: On 
the one hand, educated women have a 
much stronger feeling that motherhood is 
an obstacle to their career and a limitation 
of their freedom, and they feel the constant 
presence of children to be the source of 
strain. On the other hand, working-class 
women were almost twice as likely as the 
university-educated to feel that one needs 
to have children in order to be happy. 
Across the entire study the cautious, hesi
tant, and reserved attitude towards paren
thood was generally more widespread 
among the educated, and less common in 
the working-class population (especially 
among working-class women). 
The second paper in this section was 
presented by MakolO Kobayashi (Japan), 
who gave a talk on his work entitled 
"voc Study in Japan: Cross-Cultural 
Comparison and Culture-Specific Cha
racteristics". He underlined the particular 
and unique position of Japan among the 
countries participating in the VOC study, 

because Japan is a highly industrialized 
country with at the same time a coIlecti
vist and family-centred socio-cultural 
background. This combination is especi
ally relevant as far as the study on value 
socialisation is concerned. The author 
stated two contradictory tendencies of 
today's Japanese youth: on the one hand, 
rather conservative tendencies which 
include a preference for social stability, 
patriotism and traditional values are 
observed; on the other hand, an emphasis 
of individualistic values such as creativi
ty, privacy, freedom, or leisure time is 
found. Regarding the results of the VOC 
study, Japanese grandmothers identified 
themselves stronger with their family 
compared to younger generations. Also, 
Japanese adolescents showed rather posi
tive attitudes towards traditional family 
values, whereas their mothers tended to 
share more individualistic values. It has 
to be investigated in further detailed ana
lyses, whether this result reflects a new 
conservatism of adolescents or whether the 
high importance offamily reflects the ado
lescents' age-specific dependency on the 
protection by their family. The lower 
family values of mothers may be related 
to the fact that the mothers are directly res
ponsible for the management of family 
issues and therefore tend to underline 
their personal freedom. In general, value 
orientations are reflected in attitudes 
towards parenting. In the Japanese VOC 
study, both Japanese grandmothers and 
mothers stressed sociable parenting goals 
such as being popular with others and 
being a good person. But there was a 
clear generational difference as far as the 
obedience and academic performance of 
the child are concerned, which were both 
more highly valued by grandmothers 
compared to mothers. This result seems 
to correspond with the non-authoritarian 
and more individually-oriented life style 
of the younger generation. In sum, the sig
nificance of the ongoing social change in 
Japanese society was indicated by the pre
liminary results of the Japanese VOC stu
dy and will be examined in more detail in 
the future. 
Next, Daniela Klaus and lana Suckow 
(Germany) presented a paper dealing 
with "Social Change and Decrease in 

Fertility in Turkey: the Value of Children 
as the Explanatory Link". The aim of this 
paper was to find explanations for the con- . 
tinuing decrease of fertility rates in Tur
key over the last years. As especially lar
ge numbers of children per family are 
becoming more seldom, a closer look 
was taken with regard to the transition to 
the third child in Turkish families. The 
paper identified two dimensions of bene
fits from having children as well as two 
dimensions of costs, which may be sub
sumed under comfort/self-esteem (e.g., 
"children bring partners closer together" 
as positive aspect, and "children create 
problems in public" as negative aspect), 
and affect/stimulation (e.g., "children 
increase your responsibility and help you 
to develop" as positive aspect, and "being 
concerned about child's future" as a 
negative one). Concentrating on the like
lihood of having a third child in Turkish 
families, analyses of the VOC data show
ed that parents have a higher probability 
of having a third child, the higher they rate 
benefits of the comfort/esteem di
mension, while the number of children 
decreases the higher parents evaluate 
benefits regarding affect/stimulation and 
the higher they rate child costs. This 
result is in accordance with basic as
sumptions of the value-of-children 
model: values related to economic-utili
tarian needs ("comfort") that children can 
fulfil are predictive of a higher fertility 
while values related to emotional needs 
("affect") are negatively related to fertili-

