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INTRODUCTION 

In previous research on parent-child relationships the focus has been on childhood 
and adolescence, and the question of how parents and their adult offspring relate 
to each other over the lifespan and in changing environments and different cultural 
contexts has received far less attention. Lifespan and culture-informed studies on 
parent-child relationships over the lifespan are rare. This is surprising because it 
has become a widely shared goal in developmental psychology to take a lifespan 
perspective and to take contextual factors into account. The importance of a 
lifespan and contextual perspective on parent-child relationships is obvious in 
light of the ongOing dramatic sOciodemographic changes and related economic, 
social, and political problems. Increased longevity all over the world affects the 
prolonged time span that parents and their adult children share. 

Therefore, the present chapter explores parent-child relationships over the 
life span and from a culture-informed perspective. The way parents and their 
children relate to each other in the context of social change and of culture is seen 
here as an important aspect of individual development. The present chapter first 
discusses parent-child relationships beyond childhood and adolescence on the 
basis of selected studies in the Western world. Second, social changes and different 
cultural contexts are taken into account. Third, a culture-informed theoretical 
framework for parent-child relationships is suggested in order to speCify different 
developmental pathways for the development and function of parent-child rela-
tionships over the lifespan. Finally, selected results from an ongoing cross-cultural 
study on "The Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations" are discussed, 
followed by suggestions for further research. 
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Changes in Family Systems and in Developmental 
Contexts 

Parent-child relationships are biologically based, they are influenced by develop-
mental and contextual conditions, and they affect individual development beyond 
childhood and adolescence. Due to increased average life expectancy in industri-
alized countries, adults can expect to share on the average almost five decades 
with at least one surviving parent while becoming a parent oneself. However, it 
is unclear whether sharing an increasing length of overlapping lifetime also 
includes increasing interactions between parents and their adult children, and 
what the quality and function of the parent-child relationships beyond childhood 
and adolescence is like. 

In some countries old aged people outnumber the younger generation; in 
other countries it is the other way round. Given the decreasing fertility and the 
uneven relation between the old aged and the younger generation, the question 
arises whether this implies an increasing burden of the younger generation to 
support the older generation, an obligation that may induce intergenerational 
conflict. Although fertility is declining in highly industrialized countries, it 
remains high in the very poor regions of the world. These changes are presumably 
related to changes in social institutions, including the family, and the role of the 
parent-child relationship. 

DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES ON PARENT-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIPS OVER THE LIFE COURSE: WESTERN 

APPROACHES 

Theoretical Approaches to Relationships 

Parent-child relationships differ from other relationships. They are not the same 
as intergenerational relations, which are usually studied from a SOCiological per-
spective on the aggregate level of cohorts ("generations"; cf. Mannheim, 1952 
[1928J). Also, parent-child relationships are not the same as intimate personal 
relationships but they can be viewed as a special case of close relationships 
(Trommsdorff, 1991). Therefore, social psycholOgical theories on interpersonal 
relations (for an overview see Duck, 1997) are relevant for our topic. 

Exchange theories were dominant for decades, focUSing on the role of cogni-
tion and assuming rationality in intimate social interactions (e.g., Kelley & Thibaut, 
1978). Here, the function of emotions and the role of prosocial behavior and 
altruism were neglected. Interdependence theory (Rusbult & Arriaga, 1997) 
suggests an integrated novel approach in order to overcome these deficits. Here, 
"relationship-specific motives" such as trust and commitment are seen as affecting 
prosocial tendencies and the persistence of the relationship. The "investment 
model" of close relationships assumes that commitment and satisfaction of the 
partners predict the degree of investment in the relationship. Commitment 
describes the person's intention to continue in a relationship and it predicts the 
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focus on maximizing dyadic outcomes (as compared to maximizing self-benefits). 
Even in the case of dissatisfaction, the expectancy of equitable outcomes is not 
seen as a necessary precondition to continue mainly nonvoluntary kin relationships. 

From the point of view of developmental psychology, personal relationships 
are of interest with respect to their implications for individual development (the 
unit of analysis usually being the individual). For example, the relationships of 
siblings and peers have been studied with regard to their impact on individual 
development in childhood and adolescence (e.g., social competence) (Dunn, 
1999). Also, close relationships in adulthood have attracted increasing interest. 
Laursen and Bukowski (1997) differentiate among various types of close relation-
ships on the basis of permanence, power, and gender. More recently, Lang and 
Fingerman (2004) have suggested a developmental approach to relationships. 
However, all these approaches have so far ignored the cultural context; further-
more, it is unclear whether they are useful in explaining parent-child relationships 
over the lifespan. 

Theoretical Approaches to Parent-Child Relationships 

Before parent-child relationships became a topic in developmental research, most 
studies focused either on the behavior or on the beliefs of parents and their 
children. A change of this focus has been based on the observation that individual 
development starts in the context of parent-child interactions. Only later, parent-
ing and parent-child interactions were seen as not only influenced by the parents' 
behavior and goals but also by the child's activity thus assuming bidirectionality 
in the intcraction of parents and children (Grusec & Goodnow, 1994; Kuczynski, 
2003). However, bidirectionality in interaction still cannot account for the quality 
of the parent-child relationship. 

From Parenting to Parent-Child Interactions and 
Parent-Child Relationships. Research on parenting has long attempted to 
differentiate between various styles of parental behavior in order to account for 
individual differences in parenting and its effects on child development. Lewin's 
(19.51) work on leadership styles (authoritarian, democratic, laissez-faire) has 
partly influenced rcsearch on "dimensions" of parenting (parental acceptance, 
firm control, psychological control, parental warmth and control, acceptance and 
rejection, warmth, demandingness, and responsiveness; e.g., Rohner, 1976; Stein-
berg, 1990). It was debated whether parenting should be studied by disaggregat-
ing the complex parenting dimensions (e.g., Barber, 1996), or by aggregating 
parenting styles into composite scores in order to assess the influence of parenting 
on child development. Authoritative (as compared to authoritarian and laissez-
faire) parenting, a combination of warmth and control, was recognized as the 
optimal parenting style (Baumrind, 1967, 1991). Inasmuch as parental behavior 
could not explain the effects of parenting on child and adolescent development, 
studies on parental beliej~ (Sigel, 198.5) gave further insight into the complex 
issue of parenting. 
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At present, the child's active role in parenting has been recognized. The 
child's needs and competence are important elements in the process of 
successful parenting, including the way in which the child experiences the 
parents' behavior. Social cognitive learning theory has pOinted to the active 
involvement of the child, including the child's perception and choice of the 
parents' behavior as a model for his or her own behavior, and the child's 
motivation to imitate this behavior (Bandura, 1986). Accordingly, children are 
viewed as "active producers" of their development, who are adapting to their 
environments (Lewis, 1997). This view of the active child has been expanded 
by Grusec and Goodnow's (1994) theory of socialization, which integrates social 
learning theory and cognitive, motivational, and affective factors to explain the 
child's imitation and internalization. At the same time, the activity of the parents 
is taken into account. The authors assume two basic prerequisites for the child's 
imitation and internalization: clarity in parents' communication and the child's 
acceptance of the parents' message. 

In this line of reasoning, ecolOgical developmental theories view parents and 
children as (phylogcnetically advanced), self-constructing organisms in an envi-
ronment that regulates (coregulates) complex developmental processes (Bradley 
& Corwyn, 1999; Ford & Lerner, 1992). Here, genetic and contextual influences 
and interactive effects are recognized. 

The focus on the active participation of children in the process of parenting 
(Bell, 1979; Lerner & Busch-Rossnagel, 1981) has shifted the attention to further 
aspects of development such as parent-child interactions and relationships. 
Instead of assuming direct effects from parents on the development of their 
children, indirect effects and the mutual influences between parents and their 
offspring are studied (Grusec, 2002; Kuczynski, 2003). Although the focus of past 
research in parenting was either on the child or on the parents but rarely on both, 
the view on bidirectionality has opened the perspective for the role of parent -child 
interactions and moreover on their relationship in development. Studies on inter-
actions make it necessary to shift the perspective to the child's activity, taking into 
account both parents' and their child's beliefs and behavior and the mutual effects 
in interaction processes over time (Bell, 1979; Bornstein, 1991). These interactions 
are the basis for shared experiences in the past and for eJ<.1Jected outcomes in the 
future thus constituting core elements of personal relationships. 

The study on relationships with the focus on both parent and child therefore 
includes the past interactions and their expected outcomes for need fulfillment. 
The role of parent-child relationships for development has been suggested by 
attachment theory (Bowlby, 1969). From an evolutionary point of view, the infant's 
biological needs of survival and security and the caretaker's need to ensure the 
offspring's survival affects the infant-caretaker's attachmcnt relationship and indi-
vidual differences in attachment. This approaeh predicts further individual devel-
opment on the basis of early mother-child relationships (Thompson, 1999; Van 
IJzendoorn & Sagi, 1999). It takes into account both the behavior of parents and 
children as well as the subjective reprcsentation of the relationship in terms of an 
"internalized working model." Thus, attachment theory diffcrs Significantly from 
behaviorists' attempts to study parent-child relationships in terms of "objective" 
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criteria sueh as frequeney of interactions, time spent with each other, eeological 
distance from eaeh other, and the like. 

ParenH:hild relationships have described as being based on stability and 
power (Laursen & Bukowski, 1997), as obligatory (Maccoby, 1999)' and vertical 
in structure due to the hierarchical and authoritative interactions. However, these 
studies describe parent-ehild relationships in ehildhood and adolescence. A devel-
opmental model of parent-child relationships has to take into account stabilitics 
and changes in the relationship system, its preconditions, and its functions for 
both the parents and the ehildren. A simple developmental view of parent-child 
relationships over the life span assumes that the parent-child relationship is initially 
hierarehically structured, and organized around the satisfaction of the ehild's basic 
needs (usually in accordance with the parents' goals); during further development, 
the child's dependency on the parent diminishes, and more symmetric relation-
ships based on bidirectionality arise that may change again later in development 
when aging parents become dependent on their children. 

Parent-child relationships thus can be eonceptualized as lifelong, biologically 
constituted personal relationships that are based on interconnected experienees 
in the past and the expectation of interconnected experiences in tbe future. 
They constitute the most extended relationships even if tbeir quality may change 
over the life eourse. Like many other soeial relationships, parent-child relation-
ships prOvide resources for individual development while they may also imply 
constraints for eaeh other's need fulfil1ment. Also, they are only partially 
voluntary and start from an asymmetrie distribution of resourees. Depending 
on the personalities involved, the given developmental stage, and the context, 
parent-child relationships imply a wide variety of individual differences and of 
variations over time. 

