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The Influence of Framing on the Reduction of Anti-Semitic Attitudes2 

Abstract: In German media, as well as in German society as a whole, there is increasing criticism of Israel. Some observers 
attribute this to a rising tide of anti-Semitism, but empirical studies of this development have been both limited and 
contradictory. Moreover, a reanalysis of existing data indicates that many Germans are actually peace-oriented. Consequently, 
the partly harsh criticism of Israel may have to be explained in terms of much more complex attitudes than was previously 
assumed. 

The mass media have been assigned at least some responsibility for the posited development of anti-Semitic attitudes in 
Germany. If they do play a role, then we should look for the mechanisms at work. The Peace Research Group of the University 
of Konstanz therefore plans to do a framing study of this anti-Semitism. Its main questions will be: what motivates criticism of 
Israel? Can different forms of anti-Semitism be identified and how can they be reduced? Will people embrace a peace frame for 
the Near East conflict if one is offered? 

1. Introduction 

“The still growing purely Jewish settlements in the Occupied Territories are probably the incarnate expression of 
this will for peace of the majority of the Israeli population?” (Barbara 23) – “How can something be destroyed 
that is in people’s heads? Hamas is the reaction to a cause. As long as this cause persists, there will be a ‘Hamas’. 
Be its name Hamas or something else, the contents will be the same” (Xmark) – “Viva Palestine, and Zionists are 
fascists” (GGG) – “not acknowledging them but getting one’s knickers in a twist when being called a Zionist 
entity” (paule) – “The Palestinians are the fastest growing segment of the population, perhaps we will just wait 
and see” (paule) – “Dreadful, the Palestinian territories resemble an open-air concentration camp!” (paula – For a 
detailed identification of the quotes in the order of their appearance, cf. the blog sources listed at the end of this 
paper.) 

One could go on quoting responses to news articles on diverse aspects of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but this 
would not answer a fundamental question: Are these responses motivated by anti-Semitism? Some of them are, 
of course, and they make no secret of this. Such comments are not quoted here, as it is quite evident that there 
is anti-Semitic criticism of Israel. The more interesting questions, though, include the following: Is it conceivable 
that these comments were inspired by motives other than anti-Semitism? Are some of the writers possibly 
motivated by a human rights orientation? Is it conceivable that there is something like non-anti-Semitic criticism 
of Israel which could be mistaken for anti-Semitism? And, finally, what is the role of the mass media in the 
transmission of news about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Do they contribute to fanning anti-Semitic attitudes? 

This paper will start with a brief overview of the present state of discourse on anti-Semitism, its prevalence in 
Germany and its postulated role in the increasingly harsh criticism of Israel. Since it has repeatedly been said that 
the mass media repeat anti-Semitic stereotypes, thus contributing to an increase in anti-Semitism, the role of the 
mass media will be discussed. Thereafter, a framing experiment will be outlined which is intended to explore the 
influence of media coverage of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the mental models of recipients. Subsequently, 
some hypotheses and likely outcomes will be discussed. 

2. Background of the research project 

2.1 Anti-Semitism in Germany 

Anti-Semitism is not and never has been an exclusively German phenomenon (Bergmann, 2002; Henschel, 2008). 
What is specifically German, though, is the historically unparalleled genocide against millions of Jews. It is 
therefore not surprising that research on anti-Semitism should place a particular emphasis on the German 
populace. 

In the early years, much of this research was theoretically motivated, seeking to explain the anti-Semitic crimes 
of the National Socialist era (e.g. Arendt, 2003 [1951]; Fromm, 1980 [1941]; Horkheimer & Adorno, 2006 
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