was mostly expressed by adolescents 
from lower socioeconomic strata living in 
both rural as well as urban areas. The 
second issue the authors concentrated on 
was the support that adolescents are wil
ling to provide for their parents in daily 
household chores. Most Indohesian ado
lescents said they would help their 
parents if they requested it instead of 
going out with friends (as originally 
planned). The reasons to do so were 
mostly norm-oriented, only few adoles
cents indicated to help out of empathy and 
emotions or reciprocity. These results 
underline the high importance of interge
nerational solidarity and high interdepen
dence in Indonesian families. 
As the final paper in this section, Danie
la Barni (Italy) presented some results on 
the "Value of Children in Italy: A Com
parison Among Adolescents, Their 
Parents, and Their Grandmothers." She 
found a two-dimensional structure of the 
"Value of Children" instrument in Italy 
with satisfactory internal consistency. the 
dimensions representing sociaVutilitarian 
vahje of children and emotional value of 
children. Emotional value of children 
was altogether rated as more important 
than social/utilitarian value of children by 
all generations studied. All in all, grand
mothers rated both value of children 
dimensions highest. While boys rated the 
sociaVutilitarian value of children higher 
than girls, the opposite was true for emo. 
tional value of children. Regarding the 
intergenerational transmission of the 
values attributed to children, a dyadic 
approach was applied. Results indicated 
a higher parent -child discrepancy with res
pect to sociaVutilitarian value of children 
than with respect to emotional value of 
children, especially between parents and 
sons (while the differences between 
parents and daughters were less pro
nounced). In order to take into account 
shared societal values as well, pseudo
dyads were created. A presumably higher 
societal sharing of emotional value of chil
dren compared to sociaVutilitarian value 
of children was indicated by the compa
rison of the pseudo-dyads with actual 
dyads regarding the intergenerational 
discrepancies. These results do not only 
give insight into the dimensional strucl1l. 

ty. Of special interest is that these relations 
seem to be especially valid in case of 
having more than two children. 
Peter R. Nelwan, Lieke Wisnubrata, 
Kusdwiratri Setiono, and Samsunuwijati 
Maral (Indonesia) reported on "Reasons 
for Having Children in Indonesia". Their 
report focussed on the gender preference 
of adolescents (in case they could have 
only one child). Almost half of the Indo
nesian adolescents participating in the 
VOC study reported no gender preferen-
ce regarding their future children. More 
than half of these adolescents gave reli
gious reasons for their opinion that 
having a boy or girl as a child is just the 
same (because the gender of the child is 
god-given). Furthermore, this opinion 



re and into intergenerational differences 
with regard to the value of children in Ita
ly: in addition to that, the author employ
ed an innovative methodology to capture 
the intergenerational transmission of 
values that allows to separate genuine 
intra-familial similarities from similarities 
based on shared societal values. 
Altogether, the presentations of the 
workshop's first part draw a picture of a 
shift from more traditional to more indi
vidualistic values across time and across 
generations. However, the family is still 
important for younger generations in spi
te of inter genera tiona I differences, and the
re is also transmission of values between 
generations. Also, a link between value 
orientations, attitudes towards parenting 
and family planning can be drawn and 
should be studied further. 
The second thematic section of the 
workshop was related to <Intergeneratio
nal Relations in Cultural Context'. 
The first two papers concentrated on two 
Asian countries, starting with a presenta
tion on «Intergenerational Differences in 
Values in Rural and Urban Indian Set
tings" by Ramesh Mjshra and Shubhra 
Sinha (India). First, the authors underli
ned the importance of the Indian sample 
as part of the VOC study: India is a huge 
country with one of the oldest living civi
lizations; however, the population is cha
racterized by high diversity, such that 
modernity and traditions are living side
by-side. Differences are especially seen 
between rural and urban areas. In the urban 
areas, there is a fast growing economy and 
tremendous technological advancement 
with immense growth of the industrial sec
tor and with population being occupied in 
commerce and trade and mostly wage 
earning. In contrast, the rural population 
is mostly occupied in the agricultural sec
tor. Due to modernization tendencies in 
urban areas, generations are brought up in 
different historical and cultural condi
tions. The question arises if preferred 
value orientations are preserved over the 
generations or if demands of mobility and 
sociocultural change lead to strong inter
generational differences in value orienta
tions. Results of the VOC study in India 
indicated that in the urban setting each suc
cessive generation showed a greater indi-