LIFESPAN APPROACHES TO PARENT-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIPS 

Theoretical approaches to lifespan individual development have centered on 
developmental tasks and normative life events (Havighurst, 1972); on life stages, 
transitions, and crises (Erikson, 1959); on continuity and ehange of biological, 
cognitive, emotional, motivational, and social domains of the person; and on 
optimization and selection in multidimensional development (Baltes & Baltes, 
1990). To what extent these coneepts may also he valid for a lifespan perspective 
on parent-child relationships after childhood and adoleseence has not yet been 
investigated systematically. Studies of parent-child relationships usually lack a 
lifespan perspeetive. Specifically, the developmental period of adulthood has 
largely been ignored and the focus has been on the period of ehildhood and 
adolescenee. Little is known of the development and of individual differences of 
parent-child relationships over the life course. 

The preference for specific developmental stages is conneeted to certain 
research interests: studies of the relationships of young parents and their infants 
or children usually focus on the implieations of parent-ehild relationships for the 
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individual (child or adolescent) development (Bugental & Goodnow, 2000; Col-
lins, Maccoby, Steinberg, Hetherington, & Bornstein, 2000; Maccoby, 2000). In 
contrast, studies of parent-child relationships in later adulthood are more likely 
to focus on family life (e.g., Rossi & Rossi, 1990), and on caregiving by adult 
children for their old aged parents (Cooney, 1997; Zarit & Eggebeen, 2002). Life 
course theories have pOinted out early that parent-child relationships underline 
the importance of development after childhood and adolescence, emphasizing 
previous socialization experiences as factors influencing intergenerational (e.g., 
parent-child, grandparent-grandchild) relationships. Furthermore, studies on 
"linked lives" of family members over the life course take into account the socio-
economic and historical contexts (e.g., Elder, 1998). In the following section, a 
brief overview of studies from Western countries on parent-child relationships 
over the life span is given. 

Parent-Child Relationships in Childhood and 
Adolescence. From a developmental psychological perspective, individual 
differences in parent-child relationships can be seen as a result of individual 
development. In a similar way, one can assume differences over the lifespan due 
to effects of different developmental tasks. Western studies of parent-child 
relationships in childhood often take the view that the child is dependent on 
the parents even when children are more or less actively influencing their 
parents' behavior. At the same time, the parents are viewed as pursuing the goal 
of establishing their children's independence. Thus, to begin with, the par-
ent-child relationship is asymmetric in character inasmuch as it is based on 
differences in resources to cope with environmental and developmental 
demands. Gradually, over time, formerly asymmetric parent-child relationships 
are transformed (e.g., through negotiations between parents and their children 
in the pursuit of individual need fulfillment). In line with this Western approach, 
the developmental task of adolescence is to establish a unique identity distinct 
from parents in order to achieve autonomy. Emotional, attitudinal, conflictual, 
and functional independence are described as core elements for the process of 
separation and individuation that are regarded as the relevant conditions for 
achieving identity. 

Recent studies argue that both autonomy and relatedness to the parents is a 
more appropriate description for parent-child relationships in this developmental 
period: by the rebalancing of individuality and connectedness individuated rela-
tionships can develop. Thus, the connection to the parents is considered relevant 
for the individuation process (Cooper, Grotevant, & Condon, 1983). Accordingly, 
adolescent individuation is seen as associated with developing parent-child rela-
tionships. In recent Western theories, the development of autonomy is seen as 
associated to relatedness (Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, in press). However, the 
focus of Western approaches on autonomy, achieved identity, and independence 
in adolescence often tends to disregard the reciprocal nature of the parent-child 
relationship. In this process, the parents themselves have to undergo certain 
developmental changes, for example, from their role of caretaker to the role of a 
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facilitator of their child's development (Cooney, 1997). Thus, a lifespan approach 
underlines the bidirectionality in the parent-child relationship. 

Parent-Child Relationships in Adulthood and Old 
Age. A lifespan approach assumes that parent-child relationships are part of 
individual development over the lifespan. The question arising from the previous 
discussion is whether parent-child relationships during childhood and adolescence 
can be characterized rather by interdependence, and whether beyond childhood 
and adolescence independence prevails. 

Young adulthood has been described by processes of negotiation between par-
ents and their offspring "vith respect to independence in their relationship. These 
negotiations include issues of specifYing privacY' and boundaries between the gen-
erations in order to reduce conflicts (Cooney, 1997). Parent-child relationships in 
middle adulthood are usually characterized by the adult offspring having their own 
children ("the sandwich generation"). Neugarten (1968) conceives of midlife devel-
opment as involving an increasing responsibility of the adult role in the extended 
family. This developmental task changes the quality of the parent-child relationship 
on the basis of a third separation-individuation process with increasingly "realistic" 
awareness of the (independent and interdependent) self in relation to the parents. 
A further change of parent-child relationships over the life span is generated when 
the adult parents are growing older, retire from work, or take on the role of grand-
parents (by taking care, prOviding support and advice for the grandchildren; cr. 
Szinovacz, 1998). When parents grow older they may experience increasing frailty 
and related physical, psychological, and cognitive dependency. 

These kinds of changes may turn into a stressful transition for adult children 
and their aging parents, inducing challenges for their relationship. The transition 
between midlife and old age thus can be characterized by the personal needs of 
the aging parents for filial care. According to Blenkner (1965) this gives rise to a 
new developmental task of achieving "filial maturity." Marcoen (1995) assumes 
that the amount and quality of filial care is based on filial love and closeness; these 
again are assumed to be influenced by the early childhood experience of attach-
ment and a sense of filial obligation. Further influential factors are seen in filial 
autonomy, parental consideration (degree of reciprocity between the care giver 
and the receiver of care), and family solidarity (collaboration among siblings and 
family members). Some of these concepts underlie the influential model of family 
solidarity proposed by Bengtson (e.g., Rossi & Rossi, 1990). The authors explain 
family solidarity on the basis of intergenerational family structure and associational, 
affectional, consensual, functional, and normative solidarity. Their model appears 
to downplay conflict and negotiation, and instead focuses on interdependence and 
similarity between parents and children in adulthood. 

Parent-Child Relationships Over the Lifespan in 
Changing Context. Parent-child relationships develop ,,'vithin a wider family 
system, and they are affected by the wider socioeconomic and cultural context 
(e.g., Schaie & Willis, 199.5). A contextnalized view of human development thus 
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takes into account socioeconomic, political, and historical changes and their effects 
on the development of individual persons and on relationships in the family 
(Cooney & Uhlenberg, 1992; Elder, 1998). Life course studies of intergenerational 
relations in changing contexts have demonstrated how parent-child relationships 
are affected by contextual changes (e.g., Elder, 1998). Empirical studies provide 
insight into risk and buffering factors for the development of family members as 
they interact in a context of linked lives that are affected by the wider socioeco-
nomic and cultural context (cf. Trommsdorff, 2000, 2001a, 2002). 

A contextual view on parent-child relationships over the lifespan seems espe-
cially relevant in times of ongoing dramatic socioeconomic and demographic 
change that is related to increasing longevity (and a gender gap in life expectancy), 
decreasing fertility, increasing postponement of first childbirth, decreasing family 
stability, and increasing diverSity of family structure (due to divorce, single-parent 
family, second or third marriage, or changing gender relations). Thus a central 
question is whether and how intergenerational relationships will be affected by 
such changes. 

Examples of the impact of social and economic change on intergenerational 
relationships include changes in vertical or horizontal economic transfers and 
investments (Kohli, in press), changes in relationship quality (exchanges, support, 
emotional closeness, solidarity between the generations, patterns of intergenera-
tional assistance, or systems of family elder care), the continuity or discontinuity 
of intergenerational relationships over time, similarities and differences between 
the generations with respect to values, and mutual perceptions between genera-
tions, intergenerational solidarity and support, including grandparents and grand-
children (e.g., Bengtson & Robertson, 1985; Cooney, 1997; King & Elder, 1997; 
Zarit & Eggebeen, 2002). 

To summarize, a lifespan perspective on parent---child relationships in context 
allows for perspectives on development and change. However, any such life span 
perspective is incomplete unless the impact of context and culture is considered. 
Developmental research is on the way to discover the study of relationships (e.g., 
Lang & Fingerman, 2004). However, this research is confined mainly to Western 
countries. It is therefore unclear whether the results from these studies are appli-
cable to the understanding of parent-child relationships in other parts of the world. 
Before a "relationship science" (Reis, 1998) can be established, further research 
that takes into account cultural contexts is needed. The question addressed in the 
present chapter, therefore, is how parent-child relationships can be characterized 
as part of the individual development over the life course in cultural contexts. 

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS IN CULTURAL CONTEXT 

Culture-Informed Empirical Studies on Parent-Child 
Relations 

Most studies of parent-child relationships are confined to the context of the 
Western (North American and European) world. This is surprising because early 



151 

anthropolOgical studies have demonstrated a 'Aide variety of parenting, parents' 
roles, and parent-child relationships. In addition to universal goals of parenting 
with respect to fulfilling the basic needs of the newborn child, parental beliefs of 
what constitutes the characteristics of a competent child and how this can be 
promoted vary considerably, thus affecting the quality of the parent-child rela-
tionship. 

Parent-child relationships are the biologically based universal starting point 
for all further development. A closer look at parent-child relationships in different 
parts of the world demonstrates inter- and intracultural variations. This contradicts 
certain axiomatic assumptions in \Vestern research on the nature of parent-child 
relationships. for example, the assumption of face-to-face interactions between 
infants and parents, of a partner-like equality of infant and parents, of the 
infant-adult dyad as the main unit of social interaction, or of infant-adult inter-
action as a goal in itself (cf. Valsiner, 1989). During the last two decades, systematic 
cross-cultural and culture-psycholOgical research on parenting and child develop-
ment has provided empirical data on universalities and culture-specificities 
pointing to the role of cultural factors for parent-child relationships. 