vi dualistic orientation than the preceding 
generation, while there was a gradual 
decline in each successive generation 
with respect to a collectivist orientation in 
the urban setting as welL This may be a 
possible reflection of people's attempt 
towards adaptation to the changing 
demands of life. However, in spite of the 
slight decline of collectivist values over 
the generations, in the urban sample high 
collectivism, high interdependence, and a 
high responsibility of parents towards 
children as well as a high responsibility 
of children towards their parents (these 
two scales represent traditional family 
values) were reported. One reason for high 
intergenerational interdependence in 
urban areas may be that in the urban con
text it becomes more important to rely on 
close family members, as small nuclear 
families prevail, and there is an altoge
ther weaker social support compared to 
rural families which have larger net
works. In conclusion, collectivism and 
interdependence seem still to stand as the 
cardinal values of the Indian society. 
Interestingly, rural grandmothers were 
more individualistic and independent 
than urban grandmothers, but urban 
mothers and adolescents were more indi
vidualistic and independent than the 
rural. The authors explained these results 
by the fact that rural grandmothers in agri
cultural society are economically self
dependent and their authority is well 
accepted in the family. In contrast, urban 
grandmothers are generally financially 
dependent on others. The situation is 
reversed for the younger generations 
where urban mothers and adolescents 
enjoy more financial independence than 
rural. The authors concluded that there are 
significant differences in beliefs, prefe
rences, and practices of people from dif
ferent regions of India and further studies 
concentrating on other areas of India are 
needed, because generalizations about 
the whole Indian society cannot be made. 
The next paper by Uichol Kim and 
Young-Shin Park (Republic aJ Korea) 
concentrated on "Parent-child Relations
hip, Values of Children and Social Chan
ge from Indigenous, Psychological and 
Cultural Perspectives". The authors con
centrated on positive values of children, 

i.e., reasons for having children, as well 
as negative values of children, i.e., reasons 
for not having children, in Korea. They 
found that the most important aspects for 
having children were family happiness, 
hannony in family, personal happiness and 
security, while negative aspects included 
costs of living, educational expenses, 
personal constraints and child-rearing 
expenses. The high expenses for child
rearing and educational costs were iden
tified as an important reason for low fer
tility rates in Korea. Also, a generational 
difference with regard to the value of chil
dren between grandmothers and mothers 
was found with grandmothers being more 
traditionally oriented. More precisely, 
they expected care from their offspring in 
old age and continuity of lineage was 
important for them, and they had a prefe
rence for sons over daughters, while 
mothers emphasized these reasons for 
having children less. 
Subsequently, a European point of view 
was taken by Katarzyna Lubiewska 
(Poland) who talked on "Intergeneratio
nal Relations and Support in Polish Fami
lies". She found a generally high emotio
nal closeness in Polish families, i.e., be
tween mothers respectively grandmo
thers and other family members like brot
hers, sisters or father, with the relations in 
the female line being closest. These 
results indicated stability in emotional 
closeness in middle and late adulthood, but 
intergenerational comparisons also poin
ted to an "intergenerational stake" regar
ding intimacy between the generations: 
grandmothers declared highest intimacy in 
their relationship with daughters and 
grandchildren as compared to the youn
ger generations who saw the (same) rela
tionship with their mother/grandmother as 
less marked by intimacy. As far as inter
generational solidarity and support are 
concerned, participants were more ready 
to give support to family members in nega
tive life-events compared with positive 
ones. In more detail, grandmothers were 
more ready to tolerate emotional stress 
compared to mothers, but they had pro
blems with tolerance of financial strain. 
Mothers were less willing to tolerate pro
blems with partnership caused by support 
provision. For adolescents, tolerance of 