To give an example, mothers from different cultures do not react to the child's 
primary needs in the same way (Bornstein, Toda, Azuma, Tamis Le M onda, & 
Ogino, 1990; LeVine et aI., 1994). Maternal responsivity to the child's needs can 
have a very different meaning in various cultures: more physical proximity by 
African and more verbal input (talking) by V.S. mothers (Rich man, Miller, & 
LeVine, 1992). Infant carrying, which may also serve as an index of responsiveness, 
may partly depend on subsistence organization (hunting, gathering) and/or climate 
(Whiting & Whiting, 1975; Harkness & Super, 2002). In the case of the child's 
signaling stress, Japanese mothers focus the attention of their child more onto 
themselves whereas German mothers tend to focus their child's attention onto 
objects Friedlmeier & Trommsdorff 1998; Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, 
1993; Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). Also, Japanese mothers react even before 
the child signals distress (proactive sensitivity) whereas the German mothers only 
react after their child demonstrates distress (Friedlmeier & Trommsdorff, 2004; 
see also Bess, Kashiwagi, Azuma, Price, & Dickson, 1980, for comparisons 
between Japanese and North American mothers). Both interaction strategies are 
qualitatively different; but each strategy is successful in its respective context in 
that the child is calmed. The mothers' behavior differs in accord with relevant 
cultural values (e.g., of how to display emotions) and the respective parental goal 
of establishing a qualitatively positive relationship to the child. 

Cross-cultural studies show that the "same" parenting may have different 
meanings in different cultures; and different parenting may have the same mean-
ing in different cultures (Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). For cxample, harsh 
punishment of children is secn as harmful for child development in Western 
cultures; however, it is positively valued in traditional Chinese families (Stevenson, 
Chen, & Lee, 1992; Stevenson & Zusho, 2002). The same parenting behavior and 
goals (e.g., psycholOgical control) may have different functions in different cultural 
contexts thus underlining the cultural specificity of parent-child relations (e.g., 
Chao & Tseng, 2002; Miller, 2003; Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, in press). Our O\vn 
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studies of adolescents from different cultures have shown that Japanese as com-
pared with German youth felt rejected by their parents when experiencing low 
parental control (Trommsdorff, 1985). Japanese youth experience parental control 
as part of a positive and warm relationship (Trommsdorff, 1995). Similar results 
of Koreans living in North America and Koreans in the Republic of Korea have 
been reported by Rohner and Pettengill (1985). Thus, conclusions about negative 
effects of parental control on children and adolescents cannot be generalized 
across cultures. In several East Asian (Japan) and Southeast Asian (Indonesian) 
as compared with Western (German) cultures, adolescents report more parental 
control and at the same time less conflict and more harmony in the parent---child 
relationship (Trommsdorff, 1995). Thus, bidirectionality in parent-child relation-
ships can have different characteristics and functions in different cultures (e.g., 
in relation to the cultural norms for developmental tasks) (cf. Trommsdorff & 
Kornadt, 2003). The psychological meaning of parenting and parent-child 
interactions can be explained in reference to the experienced and expected 
parent-child relationship in the given cultural context. 

A typical example is an interaction sequence between a mother and a child in 
the case of conflicting goals (resulting in "misconduct" of the child) in a Japanese 
and a German dyad. Usually this interaction sequence ends with the Japanese 
mother giving in whereas a conflict prevails in the German dyads (Trommsdorff 
& Kornadt, 2003). This different behavior occurs because of culture-specific 
parent-child relationships that have evolved in the course of past development, 
and which are based on certain culture-specific beliefs and values. In Japan, the 
value of interdependence and maintaining harmonious relationships prevails, 
whereas in Germany the value of independence dominates. On the basis of this 
generalized cultural value of an optimal parent-child relationship, the interaction 
between mother and child in the case of the child's misbehavior evolves in very 
different ways depending on different beliefs and attributions. The Japanese 
mother interprets her child's behavior as immature and as indicating an inability 
to follow the rules; the German mother assumes that her child is testing the power 
structure. The Japanese mother believes that her model of "giving in" herself 
makes the child aware of the necessity of (sometimes) giving up one's own goals 
in order to reduce conflict and maintain harmony; accordingly, her child learns to 
act in accordance with the culturally valued goal of fostering a harmonious rela-
tionship. In contrast, the German mother believes that the child must obey her 
orders and accept her authority even though (at the same time) she wants her 
child to become independent. Thus, the conflict in German dyads continues or 
even escalates. 

These studies of Japanese and German mother-child interactions clarify the 
different cultural meaning of parent-child relationships in the process of social 
development. Japanese mother-child dyads are characterized by harmonizing 
conflicting needs whereas German dyads engage in escalation of conflict. In 
accordance with this culture-specific relationship quality, the mother's and the 
child's behavior significantly differ in regulating the conflict and the final interac-
tion outcome. These typical interaction sequences affect further social and emo-
tional development. Children learn different ways to handle conflicts in line with 
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the prevailing cultural values, and they develop different social motivations; for 
example, there is less aggression in Japan than in Germany (Kornadt, Hayashi, 
Tachibana, Trommsdorff, & Yamauchi, 1992; Kornadt & Trommsdorff, 1990; 
Trommsdorfl & Kornadt, 2003). The cultural differences in Japanese and German 
mothers' values, beliefs, intentions, and behaviors provide the basis for differences 
in the quality of the parent-child relationship and related further development. 

Therefore, the question of what constitutes a "good" parent-child relationship 
is related to the question of "successful" parenting, "successful" development, and 
"social functioning." In order to answer these questions empirically it is necessary 
to study the culture-specific meaning of these concepts. The qualities and the 
effects of parent-child relationships must therefore be studied in the context of 
specific cultures, taking into account the cultural values, parental beliefs, child-
rearing goals, ethnotheories, behavior, and parent-child interactions. 

Studies of the parent-child relations in adolescence in different cultures also 
point out a large variability (e.g., Chao & Tseng, 2002; LeVine et aI., 1994; Rothbaum, 
Pott, Azuma, Miyake, & Weisz, 2000; Trommsdorff & Kornadt 2003; Whiting & 
Whiting, 1975). Many culture-informed studies directly or indirectly question the 
assumption that striving for autonomy and independence is the most relevant task 
in adolescence, with autonomy indicating maturity and affecting the symmetrical 
quality of parent--child relations. In many non-Western cultures, maturity is achieved 
when the children are able and willing to fulfill their roles and responsibilities in 
the hierarchical structure of the family. This responsibility may consist of taking care 
of younger siblings and/or aging parents. Even when maturity in this sense is 
achieved, parent--child relationships are not characterized by autonomy of the chil-
dren but instead by interdependence of both, parents and their children. 

The few cross-cultural studies dealing with relations between adult children 
and their old parents demonstrate considerable variety (e.g., Lin et aI., 2003). 
Some anthropological studies on the relations over three generations, including 
grandparents, show considerable diversity among various cultures including the 
gender-specific role of parent-child relations in adulthood. For example, early 
studies of grandparents' relationships with grandchildren by Radcliffe-Brown 
(1940) describe these as relaxed ("joking relationship") in contrast to the more 
tense relations between parents and their children. This has been attributed to 
the more marginal position of grandparents and children and the related special 
affinity of members of alternate (as opposed to adjacent) generations who may 
view each other as natural allies against the middle generation of powerful and 
privileged parents. In other societies, the grandparent generation retains authority 
and power over the parents also after the grandchildren are born. The relationship 
of grandchildren with either their maternal or their paternal grandparents differs 
according to the larger cultural and kinship context. 

To summarize, cross-cultural studies demonstrate the heterogeneity of 
parent-child relationships in different age groups, revealing similarity and vari-
ability across cultures. However, systematic comparative, lifespan, cross-cultural 
studies have been rare. A culture-informed, life span approach to a parent-child 
relationship has to specifY which factors influence the quality of the relationship 
and its continuities and changes. Therefore, a theoretical framework to explain 
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the culture-specific qualities of parent-child relationships over the lifespan in 
different cultures is needed. 

THEORETICAL APPROACHES ON PARENT-CHILD 
RELATIONS OVER THE LlFESPAN IN CULTURAL 

CONTEXT 

Culture and Development: A General Theoretical 
Framework 

The culture-informed study of parent-child relationships over the lifespan as sug-
gested herein is partly indebted to ecocultural theories (e.g., Whiting & Whiting, 
1975) that take into account the constraints and resources of the proximate and 
distal contexts and place a special focus on cultural values (Hofstede, 2001; 
Schwartz, 1994; Schwartz & Sagi, 2000; Triandis, 1995). Accordingly, it is assumed 
that individual development is embedded in interconnected levels of society, often 
described as the micro-, meso-, exo-, and macrosystems (Bronfenbrenner, 1979). 
Therefore, descriptions of the ecolOgical and cultural context (Segall, Dasen, Berry, 
& Poortinga, 1999; Trommsdorff & Dasen, 2001), and the specific cultural values 
and related self-construals (Markus & Kitayama, 1991) are needed. The culture-
informed perspective is also indebted to the theoretical approach of the develop-
mental niche by Harkness and Super (2002) (also see Harkness & Super, Chapter 
3, this volume), who assume that individual development takes place in three 
subsystems: the phYSical and social settings of the child's daily life, the culturally 
regulated customs of child-rearing, and the psychology of the caretakers, which are 
interconnected and embedded in the larger ecology. 

A culture-informed theory on parent-child relationships must first of all take 
into account the culture-specific meanings of behavioral indicators. One example 
is the culture-informed modification of attachment theory by Rothbaum, Weisz, 
Pott, Miyake, and Morelli (2000); the authors have questioned the universality of 
the concepts underlying attachment theory (e.g., caretaker sensitivity). Another 
example is the study on culture-specificities of bidirectionality in parent-child 
relationships (Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). The Western view is usually 
confined to assuming interpersonal negotiations between parents and their chil-
dren on the basis of relatively independent positions. However, in many traditional 
and also modern (e.g., East Asian) cultures, parents' and children's roles are 
embedded in a hierarchical structure; the level and function of roles 
prescribe certain behavior as part of interdependent relationships (Chao & Tseng, 
2002; Trommsdorff & Kornadt, 2003). 

Elements of a Culture-Informed Approach to 
Parent-Child Relations Over the Life Course 

A culture-informed theory on parent-child relationships over the lifespan 
investigates both (a) the factors affecting the parent-child relationship, and 
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(b) the functions of parent-child relationships. The first issue pertains to 
factors that affect the quality of the relationship in the various life stages, from 
childhood to old age. These factors may be life-stage-specific, such as the 
biological dependence of the infant on the parents, or the instrumental depen-
dence of the aged parents on their adult children. These factors may also 
depend on the personalities of the interacting partners, on the situational and 
wider socioeconomic context, and the relevant cultural values. The second 
issue pertains to the effects of parent-child relationships on various outcomes. 
Both issues take into account universal and culture-specific factors and 
relationships. 