emotional stress in helping parents would 
be the most difficult. As far as the reasons 
for intergenerational support were con
cerned, a prosocial motivation was domi
nant in all age groups except for adoles
cents who would support parents rather 
with an expectation of reciprocal help to 
be provided by parents in the future. 
This presentation was followed by two 
presentations focussing on two neigh
bouring European countries, Luxem
bourg and France, concentrating especi
ally on relationships between grandparents 
and grandchildren. 
Tom Mjchels. IsabelleAlbert, Dieter Fer
ring and Thomas Ball (Luxembourg) 
presented a paper on "Patterns of Rela
tionship Quality m Luxembourgish 
Families: On the Concept of Psychologi
cal Ambivalence in Parental and Grand
parental Relations". Grandchild-grand
parent relationships were studied here 
from the views of adolescent grandchil
dren by distinguishing between relations 
to maternal and paternal grandparents. 
Additionally, relationships with elderly 
mothers and fathers were investigated 
from the views of adult children. In both 
cases, a classification approach was 
adopted. These analyses showed that 
relationships with maternal grandparents 
were mostly characterized as harmonic, 
while relationships with paternal grand
parents tended to be more emotionally 
detached. Also, ambivalent relations 
were found in the case of mate mal grand
parents. As far as relations between adult 
children and their elder parents are con
cerned, the majority of these relationships 
were found to be harmonic, however, 
about one fifth of the sample showed 
ambivalent relationship-patterns. Rela
tionships with mothers were rated in a 
similar way as relationships with fathers. 
Altogether, the diversity of relationship 
quality patterns underlined the usefulness 
of the cluster analytic approach and of the 
concept of psychological ambivalence. 
Colelle Sabatier (France) then talked 
about "Adolescent-Grandmother Rela
tionships and Transmission of Values in 
France". She found that during adoles
cence, the links between grandchildren 
and grandmothers are more or less distant. 
However, those adolescents who have 



frequent contact with their grandmothers 
also have a more intense relationship 
with them because they report a higher 
level of conflict as well as a higher level 
of intimacy than those adolescents with 
less frequent contact with their grandmo
thers; it has also to be noted that no gen
der differences were found here. As far as 
the mutual perception of the grandmother
adolescent relationship is concerned, 
results showed high concordance rates, alt
hough grandmothers indicated somewhat 
more intimacy in the relationship than 
what was indicated by adolescents. 
Regarding value similarity between the 
generations, the correspondence between 
adolescents and grandmothers was clear 
but modest. Grandmothers clearly parti
cipate in the process of value transmission 
to adolescents. However, they play a 
mainly indirect role through their 
influence on mothers (their daughters). 
Kairi Kaseam (Estonia) gave a presenta
tion on "Family Relationships in Estonia 
and the Influence of Societal Changes". 
In particular, she concentrated on the 
potential impact of macro level changes 
in society on family relationships, espe
cially as far as unmarried cohabitation, 
divorce rates, decreased fertility and the 
changing value of children are concerned. 
Drawing on national statistics for Estonia, 
the author stated a short reversion to the 
traditional family values in the late 1980s 
as birth rates increased. However, the 
new social, political and economic situa
tion of the 1990s put pressures on people 
who had then to cope with the new socio
economic and political situation. A ratio
nalisation of family-related decisions 
could then be observed with the number 
of births and new marriages decreasing, 
and the number of divorces and unmarried 
(cohabiting) couples starting to increase. 
Since 1998 the number of births is slight
ly increasing again and in 2004 a paren
tal leave scheme has been introduced 
together with a family-friendly policy. To 
conclude, the societal changes seem to 
have an impact on individuals' family 
arrangements and family-related values, 
and changing family patterns have an 
impact on family relations (e.g., as far as 
cohabitation and marriage are concerned). 
It seems that Estonia is approaching the 