What predictions can be derived for parent-child relationships on the basis 
of Western and of culture-informed theories? To give an example of Western 
theorizing, parent-child relationships are based on striving for autonomy and 
independence; negotiation between "independent" partners prevails and con-
flicts have to be dealt with. During adolescence, exchanges between adolescent 
children and their parents become increasingly voluntary. At the same time, 
peer relationships gain in importance and become the basis to renegotiate 
relationships with parents. Thereby, increasing independence and the need for 
autonomy emerge as new elements of the parent-child relationships (Laursen 
& Bukowski, 1997). 

Rusbult and Ariaga (1997) offer a different theoretical perspective. They 
assume that the fulfillment of basic social needs such as trust and commitment 
ensures the prosocial quality and persistence of the parent-child relationship. 
Trust emerges as a consequence of observing the altruistic prosocial behavior of 
the partner and as part of the belief that the partner intends to promote one's 
well-being independently of the partner's self-interest. Trust reduces the perceived 
risk of reciprocating benevolence and departing from self-interest. According to 
this theory, the quality of parent-child relationships over the lifespan can increase. 
A precondition, however, is the child's belief (trust) in the altruistic benevolence 
of the parents. Whether this belief is established depends on the subjective 
experience of the parent-child relationship. 

From the perspective of non-Western cultures, both predictions miss the 
essential preconditions to explain parent-child relationships over the lifespan: the 
fundamental belief in assurance that gives rise to a pathway of interdependent 
parent-child relationships over the lifespan, beyond childhood and adolescence. 
The explicit focus on autonomy, independence, and trust in close relationships 
can be seen as a bias in Western theorizing. Rothbaum, Pott et al. (2000) and 
Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (in press), in line with Yamagishi (Yamagishi, Cook, 
& Watabe, 1998), argue that trust provides the typical basis for (close) relationships 
in individualistic, Western cultural contexts where independence and autonomy 
prevail, whereas assurance provides the basis for close relationships in non-
Western cultural contexts where interdependence and relatedness prevail. The 
question therefore arises whether the above-mentioned theoretical approaches 
are invalid in non-Western contexts. 
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A Culture-Informed Psychological Framing of 
Parent-Child Relationships Over the LifeSpan 

How can cultural differences be interpreted in an integrating culture-informed 
theoretical framework on parent--child relationships? From a culture-informed 
point of view, it is essential to understand whether observed behavior patterns are 
intended to establish and stabilize interdependent relationships based on cooper-
ation and harmony, or whether they are intended to develop independent rela-
tionships including conflicts and negotiations of power (see also Rothbaum, Pott 
et aI., 2000). Thus, it would appear important to examine the self-construal, 
intentions, goals, and related values of parents and their children. These intentions 
and self-construals may rather focus on independence or on interdependence (cf. 
Markus & Kitayama, 1991). It is assumed here that the parent-child relationships 
are the basis for the development of such culture-specific self-construals and 
values as part of the socialization process. 

Independence and Interdependence as Basic Values. The relations 
between values and parent-child relationships can be seen on various levels: 
cultural values can influence and regulate parent-child relationships over the 
lifespan; parent-child relationships can influence development and changes of 
value orientation in the child and in the parents, and thus can affect the transmis-
sion of values to the next generation, thereby affecting the cultural value system 
(Trommsdorff, in press). Thus, value orientations can be seen as input and output 
variables but also as moderators affecting the quality of the parent-child relation-
ship. Accordingly, values can be studied on various levels: on one level, value 
orientations are represented in cultural meaning systems, rituals, and artifacts; on 
another level, individual value orientations have an impact on belief systems, goals, 
intentions, and individual behavior. Such research profits when taking into account 
both the level of culture and the level of the individual person (Matsumoto, 1999; 
Triandis, 1995; Trommsdorff & Friedlmeier, in press). 

Cultures and individuals differ with respect to shared values and beliefs in 
regard to the role of the person in the family and society. In certain cultures, the 
person tends to experience himself or herself as rather separate from others 
(independence); in other cultures the person experiences himself or herself as 
interconnected, especially with members of the family and the in-group (interde-
pendence; Markus & Kitayama, 1991). In some cultures, a clear preference for 
independence and autonomy is highly valued, whereas in other cultures interde-
pendence and relatedness are preferred. This distinction has proven useful for 
the explanation of cultural differences in the development of the self, of emotions, 
cognitions, interpersonal interactions, relationships (Fiske, Kitayama, Markus, & 
Nisbett, 1998; Greenfield, Keller, Fuligni, & Maynard, 2003; Trommsdorff & 
Dasen, 2001), and in family systems (Kagitcibasi, 1996). It seems fruitful to 
study interpersonal relations in general and parent-child relationships in par-
ticular as being influenced by these culture-specific values of independence and 
interdependence. 
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Several aspects of parent-child relationships are especially sensitive to cul-
tural values. These include the value and the role of the family, the parents, the 
child, gender, and the elderly. Furthermore, these values are related to the role 
of self, of interpersonal relationships in and over the lifespan, and 
they include the value of parent-child relationships. Cultural values concerning 
the family thus influence parent-child relationships. In many traditional societ-

the "family model of interdependence" is rather typical (Kagitcibasi, 1996). 
the value of the family is strong; usually extended families prevail. A higher 

rate of coresidence of elderly parents with their adult children (at least one adult 
child) is observed in East Asia as compared with the West (Hareven, 1996). 
Ancestors are seen as part of present family life, and ancestor service is a duty 
of the family members. Parents and the elderly experience great respect; they 
are treated as authorities, and enjoy high status because they are believed to 
symbolize \visdom and authority. An example for traditional parent-child rela-
tionships according to Christianity and Judaism can be seen in the words, "Honor 
thy father and thy mother." Confucianism emphasizes filial piety and obedience 
toward the parents. In the traditional patriarchal Chinese family, children were 
eX'Pected to be obedient toward their parents (especially toward their father) 
throughout their lives. The child was traditionally regarded as the property of 
the parents. Accordingly, parents had the right to demand fulfillment of their 
\vishes and to punish the child in the case of misbehavior. Although these beliefs 
are changing, parent-child relationships arc still based on the mutual expectation 
of support: "Parents have the duty to rear and to educate their children; the 
children have the duty to support and assist their parents" (Stevenson et aL, 
1992, p. 25). 

In many traditional but also modern East Asian societies, especially with the 
Confucian tradition, social status increases with increasing age. Even in Japan, the 
value of seniority is still predominant (The Research Committee on the Study of 
the Japanese National Character, 1997). The identity of the person is defined 
according to the person's status within the family. This can be reflected in the 
assignment of the name (the family name is put first; seniority and gender are 
specified). Cultural values also differ with respect to the role of women. In some 
traditional cultures, women are not considered to have full female status unless 
they are mothers and have given birth to a male child. Male children are often 
more highly valued and parents invest more in their upbringing because they 
take care of ancestor worship and their elderly parents (cf. Nauck & Suckow, 
2003; Trommsdorff, Zheng, & Tardif, 2002). Family lineage is maintained through 
the son in many traditional patrilineal family systems (for traditional China see 
Stevenson et al., 1992). 

In most industrialized modern societies, family systems vary in structure and 
stability. Emphasis is placed on the importance of the individual and his or her 
development as an independent, self-directed person. Children are valued for 
emotional reasons rather than for socioeconomic reasons (Trommsdorff et a1., 
2002). Gender differences are rather discounted, women are supposed to have a 
career of their own, they do not have to marry, and they can decide whether to 
have children, and to live alone or together with the father of their children. 
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Whether these changes in family systems imply changes to a "family model of 
independence" (Kagitcibasi, 1996), is an empirical question. Kagitcibasi (1996) 
suggests a third model for societies in transition from traditional to modern 
systems: the "family model of emotional interdependence." 

The model of interdependence is characterized by extended families, high 
fertility, high economic value of children (especially of sons), high loyalty and 
family orientation, authoritarian parenting, and economic support of parents 
through children. This model is widely known in the traditional mral areas of 
"Majority World." The model of independence. which is more typical for indus-
trialized 'Western societies, is characterized by a nuclear family stmeture, low 
fertility, high status of the women, low preference for sons, high emotional value 
and high financial costs of children, permissive parenting, transfer of financial 
resources from parents to children, and low solidarity in the family. The model of 
emotional interdependence is characterized by changing family stmcture and 
value orientations as can be observed in societies in transition. The economic value 
of children and the cconomic dependence between parents and children decrease; 
instead an emotional interdependence rises, authoritarian parenting is more pro-
nounced, and a combination of autonomy and interdependence can be found. 

Thus, the cultural value of the family characterizes the quality of the 
parent-child relationships which can be seen as part of the cultural value of 
independence and interdependence. It can be assumed that values of indepen-
dence allow for more flexible and unstable family and parent-child relations. In 
contrast, values of interdependence foster family orientations and obligations; here 
the individual is embedded in a tightly knit social network of duties including the 
mutual support between parents and children. The cultural values of indepen-
dence and interdependence underlie many aspects of human development. inter-
personal relations, and parent-child relations in particular. 

Developmental Paths in Close Relationships. Starting from cultural 
differences in parcnt-child and adult mate relationships, Rothbaum, Pott et al. 
(2000) have suggested a culture-specific model of the development of close rela-
tionships. These authors combine their observations of cultural differences in 
conflicts and struggles as part of close relationships, starting with parent-child 
relationships. Relationships are described as being based on needs for separation 
or closeness, for independence or interdependence, for autonomy or relatedness. 
Furthermore, the authors assume that conflicting tendencies to follow self-
oriented versus other-oriented goals are typical patterus of cultural differences in 
close relationships. Rothbaum, Pott et al. (2000) describe typical developmental 
paths to close relationships by focusing on the United States and Japan by describ-
ing cultural differences in the meaning and dynamics of close relationships. The 
authors view the biological predispositions for relatedness as "passing through 
cultural " for example, cultural values that emphasize interdependence and 
accommodation or independence and individuation. These different cultural 
lenses affect the development of close relationships. Accordingly, they identify 
two prototypes: the "symbiotic harmony" that can be seen in the Japanese 
mother-child relationship, based on the mother's indulgence and the child's arnae 
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(dependence on the mother; see Azuma, 1986; Doi, 1973). In contrast, the 
prototype of "generative tension" is described as typical for the mother-child 
relationship in the United States (see the assumption in attachment theory on 
separation and proximity seeking). Starting from these descriptions, Rothbaum, 
Pott et aL (2000, pp. 1123ff) suggest the follOwing changes in the development 
of parent-child relations over the lifespan: 

1. Infancy: the opposing processes of separation and reunion versus self-other union. 
2. Childhood: the prioritizing of personal preferences in relationships and resulting 
conflicts between self and paltner versus adherence to obligations and to others' 
e:\;pectations. 3. Adolescence: transferability of attachment from parents to peers 
leading to increased distance from parents versus stability of relationships with both 
parents and peer. 4. Adulthood: a trust (hope and faith) in relationships which, 
ironically, "helps people out of committed relationships" and into new ones versus 
assurance about relationships-a role-based, SOcially supported sense of commitment. 