family model of Scandinavian countries 
in some features of family patterns but at 
the same time the family related attitudes 
are staying rather traditional. 
In sum, these papers showed that interge
nerational family relations show similari
ties as well as differences with respect to 
the countries studied; however, it can be 
generally claimed that there is still high 
solidarity between the generations and also 
an all in all positive relationship quality. 
The extent and the reasons for intergene
rational support depend partially on the 
cultural context, being either based on 
norms about family and feelings of obli
gation or more determined by the quality 
of the relationship itself. 
The third part of the workshop served to 
integrate the country-specific findings 
from the first two parts and concentrated 
on the theme of 'Cross-cultural Perspec
tives on Value of Children and lnterge
nerational Relations.' First, Boris Mayer 
and Gisela TrommsdorfJ (Germany) tal
ked on "A Multi-Level and Cross-Cultu
ral Perspective on the Relation Between 
Adolescents' Values of Children and 
Their Intended Fertility". The results 
showed that adolescents' values of chil
dren were differently related to the num
berof children they intended to have at the 
individual and at the cultural level in a 
cross-cultural study across eleven coun
tries from the VOC-project. More speci
fically, adolescents' emotional value of 
children was positively related to having 
a higher number of children at the indivi
dual level while it was negatively related 
at the cultural level. The unexpected 
positive relation at the individual level 
may be explained by the fact that in most 
cultures the emotional value of children 
was the only relevant reason left to want 
children since traditional economic-utili
tarian values have lost nearly all of their 
importance. In light of this increased 
salience of emotional reasons for having 
children it becomes understandable that 
those adolescents reporting a higher 
importance of these values also prefer to 
have more children in the future. This 
interpretation was supported by the result 
that the culture-level traditional value of 
children significantly attenuated the indi
vidual-level positive effect of the emo-

tional value of children on intended ferti
lity. Thus, in more traditional cultures 
(where the traditional value of childreo 
was still important), there was no indivi
dual-level relation between emotional 
value of children and intended fertility. 
The traditional value of children itselfwas 
unrelated to intended fertility at the indi
vidual level and showed only a weak 
positive relation to intended fertility at the 
cultural level. Overall, the results under
lined that a multi level perspective has to 
be taken to account for different effects of 
the value of children on fertility on the cul
tural and on the individual level. 
Shaohua Shi and Gang Zheng (people's 
Republic o/China) reported on "Intercul
tural and Intracultural Differences in the 
Value of Children Regarding Compari
sons Between Four Countries and the 
Urban, Rural, and Floating Populations in 
China". This study aimed to understand 
the current state with regard to the value 
of children in China, to study the effect of 
the value of children on fertility, the 
general effect of country, industrialization, 
urbanization on the value of children, and 
to predict future cl}anges in the value of 
children. More precisely, different 
groups within China, namely urban, rural 
and floating people (i.e., those coming to 
the cities from the countryside for work) 
were compared. Most interestingly, an in
depth analysis of the floating population 
indicated differences between professio
nal groups: floating people who were 
occupied as workers had a higher emo
tional value of children, while those who 
were occupied as vendors and traders 
held higher social-economic value of 
children. One explanation may be that for 
vendors and traders, children may help 
with the family business, while this is not 
the case for workers who do not own any 
family business. 
After this, Beare Schwarz and Gisela 
TrommsdorJJ(Switzerland and Germany) 
presented their results on "Patterns of 
Adult Parent-Child Relationships and 
Intergenerational Support in Collectivis
tic and Individualistic Cultures", based on 
the data from the VOC study obtained in 
rural and urban samples from China, 
Indonesia and Turkey as well as a sample 
from Gennany. They reported that simi-

lar patterns of intergenerational relations 
occurred in aB studied countries; however, 
countries differed with respect to the pre
valence of relationship patterns. This was 
partly explained by different value orien
tations. More precisely, three patterns of 
intergenerational relationships in accor
dance with the three family models sug
gested by Kagitcibasi (2007) were found: 
an interdependent, an independent, and an 
emotionally interdependent family model. 
Apart from that also two additional pat
terns were found which fitted into earlier 
studies from the USA and the Netherlands, 
namely an affective but distant and an 
intense group. Although all patterns were 
found in each region studied, they diffe
red with regard to their distribution. In 
rural Indonesia the more traditional 
"interdependent" pattern was very typical, 
although among Indonesian daughters 
from the urban area a greater variety of pat
terns occurred. This may be related to the 
greater social change leading to greater 
variety. Daughters from Turkey were 
overrepresented in the "emotional inter
dependence" pattern, however, contrary to 
assumptions based on the Kagitcibasi 
model this was the case in the urban as well 
as in the rural sample. For the rural sam
ple the "intensive" pattern was also typi
cal, a partial support of the Kagitcibasi 
model. Most of the Gennan daughters 
were assigned to the "independent" pat
tern, again supporting the Kagitcibasi 
model. Among Chinese daughters those 
from rural areas were overrepresented in 
the "affective but distant" pattern; surpri
singly, the daughters from the urban are
as were in the more traditional "interde
pendent" pattern. This may be explained 
by the greater geographical distance bet
ween the rural daughters and their parents 
compared to the urban daughters. Alto
gether, structural aspects had a strong 
impact on the characteristics of interge
nerational relationships. 
Finally, Bernhard Nauck (Germany) 
reported on '"'Patterns of Exchange in 
Kinship Systems in Germany, Russia and 
China". He underlined the importance of 
kinship systems and institutional regula
tions when studying intergenerational 
support. The theoretical aim of the paper 
was to integrate two major theoretical 



approachcs of kinship analysis, an insti
tutional approach (social anthropology) 
and an interactionist approach (famiiy 
sociolog):, social gerontology). The 
empirical aims of the presentation includ
ed the analysis of cross-societal variations 
in kinship, of opportunity structures, 
communication and emotional closeness. 
as \vcil as of mutual help. The analyses of 
the VOC data comparing Germany, Rus
sia and China as three countries \vith dif
ferent socto-economic background and 
d.ifferent family Iraditions showed that 
institutional regulations are much more 
important (predictive) for kinship rela
tionships than individual preferences or 
resources. 
This iaSt thematic session made clear that 
cou.ntry-specific analyses have to be 
complemented by cross-cultural compa
risons in order to get a full picture of the 
data. Only by systematic cross-cultural 
comparisons based on indictors that have 
been tested for cross-cultural content
\vise and structural equivalence is it pos
sible to extract the corc differences and 
similari[ies with respect to values attribu
ted to children, fertility (intentions), and 
intergenerational relationships. Though 
rhe rwo thematic strands of "values of chil
dren and its relation to fertility" on the one 
hand and "intergenerational relations
hips" on the other hand, may sometimes 
appear somewhat distant, the cross�cultu
ral analyses made clear that motivations 
for having children and intergenerational 
reiationships are systematically related. 
Both Ihemes show substantial cross-cul
tural variation. Emotional reasons for 
having children are dominating in \Ves
tern European and other highty moderni
zed cultures, oIten accompanied by 
affecrionallv close but in other respects 
also rathcr distant intergenerational· rela
tionships. Other more traditional cultures 
lay more importance on social-econo
micitraditional/comfort-related values of 
children. Intergenerational relationships in 
these c1..11turcs� arc often characterize�l by 
a close emotional and functional/materi
al interdependence based on traditional 
concepts ofiamily hierarchy and patriar
dry'. In spite of these variations it becomes 
clear lhat change is prevalent in all cultu
res, as indicated by often strong differen-

ces with regard to value orientations be
t\vccn generations, in urban as wen as in 
rural areas. 
The general discussion ,vas introduced bv 
Pro( Or. Gisela Trommsdorfhvho rcvi�
wed the main strands of results and the 
most urgent open questions. Invaluablt 
comments and contributions to the dis
cussion were provided by Prof. Dr. Hans
Joachim Kornadt, advisory member of the 
vac project. 