Empirical evidence for the development of parent-child relationships along 
these hl10 pathways demonstrates that in Japan as compared with the United 
States, more interdependence and less independence is established in par-
ent-child relationships in childhood. In adolescence, stable filial piety is the basis 
for parent-child relations in Japan whereas conflicting relations and transfer of 
close relations from parents to peers is typical in the United States (cf. Rothbaum, 
Pott et aL, 2000). Although the authors focus on parent-child relationships in 
childhood and adolescence, one may adapt their model of culture-specific different 
pathways to later life stages of parent-child relationships. In line ,vith Greenfield 
et aL (2003), in a Western cultural context, parent-child relationships are based 
on independence where partnership, aceeptance of confliets, and negotiations of 
individual interests are highly valued. In contrast, in East Asian cultures, par-
ent-child relationships are based on interdependence where children's obedience, 
filial piety, their compliance with the parents' wishes, and their lifelong duties and 
obligations in honor of the parents are highly valued. Parent-child relationships 
based on interdependence are characterized by harmony, cooperation, and impor-
tantly. the obligation and motivation to reciprocate. 

To summarize, according to the pathway of "symbiotic harmony," parent-child 
relationships are charaeterized by maintaining interdependence; this goal is 
aehieved by fulfilling one's duties and obligations, and meeting the other person's 
expectations. In eontrast, parent-child relationships that are based on "generative 
tension" pursue the goal to establish and maintain independenee and the fulfill-
ment of individual goals. Thus, different relationship qualities are assumed to 
characterize parent-child relationships over the life course in different eultures. 

Culture-Specific Meaning of Relatedness and 
Autonomy. A further culture-specific difference in basic values underlying 
parent-child relationships may be described by the concept of assurance versus 
trust (Yamagishi, Cook, & Watabe, 1998). In cultures based on the need 
for assurance, dose kin networks and an incentive structure for members of the 
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in-group build up a sense of obligation, unconditional loyalty, and filial piety; in 
contrast, in security-based cultures that are characterized by changing in-groups 
and weak group ties, and subjective hope and faith in commitment (in the 
absence of assurance), the establishment of contracts or intimacy serves as the 
basis for relationships. These different types of relationships can be characterized 
by different meaning and dynamics of relatedness (Rothbaum & Trommsdorff, 
in press). 

From this point of view, influential Western theories have to be modified. The 
often-used description of parent-child relationships as developing primarily 
around autonomy, and the assumption of autonomy as being fostered by related-
ness, seem to be biased. Empirical data from anthropological and cross-cultural 
studies contradict the assumption of a universality of primacy of autonomy in 
development. Several studies on adolescence in the United States have pointed 
out that the combination of both autonomy and relatedness are necessary bases 
for the relationship between adolescents and their parents (Grotevant & Cooper, 
1986; Youniss & Smollar, 1985). Along the same lines but staIting from a culture-
informed perspective, Kagitcibasi (1996) has criticized the assumption that the 
dimension of autonomy is characterized by two opposite poles, autonomy and 
relatedness. Adolescents may strive for autonomy without, however, giving up 
relatedness ""ith their parents. 

However, the culture-speciflc perspective on autonomy and relatedness as 
suggested by Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (in press) suggests a different 
approach. According to a description of culture-specific meanings of relatedness, 
one has to take into account that in cultures where independence (autonomy) 
and security are highly valued, relatedness ean correlate positively with autonomy. 
However, in cultures where interdependence and assurance are highly valued, 
autonomy undermines relatedness (although both can occur together in speCific 
selected situations). Thus, the assumption of a universal balance behveen 
autonomy and relatedness in different cultures has to be questioned. Instead, 
Rothbaum and Trornmsdorff (in press) suggest a different meaning of both, 
relatedness and autonomy, depending on the cultural context. The authors 
demonstrate that in the West, relatedness and autonomy can go together: for 
example, individuation depends on autonomy and relatedness. In East Asia, 
however, relatedness and autonomy are in eonflict with each other: relatedness 
precludes autonomy. The cultural and situation context give a certain 
meaning to autonomy and in the case of independence, both can go 
together; in the case of interdependence, relatedness undermines autonomy. 
Accordingly, relatedness and autonomy are part of parent-child relationships only 
in the respective cultural context \'.1.th its speCific developmental pathway. Thus, 
a culture-informed conceptualization of parent-child relationships is suggested 
here that specifies whether a combination of both autonomy and relatedness or 
the mutual exclusion is typical for the parent-child relationship. 

The meaning of relatedness depends on the culture-specific context (Rothbaum 
& Trommsdorff, in press). Relatedness combined with autonomy can fulfi11 the 
need for security in the 'Western context; however, in non-\Vestem cultures, (e.g., 
in East Asia) relatedness excluding autonomy can fulfi11 the need for assurance. 
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This different view on relatedness and autonomy may be illustrated in the following 
way. Security needs are basic in both cultural contexts; however, in the context of 
independent selves it makes more sense to negotiate security in order to come to 
an agreement on the kind of relationship where security needs can best be fulfilled. 
Because relationships are not necessarily stable, commitment is an important 
precondition for ensuring security. Whereas in a context within which socialization 
to interdependent selves place, assurance is the best way to ascertain fulfIll-
ment of security needs. This is provided in a cohesive and tightly knit group where 
clear rules direct one's behavior and where emotional connections and harmonious 
relations provide the basis for experiencing assurance. In the first-mentioned 
context of independence, relationships are based on trust, and the exchange of 
goods and services follows the principle of reciprocity. In contrast, in the interde-
pendent context, relationships are based on assurance; accommodation to other 
persons' needs, and the obligation to fulfill these needs (beyond reciprocity norms) 
guides one's behavior. Assurance arises from the experience of being part of the 
in-group of interconnected persons sharing the same beliefs. Thus, a culture-
informed theory on parent-child relationships over the lifespan should take into 
account these different values and meanings of relationships. 

To summarize, the approaches presented here differ in some ways. Kagitcibasi 
(1996) focuses on models of family relations in different cultures and social change, 
whereas Rothbaum, Pott et a1. (2000) and Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (in press) 
analyze the characteristics of parent-child relationships in different eultures. The 
latter approach seems especially promising for a culturc-inforuled approach on life-
course development of parent-ehild relationships. The authors go beyond the estab-
lished Western approach that has assumed a balance between relatedness and 
autonomy; instead, they demonstrate that culture specificities in parent-child 
relationships can be better explained on the basis of different meanings given to 
autonomy and relatedness depending on the cultural value of independence or 
interdependence. 

VALUE OF CHILDREN AND INTERGENERATIONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS IN DIFFERENT CULTURES 

In the follOwing section, the goals, methods, and first results from an ongoing 
cross-cultural, lifespan study of parent-child relationships are described. 

Goals of the Study 

The present study was conceived of as a contribution to the questions of whether , 
why, and how parent-child relationships are part of individual development over 
the lifespan, and whether this is a universal or culture-specific phenomenon. 
The main goal of our ongoing research is to test the culture-informed model of 
intergenerational relationships over the lifespan (Trommsdorff, 2001a, 2003) 
(see Figure 6.1). Thus, the focus is on the universal and culture-specifiC rela-
tionships among general and specific value orientations, the quality of 
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FIGURE 6.1 

parent-child relationships, the intention to support one's parents and one's 
children, and the transmission of values to the next generation. The patterns of 
these relations are studied cross-culturally in order to specify the function of 
the cultural context (e.g., values, family systems) for parent-child relationships 
over the life course. 

It is assumed here that the predomimmt sociocultural values influence the 
relationships between parents and their children over the life span and among 
more than one generation. These values give a culture-specific psycholOgical 
meaning to the respective relationships and constitute the specific pathways in 
the development of parent-child relationships. The parent-child relationships are 
assumed to result from the past socialization experiences of parents and their 
children and the present value system (including general cultural values, e.g., 
independence or interdependence and, more specifically, the value of the child, 
of the parents, of family). According to the ecocultural and value-theoretical 
approach, it is assumed that parents transport the cultural values into the devel-
opmental niche of the child. Both parents and children are assumed to influence 
the parent-child relationship, and thereby affect future development. The 
quality of the parent-child relationship is assumed to contribute to mutual trust 
or assurance, to the long-range goal of fostering the well-being of the other person, 
and to the experience and the effective transmission of shared values, interests, 
and activities (see Figure 6.1). 

In order to test the culture-informed model of intergenerational relationships 
over the life span (Trommsdorff, 2001a, 2003) Figure 6.1), a multigeneration 
and a cross-cultural design is necessary (a longitudinal study would be optimal, of 
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course). The main assumptions of this model are as follows. (A) Universalities: 
Parent-child relationships in different (biologically related) generations share cer-
tain similarities due to their developmental conditions and their functional prop-
erties. More specifically, the following universal relationships (independent of 
cultural context) are assumed: (1) Values and socialization experiences (including 
attachment) affect the quality of the parent-child relationship. (2) Parent-child 
relationships (a) function as a transmission belt between the generations (Tromms-
dorff, in press); and (b) influence the degree and kind of support given to the 
older and/or younger generations. (B) Culture Specificities: Parent-child relation-
ships are affected by the cultural context and values; they function as a transmission 
belt for those values that are consistent with the cultural and the individual values. 
And the cultural context influences the extent and kind of support exchanged 
among the generations (reciprocity). 

Methods: Sample. Procedure, and Instruments 

Participating Countries. The countries included in this study represent dif-
ferent economic, social, and political systems, and different aspects of individual-
istic and socially oriented cultural values: Republic of China, Germany (West and 
East), Indonesia, IsraeL the Republic of Korea, and Turkey (see Table 6.1). More 
countries are presently being added to the study: France, India, Czechoslovakia, 
South Africa, and Ghana. 

TABLE 6.1 Design of the vac Main Study (Including the Three-Generation 
Sample) 

Republic Republic 
of Korea Indonesia of China Turkey Israel Germany Sum 

Mothers of (2- to 3-year-oldl Children 
Number 300 300 300 300 300 300 1800 

(+100) (+100) 

Mothers of Adolescent (14- to 17-year-old) Cbildren 

Number 300 300 300 300 300 300 1800 

Tbree-
(+100) (+lOO) 

Adolescents 
generation 

Number 300 300 300 300 300 300 1800 study 
(+100) (+100) 

Maternal Grandmothers 

Number 300 300 300 300 300 300 1800 
(+100) (+100) 

Total Sample 
Sum 1000 1000 1000 1000 1300 1000 6300 

Note: Further participating countries: Czech Republic, France, Ghana, India. Japan, South Africa. 
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Design and Sample Size 
The participants included approximately 300 adolescents and their biological moth-
ers as well as approximately 100 grandmothers from these families (biological moth-
ers of these mothers). Furthermore, a sample of 300 mothers with young children 
(target children not older than 5 years) was interviewed. This design allows for partial 
replication of the Value of Children (vaC) sample plus a study of social change 
and, furthermore, an extension to the study of intergenerational relations. 

Sample Description. The samples include persons from urban and rural 
areas and persons from middle and low SES when possible. The adolescent 
participants were 14 to 17 years old (see Trommsdorff, 2001b; also see Table 6.1). 

Procedure and Instruments. The data were collected in 2000 (pilot study) 
and 2002/3 (main study), Face-to-face structured interviews were carried out. 
Because the concepts needed to be ope rationalized with respect to culture-
specific a pilot study was first carried out in five countries. The 
relevant constructs (including measures of value of children, family, socialization 
experience, attachment, relationship quality, and investment in old parents) were 
measured by instruments that were first tested with respect to reliability and 
validity. 

To give a few examples of instruments that were tested in the pilot study and 
then used in the main study: the value of children was measured according to the 
instruments used in the original Value of Children Study (Arnold et al., 1975) by 
asking for advantages and disadvantages in having children (presenting a list of 
items that had to be evaluated on four-pOint scales). Value orientations were 
measured aceording to (a) the instrument of Singelis (1994), which was designed 
to measure the degree of independence/interdependence, and (b) collectiv-
ism/individualism was measured by the instrument ofSchW'artz (1994). The quality 
of the parent-child relationship was measured according to Furman and Buhr-
mester (1985, 1992). Support given to parents (in the pilot study) was measured, 
for example, by the answer to the question: "When your aging mother is in need: 
(a) would you become in debt in order to help her, or (b) would you give up your 
employment in order to help." Also, the participants were asked to indicate the 
reason for their decision in order to measure aspects of their motivation. The same 
set of core items was used in all three generations and also in the sample of the 
young mothers. Furthermore, some specific questions were added for specific 
samples (e.g., the adolescents' future orientation). (For more details on the main 
study and description of the participating countries see Trommsdorff & Nauck, 
2004; for details on the instruments used see Schwarz, Chakkarath, Fecher, Mayer, 
& Trommsdorff, 2001). 

Selected Results 
In the follO\ving section, some questions, analyses, and results are sum-
marized in order to illustrate some steps for testing aspects of the culture-informed 
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model of parent-child relationships over the lifespan. First, the role of values and 
of attachment for the quality of the relationship, and second, the function of 
parent-child relationships for (a) the transmission of values and for (b) the given 
support is discussed. 

(1) The Role of Values and of Attachment for 
Parent-Child Relationships 

Changing Value of Children: From Economic to 
Emotional Values. Taking into account the massive changes in parent-child 
relationships occurring as a result of the ongoing socioeconomic and demographic 
changes, the question arises as to whether parent-child relationships are follOwing 
the same developmental path in most parts of the world, or whether diverse 
culture-specific developmental pathways exist. In line with the above-mentioned 
ecocultural approach, it is assumed that the cultural context, including the eco-
nomic and ecological situation, provides certain constraints and chances for the 
development of parent-child relationships. 

For example, in subsistence societies and most traditional societies, children 
are responsible from an early age for contributions to the economic resources of 
their parents (and other family members). This obligation becomes even more 
pronounced in the course of development and constitutes the basis for the 
"economic value" of children. In contrast, in highly industrialized Western soci-
eties, adult children are not usually regarded as an economic resource for old 
parents, whereas the parents are held responsible for providing the resources so 
that their children can achieve economic independence (cf. Kagitcibasi, 1996). 
The socioeconomic and cultural context thus provides constraints and opportuni-
ties, including values and norms in which development and parent-child relation-
ships take place. 

Results from our pilot study have shown that the emotional value of children 
has increased in most countries during the period from 1970 to 2000, and at the 
same time the economic value of children decreased in importance (Trommsdorff 
et aI., 2002). \"llen comparing the two generations of mothers and grandmothers, 
we find that this value orientation is rather similar in industrialized countries in 
both generations (e.g., in Japan and Germany; Makoshi & Trommsdorff, 2002). 
In less industrialized countries (e.g., Turkey) economic values are still partially 
preferred (Nauck & Suckow, 2003). These results are in line with results from 
worldwide fertility surveys. Although in most countries the importance of the 
emotional value of children (VOC) is quite high (relative to other VOC), some 
intracultural differences occur (e.g., urban-rural differences and differences 
between the older and younger generations; cf. country reports in Trommsdorff 
& Nauck, 2004). For example, with respect to Old-Age-Security, VOC mothers 
of adolescent children reported higher values in East as compared to West 
Germany (Mayer & Trommsdorff, 2003, July). 

The question presently being tested in the main study asks how far preferences 
and changes in the value of children affect the parent-child relationship over the 
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lifespan in different cultures. Results from the German sample showed that 
mothers high in emotional VOC preferred independence as parental goals 
(Trommsdorff, Mayer, & Albert, 2004). Also, universal and culture-specific effects 
of the value of children on, parenting and the parent-child relations have been 
shown (Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2004). 

Adult Daughters' and Their Mothers' Perception of 
Relationship Quality: A Test of the "Intergenerationai 
Stake Hypothesis." The aim of this study was to analyze the quality of the 
relationships of adult daughters with their mothers in cultures that differ with 
respect to socioeconomic conditions and cultural values (Schwarz & Trommsdorff, 
2004; Trommsdorff & Schwarz, 2003). We tested the general hypothesis that 
parents and their children systematically differ with respect to the perception 
of their relationship (Bengtson & Kuypers, 1971). According to the "intergen-
erational stake" thesis parents consistently report higher levels of closeness 
and harmony in the parent-child relationships as compared with their children. 
These differences have been explained as a result of different developmental 
concerns of each generation. Parents are assumed to be more interested in a 
stable continuation of positive relationships in the family, including continuity 
of values, and therefore overstate the positive aspects of their relationship with 
their children. In contrast, adolescent and adult children are assumed to 
achieve autonomy and become independent from their parents, thus feeling 
less commitment to the parent-child relationship and perceiving more negative 
aspects in their relationship to their parents. Furthermore, according to rec-
iprocity assumptions, the parents' higher investment in the relationship should 
be balanced by a positive relationship quality (Giarusso, Stallings, & Bengtson, 
1995). So far, the intergenerational stake hypothesis has not yet been tested 
in different cultures. 

In our study, we assumed that the quality and the perception of parent-child 
relationships are influenced by culture-specific value orientations. In line with the 
"intergenerational stake" hypothesis, parent-child differences are expected in 
a context preferring independence and "generative tension" as compared with a 
context preferring interdependence and "symbiotic harmony." We assume that 
parents from cultures with high values of interdependence believe in their chil-
dren's close relationship to parents; they do not worry much about possible risks 
and their stake in the relationship, and thus do not see a reason to overstate positive 
aspects of their relationship to their children. 

Mothers and their adult daughters from Germany and Indonesia (N = 400; 
main study) participated in this study. German mothers reported greater intimacy 
and less conflict than their adult daughters, whereas the two generations within 
the Indonesian sample did not differ. In Indonesia an intergenerational difference 
occurred for emotional support: emotional support given by the mother was more 
frequently reported by mothers than by their adult daughters. 

Intergenerational relations can be analyzed by mean differences. However, 
these means may be based on different patterns of relationship quality. Therefore, 
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we carried out a cluster analysis including difference scores of the four indicators 
of relationship quality. The results revealed three clusters. Only one cluster (com-
prising 35 percent of the dyads) was consistent with the intergenerational stake hypoth-
esis. A second cluster comprised :39 percent of the mother-daughter dyads and can 
be characterized as revealing the opposite pattern, in which daughters perceived the 
relationship more positively than the mothers. A third cluster comprised 26 percent 
of the dyads and was characterized by a tendency of the mothers toward less self-
disclosure. 

These analyses point out that the study of simple mean differences in inter-
generational differences conceals complex patterns of mothers' and daughters' 
perspectives on the relationship. The patterns of results showed some culture-
speCific characteristics. We included value orientations in our further analyses in 
order to explain the cultural variations in intergenerational differences. As 
expected, Indonesian as compared with German mothers and their adult daughters 
favored values of interdependence and collectivism more and values of individu-
alism less. The analyses revealed one Significant effect of the mothers' value 
orientation: the higher the mothers' collectivism, the less likely the dyad was to 
belong to the cluster that was charaderized by less maternal self-disclosure. Thus, 
the individual value orientations did not show strong correlations 'With the patterns 
of mother-daughter perspectives on the relationship. 

Finally, it has to be discussed why the Intergenerational Stake Hypothesis was 
only confirmed in the respective cultures with respect to certain aspects: in the 
German sample with respect to intimacy and conflict and in Indonesian sample 
\vith respect to emotional support given by the mother. The items on intimacy in 
the parent-child relationship refer to the tendency of the participants to engage 
in self-disclosure (talk about personal experiences). Self-disclosure has often been 
described as more prevalent in individualistic than in collecthistic cultures. This 
communication style seems to be less acceptable in collectivistic cultures, in which 
hierarchical relationships and clear role defInitions regulate interactions. Our 
results show that this pattern can be replicated for adult mother-child relationships 
in our Indonesian and German samples: less maternal self-disclosure is more 
typical mnong dyads with coIlectivistic mothers. 