Conclusions 
\Vith the present worLhop, the collabo
ration between European and Asian re
searchers \\lorking together on questions 
about value of children and intergenera
tiona1 relations has been strengthened 
and deepened. EspeciaUy, country-SPCCl
fic knowledge regarding reasons for dif
ferent fertility rates in the respective 
countries, including the societal frame
work and policy issues as ' vcll as prevail
ing culrure-specific vaiue orientations, 
has been exchanged. The workshop also 
dealt with intcrgenerational relations and 
solidarity. This issue is becoming more 
and more important due to growing life
expectancies and decreasing fertility 
rates all over the \vorld, resulting in a lon
ger period of life-time generations spend 
together as \vell as in rising needs for sup
pon due to longer periods of frailty in old 
age. Thus, relations between different 
g�nerations are becoming more important, 
while less members of the same genera
tion are availabJe. This has an impact on 
availability of younger persons \\'ho may 
care for their old parems or even grand
parents. The contribmi,)ns from different 
cultural contexts regarding intergenera
[ional relations draw a picture of persist
ing intergenerational solidarity and con
tinuity, although value orientations of 
younger generations arc adapted to new 
situations and challenges. 
Isabelle Albert (Uni;'c[sity of Luxem
bourg, Luxembourg), Boris Mayer (Uni
versity of Konstanz, Germany), Gang 
Zheng (Chinese Acad�my of Sciences, 
Beijing, China) 
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Jen) die zentralen Fragestellungcn der 

1950er-Jahrcn hervor. In einem hisrori
schen Abriss verdeutlichte sic die jeweils 
vorherrschenden Kanons. die mil den 
Ka[cgorien Identitatsbildung, Morato
rium. Transition umerschiedlicb imer
pretiert, theoretisiert, institutionalisien 
und aueh politisiert wurden-. rm Hinblick 
auf den gescllschat1lichen Wandel in den 
i 990er-Jahren und den ver�inderten 
Fokus auf Jugend konstatierre Ecarius 
nicht nur eine einschneidende \Virkung 
auI' theoretische ErkEirungsmustcr und 
Paradigmen, sondem auch auf die Dis
kursivitat in der Jugendforschung, \vas mit 
dem Niedergang eines wissenschaft
lichen Kanons einhergeht. Sic zeigte aut', 
wie das Modell des Moratoriums und der 
Transition entsprechend dem geseil
schaftlichen V/andeI der Individualisie
rung und De-Standardisierung mehr und 
mehr verblasst. In all ihren Facettcn \ver
den Jugendfonnen untersucht, doch an
gesichts der wisscnschaftlichen Spiegel
strich-Beschau und der vereinzelten For
schungs- und Themenfelder ohne kano
nisierte Theorie fUhren die Thesen nicht 
mehr zu diskursivcn Auseinandersetzun
gen. Allerdings lassen si ch z\vei grundle
gende Linien abzeichnen, die in produk
tiven. diskursiven Zusammenhangen und 
wiss�nschaftlichen Auseinande;setzun
gcn stehen k6nnen: Ocr erste Smmg 
bezieht sich auf Jugend und Ethnizitat mit 
den theoretischen Konzepten \vie Transi
tion und Forschungsfeldem wie schulische 
Bildungsprozesse im Kontext der Idenri
tatsbildung. Der zweite Strang umfasst das 
Feld der Bildungsforschung, die Transi
tion im Sinne von vielfi:i.ltigen Emwick
lungsaufgaben beleuchret. So kann ge
genwartig von ciner \Vicderbeiebung der 
padagogischen lugendforschung ge
sprochen werden, in der in Zukunft ge
meinsame Wissenschaftsdiskurse voran
getrieben \verden sollten. Fur beide 
Strange standen die \vei[eren Vortrage der 
Tagung. 
Dem Strang der Bildungsforschung fol
gend setzte sich Lud.vig Srecher (GiejJenj 
mit der Frage auseinander: Warum 
ennoglichcn manche Bildungskontexte 
den Bildungserwcrb·- und manche nicht? 
V'/arum eignen sich Menschen BiIdung an 
- und dann wiedcr nicht? Die scheinbar 
sChlichten, aber nir eine Bildungsfor� 
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