These results can be interpreted as supporting the assumption of cultural 
differences in parent-child relationships in adulthood. In line with the often-
reported cultural value of harmony in the Javanese family, less conflict between 
Indonesian mothers and daughters occurred; here the dyads did not differ in their 
respedive evaluations. Furthermore, filial piety and values of seniority foster the 
respect for the older generation; thus, the adult children experience relatively 
fewer conflicts with their parents. Our results show that Indonesian daughters 
report less conflict with their mothers than do German daughters. With regard to 
other aspeets of the relationship such as the emotional support the mother has 
given to her daughter, the Indonesian mothers' reports turned out to be more 
positive than those of their daughters. This is in line with the cultural values of 
prosocial orientation to kin. To give support and help to the children is part of 
Javanese ethics (Magnis-Suseno, 1997). 



168

·When mmparing samples with regard to values of interdependence and inde-
pendence in such sociocultural contexts that are undergoing massive changes, one 
should take into account different patterns and combinations of these values in 
order to account for the differential function for coping ~ith ongoing change and 
for the parent-child relationship. The culture-specific meaning of relatedness and 
autonomy in parent-child relations may undergo changes in times of transition. 

Attachment and the Relationship Between Adult 
Daughters (Mothers) and Their Mothers 
(Grandmothers). It was assumed that socialization experiences affect par-
ent-child relationships. Attachment (as a quasi-stable personality variable in the 
sense of a working model that has developed on the basis of early socialization 
experiences and parent-child relationship) was assumed to be related to the quality 
of the parent-child relationship over the lifespan. It was also assumed that any 
attachment style that does not coincide with the cultural norm (thus representing 
an individual deviation from the normal distribution) will be negatively related to 
parent-child relationships. Results from the pilot study showed that in the three 
cultures (Germany, Korea, and Japan) the ratings for the secure attachment were 
highest as compared with the other prototypes of attachment. In line with our 
expectations, the least preferred insecure attachment styles were Significantly and 
negatively related with relationship quality. In the Korean and German sample, 
this negative relation occurred for preoccupied attachment, and in the Japanese 
sample it occurred for dismissive attachment. These results support the notion 
that early parent-child experiences underlying later attachment (working model) 
affect the way in which parent-child relationships develop over the lifespan. 

(2) The Role of Parent-Child Relationships in the 
Intergenerational Transmission 

Intergenerational Transmission of Values and 
Attitudes. The transmission of values from parents to their children can be 
seen as a result of a positive parent-child relationship (Grusec & Goodnow, 1994). 
Cultural values and socioeconomic changes may affect the transmission of values 
between the generations, and also the parent-child relationship over the lifespan. 
In accordance with the model of Kagitcibasi (1996) and the model of culture-
specific developmental paths (Rothbaum, Pott et at, 2000), we assume that in 
muntries where values of interdependence are high, the transmission of value 
orientations from parents to their children will be stronger than in modern indi-
vidualistic societies. Similarities in values of parents and their children have often 
been used a, an indicator of successful transmission of values (for a critical dis-
cussion of the validity see Trommsdorff, in press). It was assumed that in societies 
undergoing a transition to modernity, the older generation prefers traditional 
values more than the younger generation. Here, only selective transmission of 
values was expected. Also, a value change may be indicated by intergenerational 
differences in value orientation. 
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In one study, we tested intergenerational differences and similarities "With 
respect to parental goals. Developmental timetables (the preferred age levels for 
when children should show a certain hehavioral competence) were used as indi-
cators for values. Tests of value similarities between mothers and their biological 
mothers (grandmothers) in the Gemlan, Korean, and Indonesian samples (pilot 
study; Schwarz, Chakkarath, & Trommsdorff, 2002) showed differences only 
between the Korean and the German mothers' and grandmothers' expectations, 
and not for the Indonesian dyads. These results support our hypotheses that 
disagreements between the grandmother and mother generation arc less pro-
nounced in a traditional interdependent culture. In line with this reasoning, we 
also tested similarities in developmental goals among German mothers and grand-
mothers (main study). Again, differences bel:\veen the two generations occurred 
in the expected direction: developmental goals of obedience were more preferred 
and goals of independence were less preferred by grandmothers as compared to 
mothers (Trommsdorff et aI., 2004). 

In addition to the testing of mean differences in value orientations, the com-
parison of value structures (e.g., by latent class analysis) can indicate whether and 
in which way generations differ. In a country undergoing signifieant socioeconomic 
and cultural change, the Czech Republic, we found that grandmothers belonged 
to a group (profile) with high values on all vac dimensions but none of their 
adult daughters (mothers of adolescent children) belonged to this group; these 
adult daughters were represented in a group in which only the emotional value 
of children was high (Mayer & Trommsdorff, 2003, Septemher). Whether these 
differences indicate effects of value changes or of individual development is a 
question that cannot be answered by these analyses. 

In a further study on a German sample (main study) of mothers and their 
adolescent children (Albert & Trommsdorff, 2003, August) we focused on the 
question of whether intergenerational similarities and differences in value orien-
tations are related to the parent-child relationships Figure 6.1). We tested 
the extent of transmission of values (general and domain-specific values such as 
individualism/collectivism, value of family, and interdependence), and the mod-
erating effect of the parent-child relationship quality. As suggested in our model 
of intergenerational relations over the lifespan, the relationship quality bel:\veen 
mothers and adolescents should influence the extent of transmission. According 
to Grusec and Goodnow (1994) the internalization of values follows 1:\'110 steps: the 
accurate perception of a value and its acceptance. Accordingly, it was assumed 
here that intimacy in the relationship and perceived acccptance ("admiration") 
enhances communication bel:\veen adolescents and their mothers and thereby 
increases the accurate perception of' maternal values and the acccptance of mater-
nal values. In contrast, conflict bel:\vcen adolescents and their mothers increases 
the communication about values (Knaf'o & Schwartz, 2003) but at the same time 
reduces the accuracy of perception and the acceptance. 

The results showed that all four value orientations of the adolescents were 
predicted by the value orientations of mothers. The prediction of'individualism, 
however, was relatively weak, indicating a rather selective transmission of values. 
At the same time, mean values of mothers and adolescents on all scales differed; 
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this indicates relative as opposed to absolute transmission. Apart from that, inti-
macy and admiration turned out to be transmission belts for values of collectivism 
and the value of the family, but not for individualism and interdependence. Con-
flict had no moderating effect on value transmission. Furthermore, all aspects of 
relationship quality had direct effects on the value orientations of the adolescents. 
These results support the notion that relationship quality has an important impact 
on the development of value orientations of adolescents beyond its role as a 
moderator. Thus, relationship quality can be seen as an important transmission 
belt (Trommsdorff, in press). 

intergenerational Transmission of Relationship 
Quality. Can parent-child relationships also function as a transmission belt for 
the relationship quality in the nonadjacent generations? Intergenerational rela-
tions do not only consist of parent-child relations, but also of relations of non-
adjacent generations such as grandparents and grandchildren. These extend the 
parent-child relationship over the life course to the next generation. The rela-
tionship between grandparents and grandchildren is becoming more and more 
important as a consequence of demographic changes; increasing life expectancy 
increases the probability of experiencing grandparenthood and the duration of 
grandparent-grandchild relations. Our aim here was to analyze in the German 
sample (main study) of the relationship quality of grandchildren to their 
maternal grandmothers ,vith respect to patterns of intergenerational relationships 
(Albert & Trommsdorff, 2004, July). The most important result was that the 
relationship quality between the mother and the grandmother (her own mother) 
had an important impact on the relationship quality between adolescents and 
their grandmothers. All aspects of relationship quality betw'een grandchildren 
and grandmothers could be predicted by the relationship quality between 
mothers and grandmothers. This underlines that a transmission of relationship 
quality can occur between nonadjacent generations. Further analyses will show 
if these results can be replicated in other cultures, and whether universal or 
culture-specific patterns can be observed in the relationship among more than 
two generations of one family. 

Intergenerational Relationship and Support. Further analyses dealt 
with the question of parent-child relationships over the lifespan in different 
cultures, taking into account behavioral and functions of intergenerational 
relations. In several studies, an important role of parent-child relationships has 
been seen in the exchange of support between the generations (e.g., "intergener-
ational solidarity," Bengtson, Gial1lsso, Marby, & Silverstein, 2002). However, the 
model of intergenerational solidarity has rarely been tested cross-culturally. 

Giving Support to Parents. In a study comparing German and Japanese 
adult parent-child dyads (Albert & Trommsdorff, 2003, September; Trommsdorff, 
200.3), we examined factors influencing intended support for old parents. The 
underlying theoretical question was: is the adult children's support for their aged 
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parents based on past socialization experience or on the present emotional qualities 
of the relationship to the parents? The sample (pilot study) consisted of Japanese 
and German mothers and grandmothers. 

First, cultural similarities and differences with respect to the intended support 
for old parents were analyzed. The results showed cultural differences in support 
between German and Japanese adult daughters regarding the variable "willingness 
to become in debt to help parents," but not in the variable "taking frail mother 
in one's own house and partly giving up employment." German adult daughters 
were more willing than their Japanese counterparts to go into debt in order to 
help parents. Second, we studied the relation between adult daughters' socializa-
tion experiences and their intended support for their parents. Both German and 
Japanese adult daughters showed more intended support for their mothers when 
they had experienced more sensitivity on the part of their mothers in their earlier 
development. Third, we studied the relation between mother-daughter relation-
ship quality and intended support for the old mother. The results showed that the 
quality of the present emotional mother-daughter relationship as reported by 
Japanese and German adult daughters was related to their intended support for 
their old mothers. However, for German as c'Ompared to Japanese adult daughters, 
their emotional relation to their mother was significantly more related to the 
degree of intended support (investment by taking frail mother in one's own house 
and partly giving up employment). These results demonstrate the culture-specific 
effect of emotional relationship quality and its culture-specific function for invest-
ment in old parents. Fourth, we examined the relation between family interde-
pendence and intended support. The analyses showed Significant correlations 
between family interdependence and intended support for old mothers only in 
the German sample of adult daughters. 

Fifth, in accordance with attachment theory, we assumed that secure attach-
ment of adult daughters was related to higher support for their old parents. As a 
matter of fact, in the Japanese sample, secure attachment was correlated positively 
with intergenerational investment. This did not occur for the German sample. In 
order to test the hypothesis on the culture-specific effeets of the relationship 
quality and attachment, step\'iise regression analyses were carried out. Indeed, 
culture-specific effects of these two variables on the investment in aged mothers 
occurred. Japanese and German adult daughters invested in their old parents on 
the basis of different factors: Adult daughters' experience of their mothers' sen-
sitivity in socialization predicted the Japanese adult daughters' intended support, 
and the present emotional relation between adult daughters and their mothers as 
well as family interdependence of the adult daughter predicted the German adult 
daughters' intended support of their aging mothers. For both samples, the adult 
daughters' experience of their mothers' sensitivity in socialization was related to 
support; however, for the German sample, this relation was mediated by the 
present emotional mother-daughter relation (see Figure 6.2). 

Sixth, we examined the willingness to provide support the other way around, 
from aged mothers to their adult daughters. The results showed that Japanese 
mothers' willingness to help their adult daughters was related to their secure 
attachment, whereas for German mothers it was related to their emotional 
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Japan 

secure attachment of adult 
daughter 

family interdependence of adult 
daughter 

FIGURE 6.2 

support for parents (mothers) 

relationship quality with their daughters. These results underlined our assumption 
that there are cultural differences in thc function of attachment and relationship 
quality for intended support. 

To summarize, our results showed signiHcant differences between adult daugh-
ters in Japan and Germany with respect to support of parcnts as a function of 
intcrgenerational relationships. The willingness to support the older parents was 
influenced by culture, socialization, attachment, aspects of the relationship quality, 
and family interdependence. For the Japanese adult daughters (and their mothers) 
secure attachment was relevant, and for the German adult daughters (and their 
mothers) high quality of their relationship with their own mother was most pre-
dictive of their intention to support their old parents. For German adult daughters 
family interdependence was also related to intended support. For German and 
for Japanese adult daughters, the remembered experience of their mothers' 
sensitivity in the past was influential for the willingness to support the old mother, 
but in the German sample the intention to support was mediated by the present 
emotional mother-daughter relation. 

These results can be interpreted vvithin tbe theoretical framework of Rothbaum, 
Pott et al. (2000) where cultural differences in parent-child relationships are 
described as "symbiotie harmony" as compared to "generative tension"; the results 
are also in line "''ith the notion of the cultural meaning of relatedness by Rothbaum 
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and Trommsdorff (in press). For the German dyads, a positive quality (based on 
emotional warmth) has to be achieved in order to give support; in an individualistie 
context eharaeterized by generative tension, parent-ehild relationships are nego-
tiated and vary with respeet to its quality. In Japan, however, the quality of the 
relationship is assured, and relatedness is part of the interdependent and symbiotic 
harmony; therefore, the relationship quality does not Significantly eontribute to 
(and mediate) support However, in the Japanese ease, the individual attachment 
security of adult daughters and espeCially their experience of their mothers' sen-
sitivity in the past are influential for the prediction of their support for their 
mothers. Although the relationship is assured, these are individual experiences 
that aiIect individual behavior. Parent-ehild relationships obviously entail culture-
specitlcities that are organized around basic values of security and assurance and 
which aifect the meaning of relatedness. 

Reciprocity in Support. In further analyses we studied the role of reciproc-
ity in parent-child relationships over the life course in difIerent cultures, assuming 
that reciprocity may have a different meaning in different eultures and therefore 
affect the exchange of support between the generations differently. A recent study 
on Gernlan adult daughters and their mothers shows that perceived reciprocity is 
associated with the intergenerational exchange of support; imbalance in support 
has negative effects on the quality of the adult parent-child relationship (Schwarz, 
Trommsdorff, Albert, & Maver, 2004). These results are verY much in line with 
Western theories assuming ~ close association between recip;ocity and quality of 
relationship. The next question therefore is whether these results can be replicated 
in non-Western cultural contexts. First results from the pilot study (Schwarz, 
Trommsdorff, & Chakkarath, in press) showed that cultural differences oceurred 
with respec.t to the effect of reciprocity (in regard to past experience of help and 
support by adult daughters/mothers) on the relationship quality: Indonesian adult 
daughters who gave more than they received from their mothers evaluated the 
relationship to their mother as more positive than other cultural samples. In the 
main study on adult daughters' and their mothers' relationships and exchange of 
support we further investigated the associations among reciprocity of support and 
the quality of the relationship comparing samples from South Korea, Republic of 
China, and Germany. The associations were positive in East Asian samples, how-
ever, German adult daughters evaluated their relationship with their mothers more 
negatively when they felt they had reeeived less. a Western conceptualiza-
tion of reciprocity as a balaneed exehange among independent partners seems to 
prevail whereas the East Asian samples rather perceive of giving support to the 
parents as part of a lifelong interdependeney. This interpretation is supported by 
the result that the value of interdependence is associated with the degree of 
emotional and instrumental support which adult daughters give to their parents 
(Schwarz, Trommsdorff, Kim, & Park, 2004). 

These results are in line with the traditional value of "filial piety" in East Asia 
and Indonesia, and the children's lifelong obligation to take care of their parents' 
well-being. Even though this value may be undergoing celiain changes in a country 
like Korea, which is in a process of transition to modernity, it remains to be 
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empirically tested whether the value of filial piety is declining (Ho, 1994), or 
whether it is changing its meaning in the process of other changes. A promising 
approach seems to specify the psychological aspects of this concept and to differ-
entiate "reciprocal" and "authoritarian" filial piety (Yeh & Bedford, 2003). 

So far, the above-mentioned results clearly demonstrate a different cultural 
meaning of "reciprocity" (in Germany as compared to East Asian countries) as 
is suggested by the model of cultural pathways (Rothbaum, Pott et al., 2000) 
and by Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (in press) who assume that a primacy of 
relatedness undermines autonomy. In the case of assurance and the primacy of 
relatedness, calculations of a balanced exchange of individual input and output 
do not meet the requirement as a valid indicator of reciprocity and the quality 
of the relationship. When the cultural context is characterized by interdepen-
dence and relatedness, the quality of the parent-child relationship is rather 
characterized by symbiotic harmony, filial obligation, and lifelong assurance. 
Therefore, an imbalance of parent-child relationships with respect to (given or 
received) support does not induce dissatisfaction and frustration. On the con-
trary, because parents have given so much in the past, the child can never really 
pay back and create a balance. Embedded in a relationship of interdependence 
and harmony, the child's lifelong loyalty to the parents is more than Simply a 
duty to honor the parents' investment; this kind of parent-child relationship 
does not allow for compensation and balance except for adult children's investing 
in the next generation. Therefore, the Western concept of reciprocity in terms 
of a balanced exchange does not necessarily hold for non-Western countries. 
This underlines the necessity of culture-informed theorizing on parent-child 
relationships. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The empirical results presented here are based on our first analYSis of the data 
from the cross-national study on "Value of Children and Intergenerational 
Relationships" (VaC), which focuses on parent-child relationships over three 
generations. Further analyses are needed to better understand cultural differences 
as well as similarities in intergenerational relationships. In order to explain 
parent-child relationship quality over the life course, contextual and person vari-
ables will be taken into account; on this basis, the question is dealt "''ith in how 
far individual value orientations and the quality of the parent-child relationship 
will be transmitted to the next generation. 

Major socioeconomic environmental and demographic changes have recently 
pOinted to the need to better understand the quality and function of intergener-
ational relationships. Parents and their children share about five decades as adults; 
they are mutually connected by a relationship that may impose constraints and 
resources and may change according to the respective developmental tasks, and 
personal and contextual factors. Furthermore, the study of parent-child relation-
ships over the lifespan is important for its contribution to improved theorizing on 
relationships and development in cultural context. 
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The present study on "Value of Children and Intergenerational Relationships" 
attempts to analyze the effects of cultural context and individual values on par-
cnt-child relationships and their function for the transmission of values. First data 
analyses underline the role of value orientations and the socialization experiences 
for parent-child relations in differcnt generations and cultural contexts. Also, the 
role of parent-child relationships for the transmission of values and for support 
given to parents differs according to the cultural context. These studies may be 
seen as a first approach to the empirical testing of the theoretical notion of culture-
speCific developmental paths for parent-child relationships over the lifespan, 
contrasting symbiotic harmony and generative tension (Rothbaum, Pott et aI., 
2000) and taking into account the culture-specific value of relatedness (Rothbaum 
& Trommsdorff, in press) for parent-child relationships. This may allow a better 
understanding of the development of parent-child relationships ovcr thc life span 
in the different cultural contexts and in processes of sociocultural changc. Accord-
ing to Rothbaum and Trommsdorff (in press), for non-Western countries, values 
of assurance affect interpersonal relationships including the meaning of rclatcd-
ness and reciprocity. Thus, reciprocity as a characteristic of a relationship is not 
necessarily a universal value based on rules of a balanced exchange of resources 
among independent persons. This perspective is valid in cultures based on security 
and where a positivc association between autonomy and relatedness prcvails. 
However, reciprocity may have a different meaning in cultures based on assurance 
and where a negative association between relatedness and autonomy prevails. In 
these cultures, the meaning of reciprocity can be associated with the unquestioned 
obligation (or even subjective need) to invest in the other person's (parents or 
children) well-being for the sake of maintaining the interdependent bonds of the 
in-group or the bonds of the parent-child relationship. 

Whether the relations among parents and children from different generations 
will follow a different developmental path in the course of sociocultural change 
in different cultures needs to be investigated in future research. It is assumed that 
environmental changes Vl-ill influence intergenerational relations while at the same 
time intergenerational relations will affect the cultural context and social change 
on the basis of transmission processes. Although the related demographic changes 
presumably constitute the most urgent global environmental problems, develop-
mental psychology has to face the task of engaging in testing theories that may 
contribute to both a "science of culture and parenting" (Bomstein, 2001) and a 
"science of development and relationships in culture." 

NOTES 

The study on "Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations in Six 
Cultures" is supported by grants from the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
(DFG) (Tr 169/4-1,2,3) (Principal investigators: Gisela Trommsdorff, University 
of Konstanz and Bernhard Kauck, Technical University of Chemnitz). I am 
grateful to Beate Schwarz, Isabelle Albert, and Boris ~layer (all University of 
Konstanz) who are collaborating the psychological part of this project. 
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